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To the moſt Hopeful and moſt In- 
genious YOUNG GENTLEMAN, 


F 


| JOHN TURNOKR Ec 


[ 
[ 


SON and HEIR of 


Sir EDMOND TURNOK 


Of Stoake in the County 
of Lincolr, Knight ; One of 
the Farmers of His Maje- 
{tics Cultomes. 


Honoured Sir, | 
4S— His Tranſlation, to 
which I have been 
bold to fix your Name ; 


From the firſt Inſtant , 
TL that 


The Epiſtle 
that I was prevailed with 
to make it publick,l had | 
an Ambition to preſent | 
unto you ; hopingit will 
not be unacceptable, in 
regard its quantity 1s but 
{mall, and therefore can- 
not be any hinderance to 
your otudies, in which 
alreadyyou have made 
a progrels, beyond what 
could have been expet- 
ed from your years: Nor 
can I think it will be un- 
pleaſi Ing in reſpe&t of its 


qua- 


| 


Dedicatory. 


quality, it being a piece of 
innocent Mirth, wherein 
my Author does with 
Horace,miſcere utile dulci. 


Illuftrating his Hiſtory 
with Moral and Philoſo- 


|  phical RefleQions; and 


takes occaſion, now and 
then, fſatyrically to in- 
veigh againſt ſeveral ill 
Cuſtoms, and Vicesof 
the Age, carefully avoid- 
ing all prophane and lat- 
civious Expreſſions ( a 
crime too familiiar with 


A 3 our 


The Epiſtle 
our Modern Writers in 
this kind ) Bur' that 
which I fear, may not ſo 
well reliſh, in this Engliſh 
Dreſs, with ſome, -is his 
peculiar method both in 
Stile and Matter, which 
he obſerves, not only in 
this Piece; but indeed, in 
the reſt of his Works: : 
which are in -a[{ Nine- 
teen Volumes, "beſt des 
many extellent Plays; 
for which,he hath merit- 
cd, in the eſteem of his 
own 


_  Dedievtory. 
own Country-men, a 
place irs the firſt Rank of 
the Spaniſh Virtuoſo's. © 

Now, Sir, having g1- 
ven this account of the 
Work and Author, I 
| might apologize for the 
| careleſs overſights com- 
mitted ' in this rough 
Draught ; but when [ 
ſhall have acquainted 
you thatit was done ala 
voiee only for my Diver- 
tiſement, at ſpare hours, 
| and my pradice. in the 


A 4 Spaniſh 
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Spaniſþ T,ongue, 1 hope | 


it will in ſome meaſure 
plead. my excuſe. As to 


the Faults of the Preſs, 
occaſioned by my ab- 


ſence from London du- 
ring its Printing, I con- 
fels they are many and 
very grols, amongſt 
which, ſome of ny own, 
I hope, may paſs with- 


out diſtinRion., 


3 


This, Sir, for your 
entertainment at your | 
Times of Recreation , 


[| | 


Deditatory. 


I have prefered: 'to:de- 


dicate to youzas a Teſti- 
mony. of the reſpe& and 


Service which I owe, as 


well to your Honoured 


Father, and the Virtu- 


| ous Lady your Mother, 
as to your ſelf, that 1 


may at leaſt' acknow- 
ledge to the world , how 
much I ſtand oblig'd to 
you ; though I ſhall 


ever be unable to ac- 


' | quit my ſelf any fur- 


ther, 


The Epiftle Dedicavory. 
ther, than bythe Deſires 
and Paſſions I haveever | 
toiappear in the Quality 


of 
xz 
F Fo 


Honoured Sir, 
- .. Your moſt obliged. 
Humble Servant, 


P bilip Ayres. 
'F 
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FT 7 moſt certain, that 

| 44ponthe firft Vaew of 
the T itle of this Diſcourſe, 
the Ionorant Reader will 

turn over the Leaf with 

= 


[ ] 
all the careleſſeneſs &- neg - | 


le imaginable, as who | 
ſhould ſay , what is all this 
to me ? But be does not con- , 
ſider that by over-aing . 
thu Careleſſeneſs, be diſco-| 1 
vers bimſelfmore concern'd | ( 
than be would be thought | 7 
zo be; ſorbat I ſhall be ſup-| | 
poſed to have thrown away #7 
ſomuch Ink and pains to no | 

c 

: 

ſe 


"IT PR 


purpoſe; but yet for all thi, 
be may by chance, at ſome 
time or other, look further 
intoit (as many times it 


bap- 


[ ] 


| bappens)) andin'that caſe, 


| T could wiſh be would re- 


5 


f 
> 


 flefF a little upon the Obli- 


gation he has to me, for the 


care T bave beſtowed upon 


- the Drawing of bis *Þi- 


; 


| ure, bow ſhort ſoever of 
| the Original ; for it would 


-| poſe a wiſe man to report 


/ 
) 
> 
4 
4 
, 


ſhall find in the Copy, by 


all the Follies wbich a fim- 
' ple Wretch may beable to 
commit. He ſhall do well 


therefare to ſupply and cor- 
rett the Failings which be 


the 


? 


the Perfeftions of the Ori- | | 
ginal. If be pretends t0 | 
play the Critick, I muſt 
look for many a ſoure face, 
ſome bitter and empty Apo- | 
logy and Reply, Marginal | 
Kefledions in abundance, | 
and other Impotencies of | 7 
' Vanity and Paſſion; all. 
which, will make moſt ex- 
cellent matter for the Se- 
cona Part of bis Hiſtory. 
In the mean time I ſhall 
not envythem the Fruits 
of their own ad eakneſſes, 
that. 


| LJ 
| that take a greater Plea- 
| ſure in Cenſuring the 
| Lives and AGions of O- 
thers , than in Mending 


» 
| their Own. 


p 
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CHAP. I. 

Of the Viſu which Don Leo- 
nardo and the. Licenciate 
made to the - Dofor 'Ce-+ 


nudo, 


Yo this Mothers of the whale 
+ Race of Fools, Greeting 3 


and your Attention, F'be 
 ſeechyou; if I may with- 
out vanity 'beſpeak ſo great: and 
| fo lluſtrions' an Audience. Bleſs 
your fves 1 in your Tſltic 3'a Getie- 
B . ration 
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rationof People ſatisfied in them- 
ſelves ( for ſuch 1s the fruit of Ig- 
norance) and whoſe poſterity ſhall | 
give henour to their progenitors. | 
Suffer your ſelves to be undecei- | 
ved, for you will find that 1n all . 
Ages, he that enricheth, he that 
hunoureth , he 'that raiſeth a Fa- 
mily, is a fooliſh Son; tor Fortune 
befriendeth his Imperfections, and 
Hattereth his Miſcarriages, to make | 
boaſt of her force in the moſt un- 
worthy. And certainly you can- ' 
not be doubtfil of this Truth -: 
your ſelves, that have ſo much 
multiplyed the number of the Ig- | 
norant, But we ſhall rather ſecond 
our opinion (then argueit) with 
a trucHiſtory that ſucceeded in our 
times, and therefore of the better 
reli{h. : 
1 fay then, That in our Ape | 
there was a certain. Coxcomb , 
though not much,unlike a Philoſo- 
Pic, | 


The Fortunate Fool, 


pher , being ſo addicted to Books, 
that he rather ſeemed to be a part 
than an Owner of them. He 
happened ſometimes to keep com- 
pany with a Parafite, the Son of 
an Inhabitant of Madrid , his 
name Dor Leonardo de Tareas 3 
and with an arrogant Andaluzer, 
a *Pretendient in the Court, called *.9* 44? 
the Licenciate Campuzano; one\, ;,,," 
that carryed a whole Lucifer in his ward of 
head, and ſmoaked his Face with" £** 

« : ſervice , 
Brimſtone to make himſelf lookurs a: 
pale 3 he let his Beard grow, af: Cw 15 
fected ſeverity , feldom laughed , Prefer. : 
contracted his Brows, and nodding men: 
now and then his Head, and ſaying, 
'Tis well, He ſays ſomewhat 5 he 
paſſed for one of the wiſeſt men 
in the World. 

Their greateſt reſort was to 
Bookſellers ſhops , particularly to 
one over againſt $az Felipe, where 
at that time uſed to meet a great 

B 2 number 
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number of 7irtuoſr, Here then, | 


one Afternoon, in Chriſizraſs Holy- 


daies, met the two Friends Para- | 
fite and Arrogant ; who after they ' 


had entertained their Eyes with 
the Beauties that paſled the Ca/e 
Mayor (or High Street ) in their 
ſeveral Coaches; they took up a 
diſcourſe to entertain their tongues. 
Don Leonardo remembring to ask 
the Licenciate for the Doctor 
Cenydo, a man ſuppoſed to be 
very well skilled in the Critiſciſms 
of Learning ; he anſwered, That 
it was a great while fince he was 
itolen from that Concourſe, and 
that he feared he was either out of 
Fown or ſick : Truly, I ſhould be 
forry for that, replyed Dor Leo- 
71rdo; for though the Court be 
fo abounding in all things of Plea- 
ſire, yet does 1t not afford any 
that can yield it me, fo fully, as 
the ſeeing that in It there 1s one 
whe 
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who can ſupply it with Jaughter , 
[ mean this Doctor ; of whom it 
may be better ſaid than once of an 


*Emperour it was, He was borne pr, 
for the Deliehi of Mankind, T am peroxr Ti- 


confident that had this Man lived'”* 


in the Athenian Republick , they 
would have maintained him out 
of the Common Stock in the Pr3- 
taneur , as they did all thoſe fa- 
mous Men to whom they acknow- 
lIedged any Obligation. Is there 
any thing of ſo great importance 
ina Common-Wealth as Laughter 2. 
All the Cares of Life are direted 
to this end. The Ambitious man 
loſes his Sleep, the Covetous man 
his Judgment, the Voluptuous man 
his Eſtate and Honour , only for 
this little Idol, for Pleaſure, wholc 
orcateſt teſtimony IS Laughter. 


What needed Epicurzs to have 


puzzled our Brains, to find out 
what was the "ogg Felicity , 
E 3 know 119 
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knowing there was Laughter in | 
the World 2 Which though it | 
ſhould have no other advantage 
on its fide, then that no man 


whilſt he was laughing and merry, 
ever committed a fault that might 
deſerve a frown, 1s ſuftictent to 
call it, The greateſt Good in our 


Sphere. What Virtue 1s not to ; 
be found in a merry man? Atall | 


times you ſhall ſee him liberal, 


peaccable, courteous, grateful, | 
good company , diſcreer, and f1- | 


nally pleaſant, Was there ever a 
melancholy man ſeen, who hath 


not ſome fault that occaſioned his ' 


Melancholy 2 There 1s a Philoſo- 
paer who would prove, by natu- 


ral Reaſon, that all filthy wicked- * 


neſs proceeds from Melancholy. T 
am cleerly of opinion, that if we 
had many of theſe Men in the 


World, there would be but few 


Vices. 
Say 


__ PIER a pore 
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Say not fo, replyed the Licen- 
ciate very angry; | am ſorry to hear 
| that, from ſo underſtapding a Per- 
ſon as you : Do you not conſider 
that too much mirth effeminates 
the Mind , and that it 1s unworthy 
a wiſe and prudent Man 2 What 
do you call effeminating the Mind ? 
ſaid Dar Leonardo, I have read 
that the Lacedemonians Went to 
their Battels with Dances and mer=- 
ry Songs, wherewith their Svl- 
diers being firſt recreated , they 
afterwards Charged in the Encoun- 
ters with more Gallantry. For 
you mult know, Sir, that fear and 
ſadneſs go together : Did you ever 
hear of a Drunkard, that ran away 
from thoſe Quarrels, which at 
every inſtant his Wine proveketh 2? 
It is the cheerfulnefs of that ſweet 
Iiquor,which animateth and ſtreng- 
theneth them. Do wenot uſe to 


ſay , when any perſon is ſad, that 
bis 


g The Fortunate Fool. 
his heart is ſtreightened 5..and then 


on the contrary, waen he 1s merry, | 


that it is open and free. 


Nay 9 SC205 Dor Leonardo, laid | 


the Licentiate, this is to engage us 
To) Philoſophy, and 1s improper for 
this Prace3 more at leiſure we - 
talk of this cl{ewhere, for 1 


mile you I have be flowed he | 
pains upon this very point, which | 
you will be glad to ſce. . On this | 


manner did - our Arrog7t eſcape 


out of the Streights : and Don | 
Leonardo fecing himſelf. put off 


without an Anſwer, Well Sir, ſaid 
he.to him, if you will have a 
merry Chriſizaſs, come with me 
and let us go viſit the DofCtor Ce- 

do, for I know his Lodging, and 
you will ſee the pleaſanteſt Man, 
that ever you ſaw in your Lite. 
Let us go with all my heart, faid 


the Licenciate, for l already have 


ſome knowledge of him, as he 
ailo 
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alſo of me, and I affure you, were 
it not for ſome ſingular opinions, 

the Doctor is an acute ingenious 
man, and no ill ſpeaker but he 
affeteth the way of prailing over 
the left ſhoulder, as we ſay, I mean 
of ſpeaking ill of moſt men, and 
contradicting the well-adviſednelſs 
of others. 

There are of this fort of men, 
who are not at all pleaſed with an 
ingenious concelt , unleſs! it touch- 
eth upon Herehe, or 1t -not ſpoken 
in a language patched up on Pur- 
poſe, like a Beggers cloak, but I 
leave them to themſelves: What 
I underſtand is, that they are not 
to be underſtood , for . by thoſe 
means which they think to enlarge 
their fame, they ſhall ſuppreſs it, 

and their Works ſhall dye with 
them; for wanting one that ſhould 
read them with a gloſs, Ny {ha}] 
want 2nother that thould he "ar 
them with patience. | Thus 


1s) The Fortunate Fool, 
Thus went Dox Leonards diver- 


tiſed, and with ſaying, Now that | 


you perceive the Thunder hath | 


ceaſed, you give a flaſh of Light- * 


ning , they cloſed up the conver- 
ſation , and came to the Doctor 


Ceindy's Lodging, where they | 


knocked, and inquired tor him ; a 


Boy that ſcemed the Doftors Page | 


an{wered, My Maſter ſays, be is not | 
within, They laughed heartily at 
his ſimplicity , bidding, _ he 


| 
| 


ſhould tell him, here was the Lt- * 


centiate Campuzan , and Dor: Leo- | 
 nardo, The Lad carried the Mel- 
ſage, and before he opened the 
door. asked, Who the Licenciate 


Campus ano was ? At this the good | 


Licenciate was ready to run di- 
ftrated , and Don Leonardo going 
about to anſwer , Do not tell him, 
ſaid he, my Works will one day 
make me known ; and if till now 
I have not given many to the Prefs, 
It 


—_— OF" 
ho os 7 % CN Er I 
of % 


The Fortunate Fool. LI 


it is, that I have been detained 
from it by my modeſty. This we 
ſtrangers loſe, for how much ſoever 
we may have finged our Eyebrows 
at our Studies, none takes notice 
of it, no nor ſo much as of the 
ſmoak , ſo licencious 1s this Ape ; 
I much admire that the Doctor 
queſtions who I am , fince in more 
than one Converſation he might. 
have ealily known it. Fe not angry 
Sir, replyed the waggiſh Boy, 
for it is not my Maſter the DoGor 
that queſtions 2t , but IT only, that 
have his order to deny him to all 
ſuch as are ot of his humour and 
entertainment , nor docs he yet know 
that zour Worſhips are here. That 
I eaſily belerve,ſaid the Licenciate 3 
and walking forwards, they paſſed 
through an Entry and an outward 
Hall, well furniſhed with Chairs, 
Tables, Cabinets and Pictures 3 
when the Page, calling through the 


key- 


T2 The Fortunate Fool. 
key hole of a dopr that was ſhut, 
ſaid, There is no opportunity of ſee- 
ing my Maſter now, for he is buſte at 
his Devotions; be pleaſed to walk 
there a while, or retyrn hither ſome 
other day, and I will tell him that 


II He" bY I, 


you came to do bim this fayour. Let | 


us entertain our ſelves with the 
many things that are here worthy 
of admiration, ſaid the Licenciate, 
'for I came ſo defirous of ſeein 

him, that I ſhall eſteem the time 


utterly loſt, which I ſhall not ſpend | 


in his Converſation. 

Thus ſtayed they , dclighting 
their Eyes on the various Objects, 
when Do#x Leonardo fearing ſome 
whimſey ſhould alter rhe Licen- 
clates reſolution, and going. to- 
wards the door to ſee it they 
might get in, obſerved that the 
key was- left on the outſide, and 


RG 
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ſeeing no body to hinder them, 


for the Page was gone out a good 


I 
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while before , he opened 1t, and 
making a ſign to the Licenciate, 
they both went into a Room, 
curiouſly adorned with Books, 
Pictures, exquiſite Venice Glaſles, 
Eſtremoz Pots, and many pleaſant 
curioſities, both of Braſs and Paſte- 
board 5 ſcarce had they entred, 
when the door with a great bounce 
was ſhut and locked. The Room 
was but dark; for although it was 


|| daytime, the windows were kept 


ſhut, and only a Lamp with three 


\ lights was burning 1n 1t. 


At the noiſe of the door , the 
Doctor Cenudo ( who til then 
fate muſing with a Book in his 
hand ) ſtarted up: Sir, faid the 
Eicenciate, * 1 Kiſs your Hands, *71, com. 
The Doftor knitting his Brows , 9% Salr- 
in a liarſh tone , without anſwering jj". 
to his Courtelic , ſaid , 1hat hoe , ards, 
'ulgar, come forth. Scarcely had 
he pronounced theſe words, when, 
Without 


Pal! 
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without knowing from whence, 


they ſaw coming towards them two 
men of a ans Ira ſtature , cloa- 
thed after the old Rowar manner, 
with their Arms and Legs girt 


about , their skin black and. hairy, ! 


[ 
; 


f, 


| 


| 


x 


crowned with certain wreathed ! 
Serpents, each of them bringing 
a handſom cudgel in his hand, with | 
which, ſhowing an anger that ap- | 
peared in various and deformed | 
geſtures, they fell upon the poor | 
Licenciate with fo good a will,}! 


that they took away quite and 
clean the curioſity he brought with 
him of ſeeing the Doctor. 

The Viſtters were much affrigh- 


toſee ſucha viſion , but eſpecially. 
the Licenciate, who trembled with, 


all his joints , both of them mut- 
tered all the. Kalendar over ' be- 
tweendpheir teeth ; no body, til! 
then, would have thought that the 


Licenciate had known ſo much of 
the 
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the Hiſtory of the Saints ; Fear did 
there make admirable ſhow of his 
knowledge : He invoked with 
great earneſtneſs St. 4nthony and 
St. Hierom, and all the Flos SanGo- 


- r##2 came from him in a direct line, 
; The Doctor ſuppoſing that he was 
| ſufficiently chaſtized, made a fign 
' tothe Executioners, and 1n an 1n- 
| ſtant they ſank down in the very 
; Chamber. 


Whither have you brought me , 


; Senor Don Leomardos what a diveliſh 


place is, this? ſaid the Licenciate : 


I did not think that this *Court » Madrid 
had been ſo near to Hell. I pro- 5 called ths 


miſe you Mr. Licenciate, ſaid Dor « 
Leonardo, I have alſo been decerved 

in this coming, for I did never 
think that a Man ſo much a Chriſtr- 
an as Mr. Doctor , had ftudied 
Witchcraft. Content your ſelves, 
ſaid the Doctor then, with a ſevere 
voice, Content your ſelves, and fit 
VoU 


16 The Fortunate Fool. 
you down, for there is. much to 
be ſaid to this purpoſe. ' Sir, faid 


CR OE 


the Licentiate, you may fatifie us | 
by writing if you pleaſe, for this. 


is no converſation for ſitting. This 
he ſaid drawing towards the door, 
and uſing diligence to open it, but 
could not, for asI faid that was faſt 
locked : Here the afflicted Licen- 
Clate was like to have died , but 
ſeeing he could not carry it by 
words, in a place where even cour- 
teſtes themſelves were '' anſwered 
with blows,he made (as they ſay) a 
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' virtue of neceflity,and waxed calm:' 


So all three fitting down as though 
no ſuch thing had paſſed, theDoCtor 
then proceeded ; 

I Gentlemen in my younger 
years, as the World knows, was 
a Comical Poet; I made ſome 
Playes, which ſince being printed, 
were the wonder of Italy, Germany 
and France; they were all of a 


lofty 
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lofty 'Style,; Language, and Spirit, 
very Courtly and replete with 
Novelties, very Pompous of verſe, 
and fluent of .Conceipts : But as 
the Vulgar advances not the flight 
of his diſcourſe to: fo high railed 
Spheres ,/;and his Center 1s Igno- 
rance; He began to Carp at the 
the Language as ſtrange, the Pro- 
jet as Qutlandiſh,. and the Verſes 
as Forraign 3 Yet this Contempt 
ſtopped not here, but proceeded 


to impudent hiſlings, and they 


were: ſo: many and: fo ſtrong as 
raiſed a: Whirlewind in, my Opint- 
on , which drowned- it in' pra- 
found deſpight , til} this very 
day. 
' Fremained at this accident, like 
the . Cavetous Merchant , who 
having palled to: the 1zdies, and 
afterward traipht: with Jewels af 
the greate[t value, m his return 


home, in ſight of the Port, where 
(: ls 
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he thought to ſatisfy the thirſt of / 
his deſires, by .enjoying bappily | 
all his riches 5 gained more at the 
Expence of Dangers, -then 1h Ex- 
change of Goods, the Wealthy 
Veſlel is ſhipwreck'd, ſtriking on 
a hidden Rock which lay lurking 
under the waves for his deitructi- 
on, and ſcattering his Diamands, 
Plate., Criltals , and Pearls, a- 
mongtt the waters, he hath no- 
thing left him , more than the | 
fright, and lus life, which as yet ' 
he not flighimp, endeavours to 
lave, trufting it''to a Plavk, and 
thinking that heſt}}H carries-riches 
to the Port -in his undeceive- 
ings. | 
Of theſe I ſerved my ſelf, and 
put filence to my Inclinations , 
but not to'my Arger 3 This, that 
will endure all my life with me. 
taught me vengance againſt the 
unquiet and Barbarous Vulgar : 
F rom 
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From hence ſprang the contradicti- 
on which I ſtedfaſtly do act againſt 
all his affairs, there' is not a word 
approved of, by this beaft, which 
I do not judge Hereſie, 

My oivn wit did not ſeera ſuffi- 
cient for ſo great an Enemy, -but 
going up; and down tormented 
with this:care , I underſtood that 
there was lately arrived -at this 
Court a famous Conjurer, brought 
by a certain powerfull Noblemany 
to facilitate ſome Hydropick Am- 
bitions :- 1 had the fortune, to haye 
at that -rime; a friend that was his 
intimate acquaintance... This cat- 
ried me to fee him., ,Hle acquain; 
ted withy.my dehign; favoured: my 
Intention; I, told him :4t: was 19 
have:ſome: familtar,:. who ( inimt- 
tation'of that Drvel: of Socrates $5 
which told him irr his.car , many of 
his fortunate Exployts, as Plats; 
Platarels, and' Apuleins write) fhould 
C2 Barn 


pe 
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furnifh me-with Reaſons and man- 
ners whereby to contradict. the 
Vulgar, and their Extravagances. 
Gold, entreaties,.and a certain con- 
formity of Diſpolition ; made his 
Wi courteous, 1n ſo much that he 
paveme aRing wrought with ſuch 
Confurations,and made under fuch 
an Influence: of the: Stars, 'that'ir 
hath vertue bonnd up init, as that 
every time when T ſhall move it ori 
this firſt finger of my left-hand, 
and ſhall put: the Seal wheveon is 
Engraventhe Image of Saturn: out-! 


ward , there|fhali'come..as many 


Divelslas ſhall be necellary to. my 
purpoſe: 2thelerfometimes do ap- 


parin'thefdrm, which:now they: 


Ive appeared in; at'othertimes, 
withoyt taking. any viſſible: ſhape; 
they tell me in:my'Ear; teaſonsand 


Arguments never. thou gbt: of by, 


the' wit of Man: .to contradict the 


Opinions of. the” Fooliſh Vulgar. 
Þut 


ns. 
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But 1t, hath nothing, that ſo much 
Merits my- thankfulneſs , as one 
vertue which 1 have made Expes» 
rience of ; and it 3s, that no _ 
hath ever ſeen them till now , that 
keeps it not in a perpetual ſecreſie, 
or if he publiſhes it , ſuffers not 
dreadful Torments by their hands. 

You.Mr.Licentiate,came in now, 
with an Ignorance of the rath Vul- 
gar,” in ſaying that you kiſſed my 
hands, what mean you by that 2 
do you- not perceive that 3t 1s a 
folly 2 . Sir, reply'd the Licentiate 
ſomewhat troubled, to kille the 
hand 1s a ſign of obedience, It 15 
to confeſs tuperiority.. I grant you 
that, ſaid the Doctor, to kitle the 
hand-is a ltign of Vaſlallage or ſub- 
jection ,, but to fay you .kille- my 
hands, and not to kitle them , 1s a 
thing very different, .you may as 
well ſay in your ſaluration, Gud 


never ' give you health, Imitate 
C3 the 


* Or to 


<wiſh you 
a merry 


Chriſtinas, 
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the antient prudence, that faluted 
with a Salve, the ſame as 'Cod pre- 
ferve gon , and underſtanding 
men uſe ; .But it being the hrſt 
time, | will not be too ſtrict : You, 
Sir, will amend, at leſt when you 
are with Ingenious People. This, 
ſaid the Licenciate,is a Courteſfte o 
received amonglt the Vulgar, that 
It would feem a madneſs to ſepe- 

rate our ſelves fromit : So that, 
replyed the Do@or, with the Vul- 
gars uſing it you think it ſuffict- 
ently Authorized 3 take care ra- 
ther that Fn alledge Plato, or 
Ariſtotle, for your Author. "But 
now let us-leave this, and tell me, 
Gentleman, what it was that 
brought you to this Poor Cottage. 
Only ro-give you a * good Chrilt- | 
mas, ſaid the Licenciate 3 and at 
the loſtant, the Doctor making a- 
nother frown , What, ſaid he, is 


there yet more Vulgarity : 2 He aw 
| him- 


The Fortunate Fool. 23 


himſelf raiſed up to the Top of the 
Room,in a kind of ſpotted cloud,by 
oray ſhaddows amidſt many confu- 
{ed flames, witha great deal of ſmoak, 
The affrighted Licenciate had then 
no Courage left him, not ſo much as 
rorecommend himſelf to the Saints; | 
But remained Pale and diſmay 'd , 
not being able to fetch his Breath. 
Don Leonardo,who ſaw his Com- 
panion fo near the houſe top, that 
he rubbed the Cobwebs from the 
Joyces with his head, thought that 
he himfelt was not ſecure with his 
lilence, therefore kneeled on both 
knees , lift up his hands , ar- 
ched his Eyebrows , fixed his Eyes 
on him , between reſpect and fear, 
and ſaid , Mr. Do&or, this Gentle- 
man came hither in confidence of 
me, he's a moſt paſtionate admirer 
of your Wiſdom, and a Wit, wor- 
thy of a greater Eſtimation ; he- 15 


a ſtranger Jately eome to Town . 
anG 
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and not acquainted with the Laws, 
which you have ordained for men 
of parts : Be pleaſed for what he 
is, to pardon him ſome miſtakes , | 
and to publiſh the Law before you 
execute the Penalty. His being a 
ſtranger ſhall ſave him, ſaid the Do- | 
or, and in a Moment the. whole 
Cloud was diljolved, the Licerciate 
deſcending from that dignity,remai- 
ned in the Chayre whereiz ve was, 
without Colour or Pulſes, A brave | 
folly it is, faid the Do@or, to lay , 
that you come to give me Chriſt- 
mas, as though 1t was not come two 
days ſince: And you fay, yon come | 
to give mea good one 5 how doe 
you think-to do it? What Turkeys 
or Capons do you bring me, or 
what good newes ? do you know 
what you lay 2 Is1t not a fooliſhneſs 
to fay what you underſtand not ? _ 
Mr. Do&or. , for Gods ſake let him 
alone ſaid Dor Leonardo unleſs you 
| | ' mean 
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mean by ſtrangling him,to bring him 
out of his ſ\wound.”lato's knowledge 
coſt him more, reply'd the Doctor. 
'Tis no matter; let him paſle theſe 
ſtraights, for that wiſe man went 
through greater dangers, failing 
through a great part of the Sea,and 
travailing almoſt over the World 
for 1t. 

By this the Licentiate was retur- 


ned from his affright, and ſaid, as 


| if he had ſpoke to himſelkt; O how 


much doeſt thou coſt me, Virgin, 
caughter of Japiter , and mother 
of truth | Sacred Knowledge, haw 
much doſt thou coſt me.! but 


who ever reached the Gold with- 


out breaking through. mountains 
of ſtone? who-got to the Indies 
without paſſing the Fears of the 
Sea, well imployed dangers, happy 
Solicitudes, that have facilitated 
me ſo great a Treaſure of Truths. 
It 1s fulecrent that I am aſſured of 
what 
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what I have, as in a Dream.thovght | 


of Zoroaſtes ; It is ſufficient that 
Magick is powerful for ſuch Tran(- 
formations ; that Devils walk a- 
monglt us Cheek by Joul, and we 
know them not ; It 1s ſufficient that 
Aadrid ftands ſo near the Abyſle 
that it breaths 1s fiery breath 


thorough 1t. O the great Noble-. 


neſs of the ſoul, that hath the Infer- 
nal Spirits at its command , at 1ts 


command (I fay )even although It ] 
be not perfectly declared, but only. 
by ſignes, for upon the very hint do | 


theſe Devils move.,and 1n an inſtant 


take the ſhapes of Giants , to obey. 


It! 

Wiſe Door, believe not of my 
Wit, that it will conceive diſplea- 
ſure;at that which meriteth thanks; 
I had fome knowledge of thy Wil- 


dom , yet but ſmall, and not com- 
parable i to the Experience, which 
thon haſt given me + If I befie de- | 


tired 
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| fired to ſee thee as an Oracle ; If1 


formerly applauded thee , only at- 
tent on thy reputation. , and to ſo 
ſhort a reputation , what ſhall 1 
do after having made tryal of thy 
Marvels? Such men as thon art do 
the vulgar deſpiſe ? ſuch excellent 
perſons, doth he net adore? does 
he forget the uſe and Glory of Sta- 
tues in a time when thou liveſt ? 
What greater Teſtimony of his Ig- 


| norance, of his Envy,and of his bar- 
' barouſne(s?T likewiſe to be his mor- 
' tal enemy doneed »0o other injuries 


then thoſe , which againſt thy 1Nu- 


- {trious wit he hath done, fince in 1t 


all illuſtrious Wits are injured : 
If not the {troak of this Injury, yet 
at leaſt , the? Eccho lights on all; 
For even as the Lawrell which is 
given to a well deſerving man, e- 


| qually Crowns all thoſe that are 
 1o 5 ſoan injurious reproach does 


equally affront them. I will 'not 
beg 
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beg that thou ſhouldeſt take me in- | 


to thy favour, either becauſe I cor: | 


tent my ſelf, and eſteem it for a| 


high Felicity to ſerve thee alwayes | 
without more Correſpondency , or 
becauſe it would be a Contempt of 
thy wit , to require It not to be 
ungrateful. 

I durſt have ſworn, ſaid the Do- 
Ctor, that Por Leonardo's friend, 
would imitate him in Wit , friend- 
{hip never grew betwixt unequals.| 
I conderan my Choler , in not ha-! 
ving given you leave to ſpeak, by 
which, without doubt, might have' 
known yan, at the very inſtant, 
and ſhould have given you the 
Place which you merit 1n my e-/ 


itcerw. 


Now the Tempeſt is over , ſaid! 
Don Leonardo, Pray Sir tell me how. 
you Do? Scatcely had he faid this, 
when at one leap a terrible Monkey 
of a marvelous greatneſs, put him- 
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| felf by his fide, playing with his 


Tayle;, and moving with ſtrange 
Geſtures, and bringingin his hand 


| an Urinal.tull of Urinz what do yout 


command 'me ? Said Doz: Leowardo 
(with a handſome grace) ſince you 
know how. dbcible I am,, that you 
may teach me, ſo much toi my colt, 
2 thing that; 1 fear, will give me an- 
other ciudgelling. bout. ; This he 
ſaid,;and the Monkey {til} perfiſting' 
to put the 'Urinal before: his eyes ,; 


and _beingbvery, near:them!; - he: 


poor Gemlewan {ſuppoſed -that he 
wauld: give it bjm ;to; drink ;- and 
thercfore, was determined not toi 
reply,feariog.a'greater puniſhment; 


| lo tookitt@Obey, and had already 
| lifted 1t up te. his mouth, ſaying 'tts: 
| hard calſethat you ſhould-ule our 
; pattenceſou};we being your friends 
| and ſuch paflionate ones too: You 


might have jeſted more courteoul- 
ly. ang deſerved, in your very con- 
tempts 


ene» Sn —M 2g 

y=; 8 $354 92 408 
200 OED PT 
Bang oo ne pO - 7 


OS SY EY 
OT Pr ® atrouy 
bras 4 

&h > 


SET A OE ate Beer Oe En En I eee VE EINE 

COT OY IN pore Es ul om in —_— 3x TE —=IOY and my yr IE LI _ PC Io ak 

. . * : _ - Pro—_ x _ - : WW : Ca > Fg ; - —— -— —_—_ Rh PIP 
"$0 622" be} a De by <-tho SIR pe, gt - COINS - P APES co Tr RT gn Wy —_— - — vo ne IC 
EET, i wlIRLTY Ea. xo FL 2 DL 4 Ne 7 a. es > Yo Log Iu IE dr Y * 5: he fu GETLant 7 - ir 50 p—=h ey "ang: _ 

: x AE OL re agg > Ex EET TN Re CEE * > : "RD wr oe nds re STE 7 > 7%; 
*+ TAS = _ wry __— EI $64 5 i2-* _—__—__ m—_— - — _ _ 
- 4 4 A oo > _ ys 


- - => SP 
ona rut Aon ks wes 
[-- Li CODEN = 


50 The Fortiunate Fool: 
tempts of us, much gratitude on 


our part: but theſe Jelts are not fit | 
to be put upon a Rogue. You,Se-| 
nor Don Leonardo, did you not ak 


how I did ? faid the Doctor, with 
what intent did you ask me? With 


what intent ſhould I - ask © but. 
to know 1t , replyed Don.Leonarae,: 
Why.,how can that beknown better, 


ther by ſeeing the Urin, ſaid the 


Doftor? and if that be not ſufficient, 
ask it of my Pulfe, with your fin- | 


gers : Isit not better and more en-l 


ft IE, replyed Dan Leonardo. to ask it/ 


of you,:and that you ſhould tell it? 


] am ſure this 15 very ſevere. 
No Sir, ſaid the Doctor, obſerve 


this, either lam pale and lean in. 
my Bed, when you ask it. me, or 


am merry. and fat feated 1n my 


Chair as] am now. In'the firſt caſe, 
You need- not ask if 'Þ have my. 
health, 'for 'my. Phiſtognomy -fays 
that I have it not : It then this be .. 
cer- 
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certain; the Queltion comes not, to 
defire ro know that . but in what 
Eſtate the humor is, which cauſeth 
any infirmity ,, if it be upen 1ts de3 
parture, or on Its ſtay» . 'This, there | 
1s no ſick man;can know: to tell it , 
only the Urin and the Pulſe —_— 
ſtand it., In-the. ſecond place, th 

Queſtion is very fooliſh, for Aber | 
the face is faichful tothat which 53 
within the Body, and: then there 1s 


| noneed to ak of the 'health, bes 


cauſe that tells 1t, and mexrus credir; 


, in bcing the wolt noble; part of our 


Body : Ort 1s unfaithfyb, and aps+ 
peaing icheavtul and fat; covers il! 
humors; and then neither; Can. It an» 
[wer , :nor.. give. ;accozint of its 
hcalth., + becauſe thole, : f1cknefles 
which promiſe health-1n the face , 
and ſoundneſs of the members are 
lo trayterous that they nat only de- 


- celive others, but;himſelt that ſut- 
 fers them. According to this, Man 


tS 
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is:fo ignorant of his own conltity- 


[ 
| 
| 


tion; that he 'is not able ito anſwer | - 


to this Queſtion.” Fhen. from hence 
forward pertorce this muſt be asked 


by feeling the Pulſe,or by asking tor | 


the Urinal :\Pray then' return it to 


this my Nurſe, if you have yet con- | 


jectured the ſtate of wy: humour. 
\ Yes 'truly, ſaid Doz Leonardo , 
(giving back. the Glaſs )I have con- 
jCtured ' your .humor, that you 


fped a good one's F' do not ſpend 
It; Senor Dor Leonardo - replyed | 
the Doctor, mind but how you | 
ſpeak; I-duinot ſpend It, but im- | 


ploy ir, and: obſerve what | lay, to 
{pend a'good humour is for Talkers, 


that fpeak' with good humours, | 
without profiting with-it, this pro-| 


perly 1s to'.ſpend, To imploy it, is 
of diſcreet men, that trealures up 
with it, either acceptance or ap- 
plaufe in the hearers,or elſe teaches 
rhe Ignorant, as| do now you two. 


I he | 
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The Monkey by this time was va- 
niſhed,, and the two Friends, ha- 
ving, taken a little more breath, the 
Licentiate ſaid, Will y ou not tell: me 
the Eaule why on a day fo pleaſant 
as this, you are {0 mewed, up 
your. Lodging , and with an arti- 
ficial light, when the Sun gives 
one ſo ſplendid. to all this Hemi- 
ſphere? Many dates fince, I have 
obſerved, that you do not frequent 
that: part of the Cale Mayor or 
great Street , as you uſed to do; 
what Novelty is this ? for in; LA 

rous perſons, any change argues 4 
ſtroog reaſon, and in fools Tome- 
thing of accident. You have asked 
me much, ſaid the Door , you 
have, asked me much, and if the 
Door was not faſt lock” d, I ſhould 
fear you would' leave me, and be 
gone before I ſhould have done 5 an- 
ſwerin you : There is much to 
be faid to this'; you,l ſuppoſe, have 
D ditted 
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dined already,betwixt this and nine | 
of the Clock at night are many | 
| hours, and it will bo no ill work to | 
entertain 'our ſelves in'them. You | 
ask, why I ſtudy by an Artificial 
Light being ig the Day time. How 
it the Suns light ſhonJd- enter into | 
my Lodging, could I ftudy ? would | 
it not .divert me, to confider , that 
that Light ſprang from the San ,and 
was beholding to the courteſie of the 


air.to ſpread it abroad over all the | 


Univerſe, and that it not only gives 


It tothe world, but to the Stars al- | 


fo: 4 That the Moon likewiſe bor- 
rows of it,as we ſee in the Eccliples, 
and that theſe ſhow the roundnels 
of the Earth, as is evident by the 
ſhadow.s; for wher'it is mterpoſed 
between the Sun and the Moon it 
alwaics appears round. _ 
"Hence of force ſhould be FAT 
dered , whether or no'the Warers 
vere: updn the 'Earth, or the Earth 
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upon the waters 3 and if both Ele- 
lements made not one round Body. 
Then how afterwards could the 0- 
pinion of that Philoſopher eſcape 
my memory , who ſaid that the 
Earth was carried upon the waters 
likea Ship. Preſently I ſhould de- 
icend to that fancy of another, who 
ſuppoſed, that the Water was mo1e 
ancient, and more noble, than the 


Earth ; and was the cauſe of the 


generation of all things, by its hu- 
mid quality, wherein Life is foun- 


_ Qed. 


I ſhould from them paſs to the 
generation of Animals and Plants; 
and ſhould ſtop upon the latter, to 
contemplate on the beauty of the 
flowers, that with ſo much grace & 
plealantneſs, publiſh the greatneſs 
of God. I ſhould afterwards think 
with Czcero, that if there ſhould be 
no other Teſtimony that there was 2 
God, but the beauty of the world . 

D >» Lo 
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it would be ſufficient to convince 


by 


a man of a Divinity. Coming then | rt 
to this, how could poſttbly forget | t! 
being a Gramarian , and not ob- | 


ſerve, that Mu7dys in Latin,implies 


: 
E 


cleanneſs or ornament ; and that | 
this Machin 1s fo called, by reaſon. 


of the beauty which adorns 1t ? In- 


ſomuch that I could by no means 
findy, if I ſhould ſee the light of the | 


day, 
As to the ſecond, wherefore I am 


I. I 


ſhutup, I will tell you , but-ycu : 


muſt have patience. 


What co you call paticnce ? ſaid 


the Licertiate 3 call it Joy, and it 
will be more proper : You ſtand 
throwing Jewels out of your 
mouth , and you eſteem our cove- 
toulneſs ſo drowlie, that you ſtop 
to awaken it. Proceed Sir, I be- 
frech you, and be confident ,. that 
you caſt not your Pearles before 
Swine, Fhe Doctor lippoſed he 


did, 


t 
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| did, becauſe he had ſeen Dor Leo- 
| a determined to be ſo with 


- | the Urinal. And the Licentiate- 


| piece of ® Bizc1zz , among(t thoſe 7 


. | ſmelt as though he had becn one, 
| with the fear of the Viſtons. 

| He then proceeded , ſaying, I, 
| Gentlemen, have no ſtomach to di- 

geſt ſo great Irons, as thoſe 1 ſce, 

: when I go forth to walk in this 


as CaHn- 
where 


' many which 1t hath : They pro te bep 1- 

| voke me to vomit , not being able 9 # 

| toendure it, and they that ice me” 

| vomit ſhew a mceneſs ;. this 1s an 

unreaſonable thing, for it 1s not for 

Men to have ſuch ſtrong ſtomachs, 

but for Auſtridges, and Elephants; 

ina word, for Beaſts: And if theſe 

make not all fick, as they do me, it 

1s becauſe they were bred up with 

this Venom ; as once that * King withrida- 

was, whom 1 it not only did not k1ll, tes King 

but rather nouriſhed. "—_ 
Who is able to endure that Junto 

D Z of 
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of Fools, with Cloak and Gown 
of the Learned ? I could well e- 
nough paſs with their being all | 
fools , ſince I treat with few , Þut 
what arc ſuch 3 that which moſt ! 
incenſeth me, 1s, "that they being ſo, | 
feign themſelves to be Learned : 
Thoſe wretched People, the reſt of 
the Fools of the Town are biames- 
leſs, in regard they know not, that 
there is ſuch a thing as Knowledge 
in the world 3 or it they do , they 
deſpile i it in their opinion , and, 
hold it for a madneſs : But you 
that know or underſtand that there 
1s, 2nd we much adore it, that you | 
enoble your ſelves with its Title: | 
You ncither follow after it, nor 
ever ſee it. What Impoſture 1s; 
this? If you cfteem it, why do you 
not follow after it, why do you 
not overtake it ? Not for want of / 
wings , lince there hath been no. 


Age fo happy , nor fo well provi- 
ded ; 
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ded with them , as fo great a num- 
ber of Books declare, that the Vo- 
lumes of theſe of this Age do ex. 
ceed the letters of thole of. that , 

which was illuſtrious with ſo many 


Philoſophers : neither is 1t... for 


want of wit , for I ſee you ingeni- 
ous in finding out the faults of o-, 
thers : It 1s ygur floath, it is your 
vanity , that hath perfiwaded you 
that the Glory and. Felicity -of 
knowledge, doth not conſiſt in be- 
ing wiſe 3 but in appearing, .fo, ; 

you content/ your ſelves with. the 
vain oftentation of knowing Books: 
This. you attain, without more 
paines., then goming to the, Shop 
where they are to be ſold, ;Þy: 163+ 
ding. the Tities, and tireing out 
the poor Book(ſaller, to reach dawn 
this and the other, to conſult the 
firſt page , and know by it what 
Is contained i 1n the Pi bole Valume, 


as by Philiognomy 
You 
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You will ſay C Mr. Licentiate ) 
why do I not go'thither , to that 
end which others dv; to-divert my 


{F, in ſecing the people which 


| 


paſ'by ? Yes, I would fo, if Thad 
ptiente to ſuffer it : Who can en- | 
dure.to ſee there''a Squadron of | 


pitiful , Soldiers} 'keeping their de- | 


Ort; and making their cringes fo 


nhany” that #efort" often to that | 


ptace 5 { of the Rabble I ſpeak.) 


Theſe 1 ſay, becaule they have | 
heerditheir Grandfires tell tales, 


Riw Here hath beer Wars" ja the 
world , and how-in- them certiin 
inen - killed others; - They. come 
Hieherto' tell 6s; atiouſand of their 
Tying atchtevements; which they 


Fen eſies: know not if they-'ave | 
pethble or! not-Jlithey never; faw | 


the Wars nor theFnh 12nes thercof, 


and-/the worlt is , they have no | 


«fEHIOnN at_all to'its croublefome | 


ay as may be.ſeun; for if they 
pad, 


A © MR A my 
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kad, they would never come to 


martyriſe the Walk of * $an Felipe 5 gs in 
for ſo long a' time. '* For it 'was the yjere ma- 


Providence--of Heaven to {weeten 7 reſort 10 
hear neWS, 


oreat labours, by giving us an In- 
clination to them. I confels that 
thol- of the War are intullerable, 
but- if there be inclination , they 
cannot be ſo. - Hence it proceeds, 
that many great Princes,who might 
hve in the fweet reſt of the Court, 
do deſpiſe it ,+ being carryed away 
by their Inclinations , andchuſe , 
for greater and more nyld''enters 
tainment”, 'thatthorrour; and thoſe 
fears of Arms. ' Fe 

I well know, they ſay, that they 
come-to the:end the King may re- 
ward” their: Serwices , - that they 
have none! what "ipteater. accuſer 
then their 'Very ſolicitude. Friend, 
Soldier if thou wert one with all 
thy .neart,in being ſo thon wouldft 
find thy reward . What Mechanick 
Arilliccr 
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Artificer. doth not hug himfelfand. ' 
eſteem that day happy, wherein he 
brings ſome work +0 perfection > | 
Thoſe men are in their Centre, wha | 
buſie themſelves in the. attaining, ' 


thoſe things which their nature in- | 
clines them-to: If thine be to follow | 
Arms, thou wouldeft not go from 
amonegſt-them. -Did{t thou go out, ' 


and haſh thou eſcaped Death ? by 


this returning thou art not of that | 
trade, but art a-man of peace ; ſtrip | 
off then this bravery, and let us un- | 


derſtang'one another. 


Three hundred-forty and. ſeven | 


years was Rome Triumphant after 
her foundation , without giving a- 
ny Sallery to her Soldiers, without 


pay they, fought, without pay! they | 
extended that Empire of the world, 


It was a provident action; for on 


this manner 1t happened that none! 


went to the Wars without inclina- 
tion and natural boldneſs, no bo: 


ay 


Þþf fad & and. Ma. ids an. 


£0) keg wp band A 7) ou on a as ag jp my guſþ oup. fon, hay 


nd. %s 


WH to Lo (DD ps 


The Fortunate Fool. 43 


| dy went out,, carried by hunger , 
| and the detire or #131age : It was 


generofity of mind that preferrd 
them inthat ventrous Army. Hence: 
it was that all were ſtout, all were 
valiant. LE 

Would you have me entertain 
my ſelf in ſeeingthe Coaches ? God 
forbid. I ſee ſo many things 1n them, 
that they carry away my patience: 
through my eyes. I will fay no- 
thing of women , becauſe I have 
need of them, and it' 1s a creature 
that conceives molt anger at con» 
tempts, and yields the muſt to flat- 
tery of any , others will do it. Let 
ſome great man,that wants not ano- 
ther thing to pleaſure them with- 
all, though he be never ſo great a 
Coxcomb : I ſay, let him make this 
Iron , ſince he hath wherewithall 
to guild it, for we that were born 
11] Jooked upon,or under an unkind 
alpect of the Stars, have need of 
MUC!! 
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much cunning and fajr words to be 
able to live. 

We owe great courtelie to Wo- 
men, and it is not Complement , 


but a forced reai] Debt , wherein ' 


we pay all the care, with which 
| they ſpend days and nights for our 
allurements, in trimming, dreſling, 
painting thEſelyes,& preparing tlat- 
tering baits in their tongues. They 


treat of no'other matter, they have | 


no other care, without which they 


would livea life wholl ydiſconſclate, | 


1n--ſeeing.their \imperfeCtions and 


wants, in which nature hath mai- | 


medly left them, if we ſhould not 
comfort them,and blot them out of 
their memory, with theſe flatteries, 
which, be.they never fo abſurd, 


they judge for truths, and deceive | 


themſelves with them. 


The Doctor would have pro- 


ceeded further , 1f the thrid of his 
diſcourſe had not been cut off by: 
a 
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a profound ſigh , from the Licen- 
tiate, which he threw up with 
ſome clearing of his throat. Whar 
afflicts you Sir, faid Dor Leonardo £ 
When you ſee the Humanity with 
which Mr. Do&or doth communi- 
cate the productions of his fruitful 
Wit. You need not now fear any 
more Vilions; befides,with holding 
your peace all is remedied. It 1s 
no matter of conſequence, faid the 
Licenciate , and gave. another 
double ſigh , but endeavouring to 
luppreſs it, at laſt, fetching ſhort 
his breath , what's the matter, ſaid 
the Doctor ? what's, the matter, 
tor Gods ſake ? make not your 
ſelf ſtrange to my love, for that 
15 to ſuſpect jt of being but little 
faithful. Pray take notice Sir, that 
you are in .a place , where no 
thought whatſoever is concealed, 
though it retires never. ſo near the 


Heart, and gets never ſo far from 
the 


46 The Foriunate Fool. 
the mouth. * But why do I weary 
my ſelf with _— having a defire 
to know > 
In faying- this, a little Curtain 
was drawn, and behind it appeared | 
a figure of Braſs, which ſeemed to. 


be Cxpid, with his Quiver , Bow, | 


Scarf and Arrows; no looner was it 


diſcovered when theſe words were | 
heard'to come from it, The mar w 


72 LT ove. 
Fhe Licentiate had ſcarce heard | 


this (for now he was charmed a+ 
gainſt Viſions)when,much afflicted, | 
he ſaid , Mr. Doctor, Heaven hath | 
guided me hither to day, to ſee, 
you, in a time of the greateſt Exe-/ 


gency that my heart hath ever had: 

That which this Spirit ſaith, 1s. the 
very truth; I will tell you it at! 
farge, becauſe I hope for a remedy 
from your profound Science ,* 
and you muſt take notice, by: . 
the way, that the reaſon why there 


6 


kJ 


| 
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is ſo little Love in the world, is, 
becauſe I have it all , '1nfomuch 
that there 1s none left for any '0- 
ther. In my heart he keeps all his 
Armory with great glory, there 
his Temple and Altars , with more 
zealous demonſtrations, With more 
pious Ceremonies, then when An- 
tiquity conſecrated to the 'flattery 
of his Deity , the bloud of brute 
Animals : Here I ſhed my own 
bloud for the Victim.to him, which 
by little and little conſumes me 
with its burriing fire, 

As I paſſed, oneSummers Evening, 
in a Coach through .the meadow 
of San Geronimo, now no more a 
meadow, but a wilderneſs . where- 
in are hunted, with cruel deſtructt- 
on, not wild beaſts, but men ; here 
1 fell entangled into nets of foft 
hair, was ſubjeed by the darts of 


Plercmg Eyes, I yielded my felt 


to the {miles of a' mouth , and 
ſuffered 
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ſuffered my ſelf to be carried away 
with ..the pleaſure of bluſhing 


cheeks : :.- The owner of theſe arms | 


went in-another Coach ; we bring | 


together hers and mine , where | 
was a. tender yielding on my | 
part, and a wanton allowance on ' 
hers 3 I neyer thought that in flat- 
tering breaths there could come 
revengeful flames, yet they _ 


in thoſe of her peaceful words : 


remained hers , followed hez * 
her ſlave, learnt her houſe, her: 
quality , and that of her Parents; | 
I knew ſhe had a brother equall to 


me in age and humour , I procu- 
red his triendſhip by divers ways, 


and got admittance by this means, | 


into the Houſe of Dojia Dorothea 


(for ſo ſhe is call'd , that is, happy 
in all graces ) 1 ſpoke. to her ter-. 


| derly, ſhe anſwered me mildly , 
read my verſes, and applauded 
them , gave reception to ſome of 


my 


} 
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my picſcats, all which paſſed with 
ſecurity, and little notice taking of 
her Parents, on the icore that ] was 
her brothers friend , they fuppos'd 
that that was courtelte, and not 


' courtſhip; kindneſs, and not Love. 


Time, opportumty , and con- 
verſe, made me every day more 
happy in her favour, I can aſſure 
you, that 1 had hope before I had 
love, ſo much did her favours an- 
ticipate my deſires. They go forth 
on their way, it being ſufficient for 
me to meet and receive them. Ft- 
rally, this Lady, in regard ſhe was 
the moſt beautiful, was the moſt 
delired by all kind of pretenders, 
becauſe ſhe had entertainment for 
all deſires ; the had Wealth for the 
Covetous, Nobility for the Gentle- 
man, Beauty for the Gallants, Vir- 
tue for the Sober , and Diſcretion 
for the Wiſe : But I alone v-as the 
fortunate poſſeſlor of her Love; I 

i” oave 
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gave ftorme to the fort of her 
Breaſt, and gained her Heart , but 
vot without my own Joſs and de- 


ſtruction, if ſo peaceable anaCtion | 


deſerves ſo ſevere a name, as 1s the 
givirig mine in exchange of her 
heart, 'tis the majeſ{ty of Love that 
knows not how to yield it ſelf to 


unequals.z muſt another Love be | 
born , another muſt call him to de- | 
fiance : On this manner paſled I 


the pleaſanteſt hours, that I can 


hope for in my Life 5 when fortune | 


TIRE 


envious, or juſtly angry , that hu- | 
mane merits ſhould tyrannize over | 
ſo divine parts , ſtole her from : 


mine Eyes and from my hopes. 


Tis three days fince I have not 


been 1n my felf, tis three daies | 
t:nce, that I live without knowing | 


_— We 1 7 > 


whereT an, becaule F know not | 


' where lhe 1s, that is owner of my 
Senſe: : | was on Chriſtmas day 


to vilit her , taking occaſion of the 


[me 
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time, but found her nbt witfin , 1 
asked her mother for her; fhe told 
me that ſhe was gone to ſee an Aunt 
of hers; I met her Father in the 
ſtreet, he told me that her Mo- 
ther and ſhe were gone to a Nove- 
27,at the Holy Covent of Alcala ; 
and perceiving the deceit, in the 
diſagreement of the Witneſles, I 
[ conſulted her Brother , but found 
him confuſed 5 who not ſuſpeCting 
that fo large a ſhare of the ſucceſs 
concerned me, related the grea- 
teſt misfortune that hath happened 
in the World. | 
Miſeries of Beauty , how great 
are ye | Divine Dorothea, I with 
thou hadſt never been born beau- 
tiftulz if thou wert to be unhappy, 
without doubt, forcune thinks her 
ſelf beautiful,fince ſhe perſecutes 1o 
much thoſe who are fo; alas, my 
deſtiny ! I durſt have fworn thou 
wouldſt throw me down with the 
FE, 2 zreateſt 
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LU 


oreatfſt haKrd , when thou raiſedſt 


me up to ſo high fortune. Things | 


that are wholly perfect, never en- 
dure long : In Perfection it (elf doth 


danger lie concealed 5 in Height 


| 


it ſelf doth ruine ſtand threatning. | 


The Sun in coming to the Sign 
where it is moſt elevated , begins 
to decline, and continues not 1n his 
greateſt height one minute. 

He related to me, as to a friend, 


in whom he expected not diſmays, | 


but comforts , that his Siſter was | 


wanting ſince the night before, 
that going 1na Coach with her Mo- 


ther to attins, in returning home |: 


without knowing by whom or 


where , they were ſet down ata | 


houſe 1o like theirs, as the night ; 


and ſleepineſs would give them |: 


leave to diſcern, that being decei- 
ved, they centred into it, and in an 


inftant the Coach diſappeared, and ' 
themthey lock d up in two ſeveral | 


Rqgoms | 


F 
þ 


[1 
| 
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Rooms well furniſhed, which ſhew- 
ed a rich maſter; that afterwards 
they offered a Sedan to her Mo- 
ther to bring her home 1n, tel- 
ling her that her Daughter was 
there already without any hurt, 
that ſhe ſhould hold her peace ; 
and that the Love of a great man 
had attempted a thing that had 
ſucceeded in vain ;-but tinally, D-z- 
14a Dorothea, was tree now from all 
fear: with tins her Mother was 
deceived , and no ſooner had thoſe 
who carried her come to th ſtreet 
where ſhe lived , when they in- 


treated her that ſhe would 20 alone 


into her houſe, becaule they would 
not, by chance, be known, by the 
lights that ſhould come out to re- 
ceive her. With this ſhe entred, 
and they were gone in an inſtant : 
Inſomuch that when ſhe knew her 
Daughter was not at hoie 3 and 
called to her Father and Erother 
F 3 {or 
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for Vengeance, they found no bo- 
dy on whom to execute It. 

When I heard fuch fad news, I | 
remained as dead ; he that related 
them, thonght [ had done it only | 
out of my friendſhip to him, and | 
was glad to find ſo lively a reſent- | 
ment, hoping that I would help to | 
ſearch her wut as a faithful friend : 

Sol promiſed him to do,but in vain, | 
ſince there isnot ſo much asthe leaft | 
ſhadow «- of her. *'Tis now three | 
days fince that I have ſought her + 
with all diligence, but I am aſha- | 
med of my care; for I find no way, * 
not ſo much as to ſhew my ſollict- 
tude: So unhappy am I, that I am. 
not ſo nuich as able to ſhew that 

I have a defire to find her, by one! 
way or another , that would not | 
be to her great diſgrace. | 

This puts me belides my wits, E 
this1s it, that cannot be contained | | 
In my breatt , and gets forth a-| 
| monglt_ 
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mong(t my ſighs : This is the cauſe 


that I throw my ſelf at thy feet, 


moſt learned man above all that 
have been born , take compaſſion, 
for Gods fake , ' of this grievous 
difaſter ; let not Fortune boaſt her 
ſelf that ſhe hath command over 
the Wiſe , ſince there are that 


 fay the wiſe bear Rule over For- - 


tune : Tell me where he 1s that 
hath ſtoln her 2 How ſhe hath de- 
fended her ſelf, where this confu- 
{ion muſt ſtop : > Conſult this Spirit 
that hath penetrated my thoughts, 
let us know from him the End of 
my Griefs, fince he already knew 
the beginning of them. 

The Doctor would not have 
hearkened fo long , becauſe he had 
oven him more jealouſies than 
words ,' with his relation , but to 
fix in the Vengeance of this, and 
of the Pride with which he had 
painted himſelf the ſole diſpoſer of 


her, 


&6 The Fortunate # v4. 


her, who was ſo, of all, and it was 
on this manner. 
The Licentiate had no Comer 


ended, but the little Idol, which had | 
given the firſt anſiver , ſapk down, | 


leaving in the wall an hollow place, | 


| 


through whichtheſight might freely | ; 


paſle to another quarter, curiouſly 
rich. You, Mr. Licentiate, take 
COUrage, ſaid the Doctor, and you | 
ſhall ſee with your Eyes the eſtate 
of your care, peep through this| 
hole, and ſee that which palleth, | 


The Licentiate did fo , 'and faw 


Doga Dorothea , who yas in dif-. 


courſe with a Gallant , of a hand- 
ſome perſonite and dilpoſition: 


This, ſaid the DoGor , 1s ſufficient 


for the preſent, and the Curtain, 
was drawn. You ſhall know, faid' 
he , that this Lady is already over- 


come, Icannot tell you the. place 


whzcre ſhe 1s, becauſe it 1s not con-/ 
ventcnt 5 neither matters it , ſup-! 
p-ofe 
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poſe 1t was toid;Þo her Parents, 
You may fay that an Aſtrologer 
hath rrognoſticated to you , that 
they ikail bring her back to her 
Houſe within a very few days , 
that in the mean time they make 
no buſtle , ſince they will ſuffer 
more than any body &lfe in their 
own honour. I am forry that fo 
underſtanding a man fhould let 
himſelf be d$ceived by the flatte- 
ries of a. Woman. Know. tkat (ſhe 
never loved you, but only for her 
Husband. her Love regarding more 
your wealth then your perſon. 

The Arrogant Gallant was aſto- 
niſhed, and unexpectedly ſurprized 
at the wonders he ſaw and heard , 
inſomuch that he was ſtruck ſpeech- 
lels with rage and indignation. 
Don Leonardo that was in no lefle 
admiration , ſuppoting that man- 
hood was now of ne uſe, role up, 
taking his leave of the Doctor ; art 
whic! 
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which the Licentiate did the ſame, 


without ofterug to ſpeak any thing 
at all ; ar faſt giving him many | 
thanks for injuries, they both went | 
away blundering and ſtumbling, ! 
and asking one another. if 1t «was | 
Truth indeed , that they had ſeen: 
the paſled Viſions. 
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Ce, . ! 
'S | CHAP. Il. 
ny | 
nt | 
7, | The Fodl gives an Account of 


as | bis Life to .byss Friend, to- 
n' pether with the occaſion of 
the adventures already rela- 


7 2d. 


6 Þ He troubles of the Calle 
f Afayor ( or bigh Street ) 
1 were not the occaſion: of 
our Dod@ors ſhutting him- 
ſelf up, as he had told the Licenct- 
ate; for thoſe had an eaſter reme- 
) dy, ſince there are other {treets in 
' Madrid more quiet, and paſijages 
into the Fields more pleaſant. 
Love it was that had confined him 

| tohis houſe for his Priſon. 
: Who told thee ſo, my friend 
Hiſtorian? ( will ſome body fay ) 


aTakllts, 
10y 
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how doſt thou know that 2 Few 
there are that can anſwer to this 
Queſtion ; but I am ſo great a 


friend of clearing doubts , that I} 


very wiliingly rclolve it. It was 


told me by a Gentleman of Madrid, | 


"Fae", 7 et 


a friend and intimate of the Do- | 
ors, his name Don Felix del Pra- | 


2, he gave me an account of his 


Life , and particularly of the mar- | 


velous ſucceſs which gave me oc-' 


calion to write it- 


Don Felix was troubled at the | 
melancholy and retiredneſs of "the 


Dodtor , which now was taken no- 


tice of by all his friends ; for » 


Chriſtmas holydays were paſt, and 
their Mirth', without the Doctors | 
having had any taſte of them. He | 
was always inthe houſe, 'yet never | 
ſuffering himſclt to be ſeen by any | 
boay , fave once, that two entred | 
In boot his Icave » Which colt ' 


thera a (ufficient trouble , as | have 


recla- 
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related. This Gentleman was of 


a pleaſant nature , always delirous 


of making friendſhips, and had 
contracted a verygfirm one with 
the Doctor upon occaſion of thoſe 
Amours; even to the making of 


' himſelf a party in them 


One day then when he ſaw him 
more free from Sighs, then he was 


- accuſtomed to be; I afſlure you, 


my friend, faid he to him, I under- 


. ftand you not ; you fay you are 


almuſt undone for this woran. 
You have her tn the houlſe, and 
without any hazard : what would 


. you have more ? Enjoy the oppor- 


runity ; Declare your ſeit to her, 
and leave off diſguiſes. I ſee, ſaid 


| the Doctor, I have theſe advanta- 


by . 
ges near and eaflje to ſetisfie my 
appetite ; I well fee.. that I can 
force her without hazard, -f15ce 


, ſhe thinks I am a ſtrayger, with this 


maſque that I haye put on { of 
which 
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which I ſhall hereafter give you aq| 
Account ) but I do not ſubject my| 
defires to ſuch humble Victories ,| 
T covet her Loyg, I would conquer 
her Soul ; I pay not my ſelf with} 
lefler pledges : Love 1s the Salt| 
of all thefe delights, with Love 
the ſight of the Lady is glorious, 
, and even that of the Walls of her. 
houſe 3 with Love hope 1s happy; 
with Love any promile is of Eſti-; 
mation , every glimpſe is a favour, 
every word is tweet, all is ſeaſoned; 
with Love ; if that be wanting! 
neither avails the ſeeing her, nor: 
ſpeaking to her, nor as many fa 


vours as confidence it ſelf can force 


from her. Now I ſee, reply'd Don; 
Felix, that it 1s a great misfgrtune| 
to be a wile man, if you were not| 
ſuch , you would not ſpin out a 
diſcourſe on this manner , but} 
would lay hold on the occaſion; 


enjoy 1t, and then, as unconcer-| 


ned; 


o 
. 


| 
: 


| 
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ned , bid defiance to Love. 

We are alone, ſaid the DoQtor , 
and with intention not to go out 
of this houſe, nor let in any body, 
that ſha]l not be of it; I am big 
with this thought, and have made 
experience of this truth , give me 
attention, I befeech you ; Liften 
to the diſcourſe of my Life, and 
you fhall ſee by the way , how ex- 
atly you have hit.on that conceit : 
You ſhall ſee how all the time that 
I was a foo], I was the moſt happy 
perſon of the World , only by be- 
ing ſo; notwithſtanding I was ne- 
ver ſo much deſerted by men ; nay 


* fortune her ſelf, ſhe did alſo forſake 


me then, when I was a fool, be- 
cauſe I imagined that , 1n time, I 


{ might ceaſe to be ſo. I have no 


butineſs, faid Doz Felix , that re- 
quires my preſence , more than 
your carcs ; and therefore ſhould 


 beglad,, that you would tel] me 


the 
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the beginnings of them , becauſe 
on this manner I might walk with | 
more light : One and the other | 


(faid the Doctor) you ſhall know 
this afternoon, although the Jaſt 
will but renew my ſmart, and I 


know not whether or no I ſhall 


have patience to endure it. 
I (my friend) was conceived in 


original folly , and can ſoy, I ama | 
fool on all ſides; for my. Father, | 


being a man well born, and ha- 


ving taken the degree of Licenci:- | 


ate inAlcala, with his foot already 
in the ſtirrip for a moſt honoura- 


ble imployment , fell in love with | 
my Mother, being a Maiden of | 
mean Extra&ion., and allo a fool, ! 
by complection. This good Fa- | 
ther of mine , being wounded with | 
the darts of her pretty Eyes , grew | 


deſperately in love with her , and 
therefore .contrived how he might 
deceiye her, fo gave her a pro- 

miſe 


: 
| 


A 
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miſe cf Marriage , with intention 
to leave her In the Turch + ſhe giv- 
ivg credit to his words, they bot tt 
play" d the fool : for he was after- 
wards forced to marry her , by 
Juſtice 3 and ſhe brought her Ho- 
nour almoſt to the lait oaſp. 

Fram this folly. of both was L 
born, at a time when the Councel 
of the Fagaws , nominated my Fa- 
ther to a Government in that other 
World, which was Jike killing 
mm, for this: Now I being bur 
newly born , he conſidered that 
the embarquing me with hun, was 
to hazard my hfe ; and therefors 
determined to Jeave me in charge 
with a Brother of his, then Curate 


of Odor a Village three Leagues 


from Madrid : He did fo, and de- 


. parted with his Wife. 


My breeding up , was then 1 Tp) 
0401 at the breaſts of a bouncing 


wench, the Wife of a farmer , rude 
| in 


tbo; 
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in behaviour and language : Here 
you ſee my excule before hand, if 
in my Hiſtory , I uſe but little or- 
der in my words, for what Lan- 
guage could learn from a woman 
of this rank ? She gave me 1n her 
Milk the Quinteſcence of Garleek, 
Onions, and Wine, which was her 


+ dayly ſuſtenance. Here you fee 
\ me ruſtick in body andggul :; but 


as Heaven always takes care of | 


thoſe whom men forſake, I grew 
ftrong and robuſt with this harſh- 
neſs, but I retained the Phiſtogno- 
my of the Nurſe , her brown skin, 
and a ſurly frown , perchance 
learnt from that which ſhe always 
put on when ſhe looked upon 
me, ſo powerful is the imaginati- 
on. In ſnel} manner did the fear 
of her ſeverity poſleſle me, that 
mulſing always upon It, it remai- 
ned imprinted on my face 5 my 
head was fortified by her hideous 
ch- 
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clamors , and my patience , by 
meer VEXations. 

Now at ſeven years of Age, my 
Uncle confidering, that it was time 
to learn to read , and wintte , 
taught me, in company of another 
Nephew of his, of the ſame Ape , 
which he kept in the houſe: I, mn 
my looks , ſhewed alwaics a con- 
tumacious , and rebellious Wit : 
' together with a ſtubborn kind of 
relervation : Inſomuch, that 1n the 
Town, they courteouſly called me 
el Cenudo, or the Frowner, In ltead 
of calling me, the Fool, 

My Uncle was harſh of Hus 
mour , but had a plodding head 
of his own, and therefore notwith- 
ſtanding he whipped my ſchool-fel- 
low, at every turn, for the neg- 
left of his leſſon, yet did he me, 
but ſeldom . ſaying that I, that was 
a Fool, for my dulneſs might be 
excuſed , but not the other , be- 
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cauſe he ſhewed a free wit : From 
that time forward did my folly be- 
in to ſtand me in ſtead , tince 
:r ſaved me ſo many whippivgs , 
and I loſt nothing in the concluſi- 
on , for I Icarnt as much as the 
other , becauſe he learnt very lit- 
tle, Eight hundred Duckats did 
the Cure bring 1n yearly to my 
Uncle, and yet for all this, he 
was lo milerable , that he made 
ule of us inſtead of Servants, and 
kept no other. But I was born 
with I know not what Pride 1n my 
heart , which pulld me by the 
tHeeve, and reprehended me every 
time I did any thing that was un- 
worthy. 

He uſed to ſend me for Wine, 
and I that had always a liquorif 
palate, play'd the Taſter to the 
Pitcher , but that Town being 
plentiful of water , I repayed it 
doubly out of the firlt River 1 cams 

at: 
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it-: My Uncie apprehending it , 
in the Taſt ; ſomewhat troubled, 
began to ſay , that I being a Foo), 
the Woman of the Tavern ftill 
2ve me of the wor{t.and fo ſent me 
00 More. 
To theſe meſlages my Compant- 
on proffered. himſelf with great 
diligence, for he was naturally a 
iriend of play, and loved gadding 
abroad 3 but I eſcaped not icot- 
free, for 1t coſt me the care of 
the Bells, a thing , in my opinion , 
molt troublclome, and what would 
almoſt be impoſſible for me to un- 
dergo , if I were not otherwite 
enabled, and my folly thould nor 
luccour me. The good Curate 
contrived th ſpare a Sexton, and 
that thould pay for it. 1 had not 
a head to run up and down the 
turning ſcars of the Steeple, 1a 
many times a day ; nor to cndure 
the noyle of the Ze)!>; for having 
F<9 11 
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in the Milk . ſucked in ſo much 


Wine and Garleek,, my head was 
in a perpetual giddinels. 

I remember once that ſleeping 
in the moſt ſound and quiet time of 
the night , there came a husband- 
man of the Town in great haſt, to 


intreat my. Uncle that he would | 


give order to knock the bells for 
Child-birth, becauſe his wife was 
Juſt crying out. My good Curate 
then waked me, ſaying, riſe Per:co, 
riſe, and ring for Child-birth 
quickly , quickly; I got up, and 
as we fools have great memories, 
I retained 1n1t, the quickly, quick- 
Iy,. and I knocked the Bells ſo 
nimbly that the Inhabitants of 
the Town had thought, without 
doubt, it rang for fire : At the ala- 
1um they all got up, running out 
of their houſes, ſome with pit- 
chers, Others with kettles, others 
with buckets, and others with fe- 
| rInges 
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ringes and ſeveral Engins, all came 
ſtraight to the Church, to ask me 
where ? where ? I anſwered in 
ſuch a ones houſe , thinking that 
they would know where the wo- 
man in Labour was; and the Cu- 
rate being fallen aſleep again , I 


| had no body to ſhew me my er- 


rour. 

The Neighbours were all chus 
gathered together 1n a Tumult at 
the houſe of the woman in Labour, 
and ſeeing a great deal of fmoak 
go up out of the Chymney , for 
they had, by chance, kindled the 
Childbed fire of ſtraw , (which 
is poor peoples fuel upon neceſſ1- 
ty) they all ſuppoſed , that there 
the houſe was on fire , indeed, and 
began to pdur on their Pitchers , 
Kettles, Seringes, and other F'ngins 
of water ; tountile the houſe, and 
pull down the Chimney that they 
might quench the fire 3 others fell 
tO 
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to breaking open the doors, with 
a.terrible clattering , and hearing 
the woman crying out with her 
pains in the bed, believed ſhe did 
it for fear of the fire , they carried 
her out in their arms 1nto the 
{treet , no arguments , nor entrea- 
ties being ſufficient to prevent it. 
When they came ncar to {ce more 
at lexfure. where the fire vas, there 
was fallen ſuch abundance of ruh- 
bith upon it that they thought the 
Poor Woman owed hcr life to that 
digence,who was delivered before 
all tie Town 41n the middle of the 
itreer, and of a multitude of lights; 
that the Chiid might be ſure not 
to want Witneſies nor Goſhirs. 

The Relation of the husband 
was not {uthcient wit the Town, 
to periwave them, that they were 
not Cailed to the: quenching of a 
Fire, but to Child-birth . though 
he wore it a thouſand times 1 
they 
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they believed him not ; So ordi- 
nary a thing. 1t 1s to give more Cre- 
dit to 4 raſcal then to an honeſt 
man. I was ſorry the fault was 
not laid at my door 3 -but my Un- 
cle ſuſpe&ted it , which was: belt 
for my caſe, for ſeeing that I under- 
ſtood not the Office, he reſolved 
totake it from me in a few cayes: 
and diflembled it at preſent, be- 
cauſe he would not anger the pars 
tics agrieved, : 

A while after , dyed one. of the 
principal men of the pariſh, a Gen- 
tieman and of good Parentage ; 
But a peripn that' would make a 
fool of himſelf, when he was 1n his 
Wine,{o that bene 2 little elevated, 
would go- out upon a holy-day 
with a Tabor and Pipe, to make 
merry and dance with the maids 
and young mcn of the Town, in a 
ridiculous manner. My Undclc 
knew of his being dead , and at 
the 
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the inſtant came haſtily to me : 
Go Perzco, ſaid he, go ring for the 
Dead, and without Lazineſs, for 
the Love of God , merrily, merri- 
Iy.: He thought that I underſtood 
he meant the Bells, and ſuppoted 
it was ſufficient to make 1gnes to 
me. I went to my Belfry very 
carefully, to obey him with all 

unCtuality , and conf{idered how 
be had commanded me to ring for 
the Dead merrily. God bleſs me, 
thought I to'my ſelf, ſurely the 
Phyfi fician of the the Town is dead, 
or the Scrivano , .( or Attorney ) 
[ſince my Uncle hath a mind [ 
ſhould celebrate it with ſo much 
mirth. T bethought my ſelf that 
the merrieſt ſound , in my opinion, 
was the Chaccora , and knocked 
the Chacona with both my hands, 
on two Bells, ſo to the life , and 
with fo much Air. that many after- 
wards ſwore to me. it þ ad made 
ticm dance. The 
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The Parents of the Dead-man , 
thinking it was tomock him for be- 
ing a Taborer,take their Half-pikes 
and Lances,and coming towards the 
Belfry,before they got thither,they 
| began to ſhout,and call out Rogue, 
Raſcal, doſt thou not know what 
thou doſt 2 I, ſeeing that Squa- 
dron together, armed at all Points, 
confirmed my ſuſpicion, and ves 
rily believ'd, they came to make 
merry for the dcath of ſame of the 
the aforeſaid , with a * Torneo de a 
pie; T then more pleaſed my ſelf 


* Or bat- 


tatle dance 
7 Spain - 


\with the ſound., . but they redoub- wherein 
ling their noyſe, 1 held {till a little!7, &r- 


for curioſity , and heard them fay ing + 


tome, who bad thee Raſcal, who 


y 1 
Lances 


-< aggers 


bad thee Ring after this manner ? 77” ;, 


I believing that they had admired :#ir 


Lands. 


It , anfwered,, my Uncle the Cu- 
rate 5 ſcarcely had they heard that, 
when they departed towards his 
houſe : but by this, he came run- 


ng 
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ing to the Steeple, with his Gown 
tuck'd up at his Girdle , {weating 
drop after drop':; and crying out , 
what doſt thou:do ,;.Fool 2 what 
doſt. thon:do Beaſt 2 Percetving 
him-angry, T:let:-alone the Belts ; 
and he proceeded ;:come down 
from. thence beaſt, for thou un- 
do'ſt me. /] came down.and found 
my good Curate, compatted about 
by all thole Executioners , who 
made a great noyſe, .but 1 minded 
not what they faid',. only liltning 
to my Uncle, heard him cry, he'l 
rel] ye, Let. him: tell ; They all re- 
ply'd, he has already told us, and 
at this, they drawing nearer , my 
Uncle. calld to me, Come hither 
(Sonot a Whore ) did [ bid thee 
knock the Chacona © ( my father 
could have fad no more to me ). 
Why, faid I > did you nor bid me 
510g merrily 2 what then can you 
have merrier., This gave them 
all 
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all ſatisfaction, and they depar- 
ted. 

Who now would not have ſaid 
that this ny ſhould have been my 
undoing ? yet it was not, but the 
eaſe of my trouble; for my Uncles 
anger being appealed , and ſuppo- 
{ing that [ did it ont of Ignorance, 
never beat me for the neglect; and 
not to fee himſelf in (ſuch another 
premunire, took from me my Of- 
tice of Governour of the Bells , and 
oxvcitto my Cozen and Compant- 
ON. 

He had alittle ſuſpicion of his 
being ſomewhat greedy, and in re- 

fard he loved him more then me, 
he had employed him 1m the care 
of the Larder ; now the Man be- 
ing miſcrable, he thought he did 
vclt to change his Officers, there- 
tore mace me his diſpcncer, or 0- 
vericer of his provitions , and gave 

me the keve of a Reom where he 


FP 
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kept all his dainties. You ſee me 
here Maſter of all my defire meerly 
by my follies. | 

He delivered all to me by ac- 
count, Cheeſes, Hony , Pome-Ci- 
tron, boxes of Quince Marmalate, 
two dozen Gammons of Bacon , 
as many dryed Saflages, and a thou- 
ſand other knacks of the Nunnes. 
In fine, I took him a little out of 
each of theſe meats, and if he fad 
Maſs betimes , 1 alſo took care to 
give hinra Biſcate and Wine , but 
thought much to give him all, and 
leave none for my ſelf ; and yet 
feared leſt my Uncle coming to 
know the lofle , ſhould take from 
me the key , and throw me out 
to the Quire to ſing, without more 
ado. Sol hit upon a Stratagem, 
and it was to glve out a repert 
that there were a world of mice 
haunted us, with this I eat as much 
©heete , Biſcates and Sweet-meats 
as 
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as] had a mind to : but being ſome- 
what more affeCtionate to the Gam- 
mons of Bacon, I ſuppoſed the mice 
could not keep me blamelels for 
this,they ordinarily eating little be. 
cauſe they are hindred by the {word 
of it: Now my Uncle going 11 dayly 
to ſee the State of his Dainttes , 
for certain ( ſaid I once to him ) 
there 1s no ſuffering this 11] netigh- 
bourhood of the mice, for I always 
find ſomewhat or other devoured; 
it you, Sir, think fit, we will put 1n- 
tothe Larder a Cat that ſhall give 
them their payment ; the counſel] 
'was liked well by my Uncle, who 
was very angry at the piltering of 
the Mice ; ſo he made a Cat-hole in 
the door, and I went in to ſerve 
for a Cat, and cut what | liked of 
the Gammons, and Saſſages, and 
whilſt the reſt were at Church, and 
a little old woman gone to the 
market for meat, I tryed it for 
my 
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my felf, and drew the Devil out of 
my Guts. The Curate coming home, 
noted what was wanting, and con- 
cluded ſtraight that the Cat had ea- 
ten it and although I did him more 
miſchief , ſo great was his anger 
apainſt the Mice , that he was-well 
enough contented , and faid , "Tis 
no. matter, fince theſe ſcurvy Ver- 
min dye in exchange of my tos. 
I always kept ſhut the Cat-hole, be- 
cauſe the Cat and I being then both 
of one trade, I would not. that ſhe 
ſhould out-do me in any thing. 
Sixteen years ſpent in this life, 
without knowing thatI could have 
a: happier 3 which was no great 
matter indeed for me : for whillt 
2 man dEfireth no more than what 


he enjoyeth , he may ſay that he. 


enjoyeth his hearts deſire. I found 
within me a certain covetous incl1- 
nation to books, which never lett 
me 5 and went abroad into. the 
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Fields with ſome of; my Lncles ;, 
as Cuzman the Rogue, Vbregſy * 
the Squire | Lazarillo,, and others 
of this kitid « F entertained. my ſcir 
fveetly with thele ar al} idle times , 

which were many, if Summer it2 
the Shades; and at the\Sun in Wins 
ter. - OE HE 13441: OE 

It happened at the! time of the 

Feſtival, which they uſe: to make 

to the Sacrament ;. that: there was 

ia the Caſtle of 0doz, a great Geny 
tleman; priſoner, for a certain quar- 
fel which he. had: had with a' Nor 
ble-man 1n-the Courts -He under- 
faking on his-own accbunt to make 

t; for: that: purpoſe.:4ent ,for ,p 

Compaby ' of Stage Players from 

Madrid : Thoſe. who.;had made 

their Autos (or. Acts ) there on the 

fame occaſion 5 who .repreſented 
in 040 two of excellent. variety: of 
verſes, of profound::conceit, anfl 
aboveall, with great Ornament of 
© Clothes, 


;01 
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Clothes. I: was in great. admira- 
tion at it, and followed after them 
open mouth'd, as if by that, all 
thoſe Graces would have entred 
into me. They ated ſome Come- 
dies in the Caſtle to entertain that 
Gentleman, of which I loſt not ons 
tittle, neither was it poſſible for me 
fo do otherwiſe. 

After they had been there three 
days, I perceived they talked of 
going away ,, and had y——_— 
Coaches at- the Gate, having al- 
ready taken leave of the Alcalde, 
Here I was ready to loſe my ſen- 
ſes, wiſhing I had never ſeerthem, 
for it ſeemed to me | fhould ne- 
ver be able to live in their bitter 
abſence 3 fo much did this defire 
work in me , that it maſtered my 
Cowardiſe, and that natural re- 
ſtraint which alwaies (to my great 
ſhame)kept me inawe; - 

I came to one of the — 

ang 
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aid acked him whithet they went? 
he told me to Madrid; are you, re- 
plyed I, to At as many times 
there 3 He laughed at me, and 
faid, there, Friend, are two Come- 
dies every day , and many times 
halfa dozen , with thoſe ated In 
particular houfes, © I already had 
knowledge that Madrid. was the 
thiefeft Town of Spain, but I knew 
nat wherein it was fo , or what 
ad 1luſtrate -1t , becauſe I had 
never beerf out of 0404 net 
ther had I ever had any delire that 
my Uncle ſhould ſet me go out of 
tz when I heard that in 1fadrid 
they had of that ever y day, and 
afterwards knew that it was but 
there hard by;.I thought I was very 
near Heaven, and curſed-my for- 
fune that had for ſixteen years de- 
prived me of fecing a place where 
there'are two Comedies every day, 
and many times half a dozen un 

G 2 par- 
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particular houſes.I then parpofed to 
ſay to Death when he ſhould come 
with the Writ of Execution, to do 
it on my Life , that there wanted 
yet ſixteeh years , becauſe 'thoſs 
which are imputed' to me that [ 
lived in Odor, was: not to live, 
nor any thing like it. What, is t 
poſſible'; thought TI, that any one 
can Jive among theſe Barbarians, 
that have not two'Cotnedics eve 
ry day , and many tinies fix in par- 
ticular honſes 2 ThisI repeated e+ 


very moment in my Iſmaginati- 


EE 
- It afterwards happened that tlie 
impriſonment of that Otntlemai 
who was in the Caſtle- {tj}] conti- 
nuing .,there came men of very 
pleafaiit-converſation , -and Ladies 
. of courtly behaviour ro viſit him; 
went up and down there amopeft 
them , being 'becumie all Eyes , 'as 
if F would diſcover a new World; 
| f 
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[ madea friendſhip with a Page of 

my own years, a very ſtraight one. 
out of a covetouſneſs that he ſhould 
inform me concerning thoſe things. 
He told me, that thoſe with whom 
tis Maſter paſt away | the time,Cecel- 
ving the ſadneſs of his imp:;ilon- 
nent, were men that had ſtudied 
good learning, and that made vcr- 
ks, and ſuch Comedies as not lopy, 
fnce. had been adted there ; and 
that they allo writ Books of entcr- 


, |tainment , of which I already had 
. knowledge. I asked hjm if they 


[were of Madr a and thoſe Ladies: 


He told me yes. I asked allo,with 
much ſimplicity , if in Madrid the 
Cavaliers uſed to keep ſo many wo- 
men; - And even the Rogues too, 
aid he, keep as many as they can 
oct, with their induſtry, or with 
their mony. That, I to!d him, I had 
read of the great Turk. F riend, 
ſid he, he keeps them as his own 
G3 2-- - JEves; 
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| Wives, theſe do not. So much| 


the better, ſaid I , much more plea- 
fant ſeems this manner of Grſio to 
me : The great Turk ſurely knows 
not how to ſolace himſelt with fo 
much eaſe. When I knew that in 
Madrid they had Comedies , inge- 
nious men, delicate and beautify 
women , and that without the 
trouble of Marriage they were per- 
mitted , at the expence of mony 
or induſtry ; I cou}d not refilt this 
deſire, but yielded up my arms to 
_ It, and reſolved that my departure 
ſhould be very ſuddainly. - 

Now knowing that it was nat 
enough to go to Madrid , unlels 
mony went with me; becauſe the 
poor man lives expoſed to all mile- 
ries In the ſtreets. I fell to plot- 
ting how to go tq Madrid ina good 
Condition. 

My Father ſent by every Fleet, 
about four hundred Crowns to 
the 
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the Curate my Uncle, for the char- 
ges which he ſuppoſed were laid 
out on me, in maintaining me at 
the Univerſity of Salamanca , itu- 
dying the faculty of the Laws 
a thing Which he had often recom- 
mended by ſeveral Letters 3 ,to 
which my Uncle anſwered, that 
although I was {t1}] a Fool, yet he 
hoped that ina ſhort time he ſhould 
avilize me a little more 3 becauſe 


I ſhould not be there the mock 


and laughing ſtock of all. Act this 


| time came the Fleet and the four 


hundred Crowns 5 me thought it 
was pity that he ſhou!d be paid 
with ſo much liberality, who bred 
me up with ſo much miſery 3 And 


| asa ſtrong deſire, never wants ar- 


guments to ſet it forward 3 it ſee« 
med to me but a Caſe of Reſit- 
tution, to take from him that 
which came for my ſelf, ſo I did; 
and. with regard to my at” ; 
or 
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for even to ſteal, it is. good to 
have the.opinian of being a Fool, 


:My Uncle-put;his breeches where 


he kept the key of the mony , un- 
der his pillow 3 when he there- 
fare was- in bed. it was impoſlible 
to open the Gabinet without mani- 
felt danger 3 wherefore the con- 
triyance was thus. 1 
About two a Clock in the _ 
it being very dark, I roſe with 
great lilence , and. opened the 
Door of the ſtreet, and all the reſt, 
to that where the Curate was 5 and 
afterwards being come to my bed, 
I. began to. cry, Sir , Undle, Sir, 
Uncle, Thieves , Thieves | Be 
wakes, and hearing the noiſe, ina 
moment jumps into the Floor, ta- 
king a ſword .which he had on the 
Beds teſter, and being amazed; 
asked, where doeſt thou hear them? 
Where are they? At the {treet- 
door they make a nolle ,. ſaid 1. 
by WW th 
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With this he haſtens to the ſtreet 
door , which was not near , telling 
me that I ſhould riſe and light 2 
Canele. All this while my Cozen 
ſlept, 

I ſearched the pockets : took 
the key of the Cabinet, where-the 
Four hundred Crowns were new- 
ly come 3 and finding them, jo a 
purſe, I left the Cabinet open 3 : 
then although I felt the Candle, I 
went not to jjght it, till I had firſt 
laid up in ſecurity the purſe of my 
Joy,my life,and all my remedy.The 
Curate having found the BR 
open , tcl! , in the firlt place, to 
(huttig that of the ſtr cet,and lack- 
ing of it, and te key being then 
on the. infide , he took it out of the 
lock, t choking the Thief was with- 
in, and that with 'this. he ſhould 
binder his paſlage out , and catch 
him with the theft in "his hands : 
then cryed out, Boy, bring hither 


the 
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the Candle,brivg the light. I came 
down with it | and found him-with 


his back againſt the ſtreet-door, 


in a fighting poſture cutting and 
flaſhing the Air , and calling out, 
Sacrilegious Rogues, the Curate; 


muſt you rob the Curate, Sacrile- 


gious Villains? 

When the light was brought, 
come hither Perico, ſaid he, follow 
me; let us go viſit every Room by 
its ſelf in order; ſo we did ; and 
went lockipg them all, till we came 
where the theft had been done ; 
when he ſaw the Cabinet open, he 
was aimoſt dead, and fell into a 
cold ſweat , as if they had taken a- 
way his blood ; and no marvel, 
for mony is the bloud of the Lite, 
without which no man 1s able to 
breath : At laſt, after he had a 
good While confidered the robery , 
he ſaid, 'Tis done, we are come too 
late; then came to the —_ 

an 
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 andſeeing the Purſe wanting,cryed, 

All's loſt ; I durſt have ſworn it; the 
Thieves are already gone 3 that 
was the noiſe thou heardſt at the 
door. | | 

Let us go to the Alcalde, that he 
may take our Teſtimony concer- 
ning the Subſtance of the crime ; 
But now I think on t, ſtay thou in 
the houſe, and lock the door on the 
infide, leſt it ſhould be the Devil, 
and in the mean time ſhould re- 
turn for more; with this he went, 
and I ſhewed ſome reſentment at 
the Accident. The Juſtice com- 
ing preſently, did what 1s uſual in. 
ſuch Caſes, and afterwards went 
their ways. 

I let ſome days paſs over, and 
one morning that appeared very 
chearful and pleafant , frum which 
might be gathered a happy Omen, 
my hearts ſide being comforted 
with the Purſe, I rook my way 
towards 
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towards Madrid, thinking on the 
new way of Living, which Heaven 

offered me 3. And that which gave 
me the greateſt. trouble ,. was the 
Sirname of Hernandez , which I 


inherited of: my Parents, and that 


Pedro Hernandez, ſounded like. 2 


Fool on a Stage :. I. remembred. me. 


that 1; was more indebted to my 
Frown than to my Father, ſince by 
it I had enjoyed ſo quiet a Lite ; 
therefore purpoſed always,to call 
my ſelf Pedro Ceimdo. 

[ went into Madrid at the Gate 


called Puerta de La Vega, and came _ 


ſtraight, up to the little Market 
place of Sar Salvadbr , where ſee- 
Ing a confuſed number of people, 
I asked what they were; they rold 
me Aleuazils and Scj0an0s ( or. Bay- 
lifs, and Attorneys) : It grieyed 
me already to think I was come 
where there was ſo much Juſtice. 
Sinner that Jam, faid I, we could 
not 
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rot live in our Town, only-for-ha- 
ving cne. $019470 in it : How ſhall 
] live here, where there are ſoma- 

Alittle farther as I came to the 

Pajerta de Guadataxara., | met the 
Page with whom F had contracted 

the” friendſhip -in 0407. . He was 

veryiglad to feeime: [ told him'that 

I: had” had a falling out 'with-the 
Curate , and was come from: him; 
with-intention to livein the Court. 
Thou comelſt in good time; replyed 

he, for at a certainplace, they have 

intreated me to ſeek them out':a 

Page; if' thou halt a mind to be 

one-z':thou wilt be in -a-good way 

tolive. Iconfidered on his' Coun 
ſek and1t ſeemed to menorti1}l-: for 
although I brought with me , :good 
ſtore of money,” yet that would 
eaſily wafte , if I*-ſhonld /live um» 
provided, andit was beſt keeping 
f tif a.time of pereſiity, to help at 
« deal] lift, He 
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He carried me, at my requeſt, 


to the Roperia 5 I bought there a 
Suite and Cloke of black Searge ; 
then we came to a Shop, where 
they . fold Starched Ruftes and 
Cuffes, theſe I alſo bought ,. ad 
made my felf more Gallant then 
Narcifns , for Narciſſzs never wore 
a ſtarched Ruff; from that time [ 
knew. that  mony was the moſt 
powerful thing of the World ; and 
that it ſupplicd the defets of Na- 
ture; fince a man'that came ſo Ru- 
ſtick , as he that had been bred up 
amongſt 'the Beaſts of the Field, 
in an inſtant', by vertue of this 
_ great Prince , was Gallant, full of 
Air, and Courtly. 

-He'then carried me to be ſeen, 
to my Maſter, who was arr Arro- 
gonian Gentleman, large of ſtature, 
and -in years, but fhort of ſight: 
He was married to a young Lady 
of -about ſixteen, and came to 
_'Coury 
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Court topretend for a Title 3 now 
to qualifie himſelf rhe better , took 
preat care about the Number and 
Ornament of thoſe that ſerved him; 
and ſeeing me well clad, and of 
an Aſpect as ſeyere as an * Alcalde, 
of the Court : This Lad, ſaies he, 7, 
looks not amiſs : Whence art thou? 
Native of Madrid , anſwered Tt: 
then, faid he, thou art no Fogy 5 as 
though Fools could not.be borg 1n 
Madrid.. He would. have treated 
about my Sallary ;. but I , not well 
underftanding it, faid., Trouble not 
your ſelf, Sir, concerning that , for 

| eltcem. it a ſufficient intereft,, to, 
honour my ſelf with the Title, of 
your Servant. You fhall fee here+ 
that my, knowing little was of pro- 
fir to. me in this, for the good 
Gentleman, obliged by the courte- 
lie, took an aftetion to me, and 
gave me what I had.necd of, with 

2 liberal hand 3 whereas if I had 

| | | made 
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made apoſitive bargd] inasrhe othe: 5 
did. the had given me the bare 
Sifary of the're{t , who had not 
Therewnthall to buy ſhooes. 
' New cloathes, and the occaſi- 
on-awakehed'in ne, 1 know not 
what Divine 1ights , that niade me 
admire my own ſelf. ] went to 
Kiſs my Miſtreſs hands, and found 
in het the liking as in her husband ; 
ſhe asked'meſome Gueſtions, which 
1 briefly and myſteriouſly ſatisfied ; 


et ſhewing. m the bluſhings of 


face, the honeſty and modeſty 

of my Nature: Mn 
' My Mafter being a * Pretendient, 
Wi ed not much at home, which 
7/08 but mW, "for he would ſuffer 
"rior Lacquay to ſtay 
at homie , thi inking he loft his No- 


bility 'in lofi ing the ſight of any 
'6ne of 'us, © 'See what the Honours 
of the World: 'are; and the Often- 
ration which" oives credit to me- 


rits, 
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rits, which are to be adorned with 
little ſlovenly Lacquays and Pages; 
from that time I Þþegan to Philoſe- 
phize.. | Eo -64 ER 
. Hbw 1s 1t poſſible , thought I; 
that a)l can paſle by this. madneſs; 
and can take for merit and pledge 
of Eftimation , that which 1s ano- 
thers; and from. fo nigardly. and 
froward a: Miſtreſs as Fortune , a 
woman, in fine, covetous and. vai 
riable, that at the firſt diſtaſte, 
cries, This is mine , give me 1t a+ 
gain, 27 Nt | 
; We went ſometimes all the day 
long, following his horſe , and [ 
{aid within my ſelf, whither ſuf- 
fereſt thou thy ſelf to be carried ? 
thou foHowelſt a beaſt, there needs' 
no other proof, that thou ſhalt ne- 
ver come to good. At other times 
my Pretendient went oyt 1n his. 
Coach , and, although there was. 
room enough to ſpare ,: for us four” 
T Pages 
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Pages in the Boots, he would nat 
give us that honour , not to go 
without that which we gave him, 
walking a foot round his Coach, 
with our Green Liveries,like Foot- 
boys of the Pageant Giants ,, which 
are carried in proceſſion. 

. I reſted not in the nights, for 

the greateſt 'part of them I was 
imployed in carrying Notes and 
Meflages to this and the other No- 
ble-man, a thing inſufterable for my 
humour , by reaſon of the nice 
difficulties which uſed to be at the 

Doors of theſe People, and for the 
Ceremony which their preſence u- 
*7: was ſeth to oblige 3: I could not endure 
$71». that,of making me dance. per force, 
merlywhen With1o much reverence , and crin- 
« Page ging of thy whole Body * : Since 
. >. that the untregarded R_ to 


py Note or 
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Xol-ma!>\yho for not turning his Eyes, will 
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Which 111 fortune remained with 
me ſo long as the opinion of beipg 
wiſe. . The Devil put 1t into my 
head to appear fo, and to be a 
Graduate : For confident of this, 
my. Maſter fent me on all metlages, 
that I reſted not quiet a moment. 
[ then turned Fool again, and 
was fortunate 3 the manner ' was 
ſtrange. EE i OY 

One night very late, being wea- 
ry, asST uſed to be, my Maſter had 
writa Letter ,, to ſetid by the Poſt, 
but being. called away to Supper , 
he faid to me, Cloſe thou this Let- 
ter, put upon it. the , Superſcripti> 
on, and carry.it to the Poſt of * Ar- 


He went to.ſupper, and E ſtaid rea- 
ding the ;Letter, which ſeemed to 
me to be of Love ; for after many 


| tender expreſſions, he ſent to tel! 


a woman, that by all means ſhe 
ſhould come to ſee him' , for by. 
H > reaſon 
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ragor, for it imports me very much. $pais, 
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reaſon of his buſineſs he could not 
be abſent from home. In the Mar- 
gin he put the name of the per- 
ſon to whom he writ, as he ordi- 
narily uſed to do, and therefore 
told not me what I ſhould put in 
the Superſcription : ſuppoſing that 
I would perceive that 1t was for a 
Siſter of his. by the name which he 
had left written. | 

Near our precinct was a Lady 
of Pleaſure , one of thoſe that re- 
cetve viſits, a perſon ſo great a 
friend of her fervants,that ſhe could 
not live unleſs they left her ſome 
pledge of their paſſhion, whereby 
the might adore their memories: 
To be plain, ſhe wasa moſt impu: 
dent hackney Jade,was:of Arragon: 
and called in mockery the Poſt of 
| Arragon, [ ſeeing a Love-Letter 
and for the Poſt of Arragor, 
thought that without doubt , 1t 
was forherz fo ſcaled it , but 
would 
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would not write a Superſcription, 
it ſeemed to me a madneſs to put 
one upon an amorous paper. 

I carried it to the Poſt , ſhe ask- 
ed me whoſe it was; I told her a 
Gentlemans of Arragor , . whoſe 
name came in the Paper, ſhe o- 
pened it very amorouſly, and read 
it thus : | 


; My Dear, | 

O make me moſt happy , there 
en #0 more than that thou 
wilt have it ſo 5 and thou wilt ſhew 
it, in coming to ſee me: the way is 
ſort, and I would to God that T mere 
free from buſineſs, ther 1 aſſure thee , 
I would go to thee every day : there 
ſhall not be wanting any thing to plea- 
ſure thee , when thou wilt come to 
make joyful this thy Houſe : And be- 
6auje I hope ſhortly to ſee thee, I do not 
grve thee any account of other cares of 
greater moment.God preſerve thee,&c. 


Madrid, 


H 2 Se 
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| She was very much pleaſed at 
the courtefie of the paper,and deſi- 
rous to comply with what it requi- 
red, ſhe asked me if that might 
be a good opportunity, 1 told 
her, Yes : Becauſe my Maſter ſhew- 
ed a great deſire that ſhe ſhould 
ccme at the inſtant that he ſent me 
to call her. She made me fit down 
in a Chair, and calling a Servant 
that was half a Tawny-moor, ſhe 
went into an inner Chamber, where 
the trick d her ſelf up in her Silver- 
laced Waſtcoat , her Mantle em- 
| broidered with Gold, and all her 
" mmndas muliebris; and afterwards, 
taking her Maid by the hand, and 
{ceing but withhalt an Eye through 
her Veil, we'came to my Maſters 
Houſe. - 1 went 'in firſt to prepare 
him , 2nd finding him at Supper 
with his Wife, 1 whiſpered him in 
the Ear , and faid to him, Now, 
or, the Poſt of Arragon js here. 
- Vhat 
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What doft thou fay ? replyed hee 
ThatT have brought her here , faid 
I, beautiful as a thouſand pieces of 
Gold : The good old man knew 
not that there was ſo pleating a 
Poſt 3 for he thought they had all 
been bearded , and underſtood me 
not, making me a thouſand queſti- 
ons, nor did 1 underſtand him. 
Io fine I ſaid to him , Come forth, 
dir, for ſhe expects you in your 


Chamber, and it 1s not courtelte to 


keep her ſo long : She tarried leſs 
in dreſſing het ſelf than your Wor- 
ſhip in rifing from your Chair. 

Up gets the good old man, bleſ- 
ling himſelf, and coming down to 
a Room which he had near the 
Entry , well furniſhed , he found 
in it the Poſt, a young Girle of a 
good countenance, much gentleneſs 
In her Eyes, and ſweetneſs in her 
Cheeks, all ſmiling and pleaſant- 
nels: Who holding the Paper in 


her 


104 The Fortunate Fool. 
her hand, and having made her 


courtefie to him that was aſtoniſhed 


at the Novelty ; ſhe {aid to him, 


Sir, for you to command one, who 


elteems it ſo great a happineſs to 
be. yours ; What needed ſo cour- 
teous a paper 2 Any melilage is ſuf- 
ficient , wherein you command me 
to ſerve you, Theold manappre- 
kending the error which happened, 
and rejoycing in his heart at it, 
longed (in good earneſt) to be ma- 
king much of her , and accounted 
the miſtake for lucky: 

''- My Miſtreſs who had noted the 
ſecret which I told hjm ar Table, 
and that he had riſen up in a fur- 
prize - from 'It , was ſomewhat 
troubled , and ſent a Chamber- 
maid to' watch him , who related 
both what ſhe did ſee , and what 
ſhe djd not ſee: My Maſter, fajd 
ihe, hath got a Miſtreſs, and Pericy 
is the Pimp , fhe's the bravell 
F 1 Wench 


b _ 
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wench in the whole Town; by 
my Faith, he is nor ſo liberal to 
you as he is to her : This old Do- 
card, what a Golden Mantle he 
ha's given her, and a Silver Waſt- 
coat! The good man ſeems young 
again. This you deſerye for your 
fooliſhneſs, but hereafter you will 
learn more cunning, being ſerved 
by ſo many Gentlemen as you are. 
Preſently you'l be ſaying; Alas, my 
Husband, how I love thee ! Anill 
fire light on the beſt of him, who 
would think that his years were 
not ſufficient to make him aſha- 
med 2 Pray, conſider if this be 
ſo, what will a young beardleſs 
Husband be 2 A miſchief on the 
Bride that ſhall be married, theſe are 
no times to put truſt in any body : 
By the Ape of my Mother, Miſtreſs, 
becauſe 1 ſaw him ſo cold with 
you, [ had thought he-had forgot 
his Love toys with his Age; 2 
| curlc 
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curſe upon him ; for, by my truth, 


they are not forgotten with thoſe 


whom he loves well. 

The poor Gentlewoman at. this 
was ready to have loft her ſenſes, 
but ſeeing what a ſhameful thing it 
would be for her ſelt.,if it ſhould be 
known, how that a rotten old man 
deſpiſed her for, 2 fooliſh young 
wench , ſhe diflembled it, with the 


greateſt mildneſs ſhe could , pre- 


tending not to underſtand it, and 
made ſhow to the Maid, as though 
ſhe did not believe her. : 
Away went the Poſt, and my 
Maſter, calling me, chid me , but 
ſatisfied him, telling him my cre- 
dulity 3 and fince it had been no 
111 bout for him, he paſled it by, 
- purpoling to hold we from thence 
forward, in the opinion of a Foo], 
Therefore took trom me the Pa- 
pers and other bulineſles in my cu- 


ftody , fearing ſome other folly 
of 
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_ of greater conſequence. 
You ſee me here eaſed already, 
only for one folly : What ſhould I 
have been, if I had done ma- 
ny ? Thus when Fortune conſi- 
dered that I was a Fool, ſhe be- 
ganto look upon me with a milder 
countenance , and to treat me ag 
a friend, for my reſemblance of 
her. 
My Miſtreſs was mollified , by 
the addreſſes, cares, importunities , 
and ſubtilties ' of a Noble-man, 
who with equal power and cauti- 
on ſerved her 3 She ſuffered his 
Courtſhip , received his Preſents, 
his Comedies and his Treats, only 
that ſhe might not be thought 
clowniſh ; ſhe anſwered his Notes , 
not to be diicoruteouns; tinally, ſhe 
liked the young man well , be- 
cauſe ſhe ' liked the old man 1lI. 
And accounting me for ſecret, wile, 
and a dillemblcr 3 and graduating 
me 
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me with the Pimpſhip of her Hut 
band. ſhe deſired him that he 
would give. leave that I might be 
imployed in her Service, her mef- 
ſages , and waiting on her; and 
that the Page which ſhe , till then, 
had kept for this, might ſerve him- 
in my ſtead 5 my Maſter was glad 
at the trucque, and ſtruck the bar- 
gin, as one that {wops away a 
horle., 

After a few days ſervice of my 
new Commandreſs I was called a- 
ſide by a Dzena,or Governels,into a 
room alone, peeping in every cor- 
ner, to ſee if no body heard us: I 
obſerving her behaviour , conclu- 
ded that , for certain, ſhe would 
give me a Schooling for the paſſed 
pimping. The reverend Matron, 
with her Pontificial habit, a Her- 
mit-like Roſary about her Neck, a 
Iittle book of Devotion in her 
hand, and a pajr of large ſpeftacles 
ON 
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on her noſe, took me by the arm, 
and faid , Although honeſt men 
have no need of being admoniſhed, 
that they fhould be ſo, becauſe 
their nature ſtands prompting them 
to it ; yet forall this, they often 
flide into many errours , by not 
knowing the way : This, my Son, 
I will now teach you : You are in 
a very principal and honourable 
Houſe, and till now have ferved 
the Maſter of it ; but the neglects 
which are committed with them. 
are not ſo notable as thoſe which 
are committed with Ladies z you 
ferve my Miſtreſs, mind me what 
I fay, you muſt bend to her de- 
fires ,, you muſt accompliſh her 
will; for thoſe whoſerve. muſt not 
diſpute, whether that which is com- 
manded be juſt or not, that 1s more 
for Church-men then Pages : If 
you would do diſcreetly, and for 
your own good, you need no 0+ 
ther 
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ther Loadſtone then Obedience , 
and Secrelie : Obey, friend, and 
be ſilent , if you would be obeyed 
another day : z you ſee many. thele 
Streets that are ſerved well, only 
om they have ſerved well. 
Miſtreſs knows you to be 
Riker, and fecret., becauſe you have 
been ſo with your Maſter , and al- 
though this hath been to her pre- 
judice , She efteems you for 
It, as it is reaſon, conſidering that 
you alſo will be: faithful with her 
henceforward, being her Page. 
There ſerves my Miſtreſs (you 
muſt know) a Noble-man of this 
Court, a Perſon powerful and libe- 
ral 3 She i Is 2 woman ill matched, 


and owes ſome gratitude to the 
Love of this Prince (and telling me 


his title ) you are to carry him 


(ſaid the ) this Paper, which is the 
Anſwer of another of his, and the 


reward which he ſhall give, will 
advyers 
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advertiſe you whether it be: good 
to ſerve with ſecreſie or no 3 and 
becauſe it is not convenient to be 
telling you of it always , from 
henceforth I forewarn you, that all 
the 'errands which ſhall be given 
you for my Miſtreſſes 'Cozen , you 
muſt carry to the - Ear] 5 and this 
1s enough for the firſt leſion. I gave 
her thanks for the good documents, 
and carried the Paper. 

There I perceived how .preju- 
dicial a Fool is, ſince by my folly 
that Geritlewoman' came to ceafe 
being.ſo , by becoming jealous and 
revengeful to her Husband,” .;:Fao- 
liſbneſs 1n men 1s like. poyſon | In 
poyſonous creatures, of whrchthe 
Naturaliſts write , that, it -never 
does hurt to themletves, but to 0- 
thers;-T wax'd fat with my follies, 
and-others are deſtroyed by them : 
Hyre I alſo obſerved, that the folly 
and lightneſs of married women 
WAS 
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was for the-moſt part learnt cf 
their husbands.-: for, as -P/;zy fates 
In his Panigerick to.Trajare, they 
eſteem it an honour to imitate their 
Husbands, | 

. . Married friend that moſt nights 
leaveſt thy Wife, and goeſt to ſeek 
anothers ; do not confide 1n that 
thy Wife.is very obedient., for e- 
venfor that reaſon ſhe may imitate 
thee with more facthity. What a 
pleaſant life did I lead in my new 
Office! The firſt Pages of the 
World'; thoſe that took up this 
occupation' by their own choyce, 
and not by ufe;' as now adiys , and 
thar too, for. want of other im- 
ployment ; they, I ſay ; were allu- 
red by this -proſperity of: Pages : 
Letus ſpeak 'plany('I mean) of Pim+ 
ping : The Page that is not a Pimp, 
1s nota Page, but a meer pretender 
to It. This is the greateſt good 
fortune , to this are all his defires 
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fteared. The Page that thou ſhalt 
fee well,clad, brisk, and full of mo- 
ney, has already attained to' his 
perfection 3 the other poor tatter- 
de-maliions are fti1l in their Sack- 
cloth, How many Playes was [ 
carried to? What ſport did [ ſee ? 
At what ſplendid feaſtings was [ 
preſent > How much Gold. had k 
given me? What acquaintance did 
[gain? and from whence came all 
this good fortune to me, but only 
for having the reputation of a 
Fool ! My Miſtreſs thought thae þ 
had underſtood nothing of whar 1 
aw , and therefore confided a!l 
inme, as though ſhe did not con» 
fide 1n me at all. - | 

At this time there happened to 
mea very pleaſant accident, which 
was on this manner. The Gentle- 
man of the Horſe had a ſpight tc 
a pretty Lady of a certain mid- 
dle huniour , betwixt grave and 
ary : 
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airy : He had treated her as a re- 
ſpetful Lover , and made her 
hands ſparkle with certain Dia- 
monds, in which his fooliſhneſs was 
reſplendent : And coming a few 
days before this time , with the 
caution which he thought conve- 
nient , he catched her napping 
with a Noble-man ; another night 
returning , he found her with ano- 
ther ; at this he was ſwoln with 
ſuch honourable Jealouſtes, that he 
was ready to have burlt, there: 
fore contrived this revenge. 

He intreated me to put on my 
Maſters richeſt ſute of clothes, 
which was -in his cuſtody , and 
that accompanied by the reſt of 
the Pages of the Houſe, I ſhould 
go vilit her , feigning my {elf 
an: Earl , and that I ſhould rifle 


from her as niuch as I could by 


handſome wayes 3 for ſhe was a 
woman. who not only truſted her 
Jew- 
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ewels to Gentlemen , but her (F 


 alth.; which without {cruple ſhe 


Jelivered up to them. Now [ 
confidered that being ſo grave, 
ſhe wonld not be willing that the 
firſt viſit ſhould be made by night , 
we therefore were. of agreement 
that it ſhould be by day , and in 
my Maſters Coach , who was'then 
three Leagues from Madrid, ſeeing 
the Siſter which he writ to, when 
I call'd the Poſt ; but the Gentle- 
man of the Horſe charged me, that 
above all I ſhould feign my ſelf a 
Fool , becauſe this fooliſh: greedy 
woman would confide the r morein 
me. 

In this Equipaze we came to her 
Houſe; ], very gallant, in the chicf 
end of the Coach , and the Pages 
waiting upon me; bad them fay 
that the'Earl of Rapind was there , 
they having firſt given' notice , we 
enter in; I made my congies little 
F 2 and 
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and meaſured , fate me down, and 
without ſpeaking a word , [iggfd 


viewing her from top to toezand do 
you think this was the ation of 
one in Love ? No ſuch thing; I af- 
ſure you ; it was a project, as you 
ſhall preſently hear, . 
| T beheld her, and conſidered, 
How is it poſitble , thought 1, 
that ſo good a Face ſhould have 
ſuch.-wicked Ends ? That ſo beau- 
tiful a head ſhould'be ſo, empty ? 
What a ſottiſhneſs it is for us to 
run mad after beauty ? I always 
thought that. they. had eſteemed 
good faces, becauſe they promiſe 
perfection in all the reſt, as well 
of the Body as of the Soul : For 
Nature, in nothing dealt fo kindly 
with men , as inputting [in their 
faces a Superſcription , which tells 
the diſpolition of every one : By 
it.is known. any whoſoever, The 
Frowner , like me, ſtands ſaying 
| with 
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with his face, Take heed of. me, 
for I am diſcontented and 111 con- 
ditioned : The Cheeriul one faith, 
[am all pleaſantneſs and goodneſs: 
The Swarthy and tawny complexi- 
on ,. that he hath a courſe Soul : 
The high coloured. and bright hai- 
red, that he is deſparate. From 
hence then aroſe her eſtimatrtn for 
beauty, but well looked upon. it 
ſhould not , ſince we ſee that a 
beautiful waman,,, as this , who 
( for certain ) was ſo in extre< 
mity, was both falſe and mad; falte 
with my Gentleman 'of the Horſe 7 
=_ mad with me, as you ſhall 
ee. 

She. was. died; to ſee my a- 
mazement, and I faid;, Tis the, 
without doubt , although ſhe 1s 
Injured in the Pidure.. She asked 
me what it was I {ard : ? Itold her, 
| That lying idle at ':my State of 
ing, | had ſent for the —_ 
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of ithe. moſt! beautiful-women and 
Ladies of the' Court ,: and that. hers 
had..ſo infigitely enamoured ' me , 
thatiÞ-left /\my Lady Mother , and 
my-good Gammons of Bacon ; on- 
ly toſee the Original , and that it 
had appeared:to me more perfet 
than the Picture.” She laughed at 
the .Lady Mother and the! Gam- 
mons of: Bacon: and tcok me for 
a Fool ; already mating. account 
that ſhe. WAS « Lady of ail :Kapina : 
She uſed a world of fugred words, 
arid expreſſions to me ; ſhe ſoothed 
me. np:,vand-lufed m6 with much 
gentleneſs and tenderneſs... What 
think you, that this wroug'!.t up- 
GR me 2: No; for although L have 
conftefled I ama Fool, yer: nor that 
Lama Brute; 

1s it poflible there are thoſe that 
can eſteet this ſort of looſe wo- 
men ,' who ohly make their aim at 
the worlt and leſs ſtable thing that 
we 
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we have. Three goods adorn us, 
of the Sou! , of the Body y and of 
Fortune ; the two firſt, which are 
diſcretion, and good deportment , 
are the moſt worthy , the Jaſt 1s 
not zur own; this then do women 
court, and lay their aflurements and 
baits to catch itz this they make 
much of, and for nothing do they 
eſteem it ſo highly , as for its inſta- 
bility , ſince from thence 1t 1s, that 
it cometh to their hands with more 
facility 5 canany man elteem theſe 
their flatteries , knowing that they 
are not for him, but againſt him , 
and that they are faying in plain 
terms,” thuu art a Fool, and ill-fa- 
voured , thy mony pleaſcth me. 
] donot ſay that it is not reaſon,we 
ſhould court the Ladies with ſplen- 
did Liberality , for it rather 1s the 
promoter of Love than the hinde- 
rer; What incenſes me is, that the 
Intereſt ſhould be the principal , 
and 
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and that there is no remembring 
of other pledges, more divine. 
I affure you, upon the faith of 


an 1}1- conditioned man , that this 


Creature did not enamour me, 
but . rather ſhe troubled me Tr 
much that I, ſhortned the. Viſit , 
Jettjng ker, with great tenderneſs, ; 
know how well I was pleaſed with 
ſome Diamond Rings which ſhe 
had on her fingers, of thoſe which 
re ſet in the faſhion of Stars 
with many ſmall. Diamonds 3 and 
without more ado, I plucked them 
from off her fingers, ſaying , By 
tne Lite of my Mother, they ſhall 
make you as many more. of, this 
fame faſhion 5 what well made 
Rings they are, and how pretty 
they ſhew ! What hoe, where are 
ah Let us away to the Jewel- 
ers. With this I took leave, and 
ſhe came to the door to wait upon 
me, with many ſhews of A” 
an 
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and pleaſure for this Honour, pro- 
feſſing her ſelf to be mach my ſer- 
vant. I carried my Rings to the 
Gentleman of the Horſe, who ſtaid. 
for us hard by : and taking him 
into my Coach, gave him my fide, 
and. together ſhared. the booty 


| betwixt us , ſo ended his Court- 


ſhip. —_ 
Lim perceived that, thoſe who 
ſhew an affc&ion to this ſort of 
women, do it not ſo, much for 
Love, as'for Cuſtome ; 'tis a con- 
fuſion, not a wound ; they do it as 
men hair-brained, not as. thoſe jn 
Loye. I went reprehending his ll 
choice, and added, My Love ſuc- 
ceeds better, with me.z. for I am 
cnamoured of a young , Damſcel, 
where there is no danger of theſe 
buſineſſes. If ſhe does me qny fa- 
your it is faithful and true, for 
covetouſneſs doth not teach her to 
counterictt : If {he does me none, 
01s 
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'tis not contempt'of 're ,” becauſe 
I ſuppoſe that ſhe '  Hoth i it but to 
keep the. drcorum which 1s due, 
am have hopes too that ſhe dif. 
ſembles a love :-But'T Have none 
of theſe infamous Jeilpuſies ; for 
I ſtand ſecure on her merits, that 
yield not-up thenifelves' on ealt i 
terms, 

The Door Celindo was ach 
pleaſed at the recital of this his a- 
morous enterprize, expecting great 
applanſe' from Dor Feli* , and 
looking upon him 'with atrention 
to ſee how he commended 1 It , per- | 
ceived he was fallen aſleep. The | 
—_—_ being diſpleaſed at 'this 

neglef,* pretended not to undet- 
ffand that-it was a ſleep, and know- 
ing 'he' Was ſometimes troubled 
with a pain at his heart, which 
was wont to make him faint , he 
took 'a baſon' bf water, ſaying : 


Bleſs us ! Heaven deliver thee! | 


threw 
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threw it all in his face. Don Felix 
awaked , and feeing that he had 
taken it fora {wound , / thought it 
a preat happineſs to have found this 
excule for his unmannerlineſs ; and 
fecli,g himſelf very wet}, and all 
the | abyrinth of his Ruff ſpoyled , 

he gzve him thanks, ſaying , that 
he found himſelf not well , . and 
went away promuting to return the 
day following. B. « »mplyed with 
his word , tully <.ctermining not 
tolleep ;1 and after hav int; Tepea- 
ted the account, the. izottor went 
on with hts Hiſtory. 
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He ii bis Hiſtory, and 
relates what hapned to hin 
#n the Court being 4 Page, 
and bis various Succeſſes in 

Salamanca. 


| His manner of Platonick 
Love., theſe pleaſant con- 
ceipts, and theſe amorous 
inclinations, confirmed me 

more 1n the reputation of a Fool : 
for men generally are ſo much ena- 
mour'd of their own parts,that they 
Jjudg for - ill and ridiculous a] that 
which they ſee not in themſelves : 
Now there was none that Loved 
after this method as I did. Of force 
then , they muſt blame it for il! 
contri- 
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contrived and fooliſh : The Gen- 
tleman of the Horſe laughed at 
what he thould have admired : 
I prayſed to him the caution and 
warineſs with' which my Miſtreſs 
ſuffered ' her felf to be ſeen; and 
I celebrated her diſdains , being 
more ſatisfied with them than if 
they had been favours, telling 
him that that was a thing extraor- 
dinary In a woman of her deport- 
ment and quality. 

The Gentlemarr of the Horſe, 
that wasa merry fellow,ſfaid, What 
will Senor Cenudo lay with me, that 
if he goes this evening to ſee her, 


. | Mmthat pomp and ftate- which he 


now goes in, and makes her believe 
that all theſe: riches came with the 
Fleet ſent by ' his Father ( a' thing 
calle to be believed, ſince they 
knew that '] had a 'Father in the 
Traies,and in no ordinary imploy- 
ment > that:the becomes not ply- 
able, 
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able, flatters him , and -humbly 
correſponds with his delires. [ 
ſhould be aſhamed, anſwered I, to 
lay wagers on- 1mpoſtbilities : But 
tet us go now and make tryal, 
with all my heart, if you pleaſe. 
We. went then, and ſending in a 
Page before tg tell them that I was 
there, The Joy of mine Eyes pee- 
ped at a low Grate window , and 
taw me, but did not yet know me, 
till I begged leave to kiſs her 
hands, ſhe knew the voyce, came 
forth 'furprifed, and by the Page 
enformed her ſelf of the Novelty; 
he that was already charmed in the 
lye, painted. .me very. rich, and 
my Father Preſident of the Cana- 
ries or ſome ſuch thing, Out comes 
the Mother and Daughter to re- 
ceive us, we enfer with a world of 
complements: they were aſtoniſhed 
at the greatneſs, not knowing if 
they ſhould ſtile me _— or 
: oI- 
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Worſhip: At laſt my Damſell de- 
termined 'to call me Thou, with 
much tenderneſs and endearments 3 
we were {eated firſt in high chairs, 
but ſhe bad me fit down upon a 
Cuſhion by her ſide, becauſe ſhe 
would ſee me nearer : Then took 
me by the hands, and praifed the 
Diamonds , I afliſted my ſelf by 


| my folly , not to give her them , 


by not ſaying they were at her ſer- 
vice ; for although it is a fault for 
a man'to fa}l' into the opinion of 
being a Fool , it 1s much greater 
to fall into that of being covetous , 
and fo I'had the fortune to eſcape 
the latter , by :falling into the for- 
mer. She cheerfully and ſmiling- 
ly took my thand into hers," not to 
tell me my good fortune , but to 
think that ſhe had it very ſure. 

. Ever and; anon the Gentleman 
of the Horſe, ( whom I then cal- 
led Cozen,) ijovoked upon me, and 
at 
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at' every look fetched freſh bluſhes 
Ito my cheeks ; to ſee how glad 
he was to have made that tryal. 
I asked for water , they brought 
me ſome ,. as alſo great variety of 
fweet meats, all ſowre to me: lo 
much Miſtreſs was Shame over 
me, that it ſuffered me not to 
reach what ſhe brought me 1n her 
hands, w hich the Baggage thought 
I did out of my dulnels and tol- 


We then take our leaves; having 
been well treated , ſhe deſiring me 
very. earneſtly ,, that I would ſee 
her again that night, that I would 
not make my ſelf a ſtranger there, 
nor with my new fortune forget 
the Love which 1 owed her ; with 
theſe and: fuch like follies ſhe acs 
companied us to the Door ( a new 
courtefle in Ladies. ) and the Mo- 
ther made great offers to my Co- 
Zen', of I cannot tell what , and 


told 
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told. him (whilſt we were talking 
by our ſelves ) of the Dowry of 
her Daughter, of her. Quality, and 
other things which ſavour'd of Ma- 
trimony. 

My Cozen, when we ſaw-our 
ſelves alone , had no mercy on me 
with his ſcofting reproaches, and [ 
was ſo-much aſhamed, & aſtoniſhed 
to ſee that all were alike, that: 1 
yielded up my Love, as he who 
knew , that neither the firſt duls 
dain had been made to me, but 
to my Poverty ; nor the Jaſlt fa- 
vour obtained in honour of my 
perſon , but of my fortune 3; fo 
fooliſh had I been in hcr Love , 
that. ] eſteem:d her contempts as 
the credit of her value, and uſed 
to ſay within my {elf : This 1s that 
which ought to be eſteemed 3 T his 
is Glory. 

But I ſerved my ſelf of their 
courtelie , and viiited them ſfome- 
K times 
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times by night, very fine with my 
coloured Cloak, and Hat like a 
Spark, and my gilded Sword; all 
which belonged to the Gentleman 
of the Horſe , who was much plea- 
ſed ro ſee me begin to plot my re- 
venge. 

A great while 1t was that I er- 
joyed all that which the ſtrict Re- 
Hgion of Virginity permits; many 
excellent treats. and ſome favours 
of value. Obſerve but the mad- 
neſs of Women, who (only for ha- 
ving an opinion that I was rich, 
though I had never given them a- 
ny thing , but rather received ma- 
ny from them ) eſteemed me to 
highly , that they knew not what 
to make of me. 

By this time the cunning Gypley 
ſaſpe&ed that I muſt needs be up 
to the Ears 1n Love with her : Fot 
they could not imagine that a man, 


ſo much a Fool as I, could lye or 
diflem- 


The Fortunate Fool, 124 


diſlemble, with ſo much confi- 


dence. 
Now,although 1 underſtood that 


ſhe bare me ſome Love . yet would 


I not make any return : Becauſe 
I knew that Feaſt was not made re- 
ally to me, but to the falſe Riches, 
which they imagined came to me 
from the 1naies : And therefore I 
remitted the gratitude to them. I 
then grew very formally angry , 
and ſaid within my ſeit; How is it 
poſſible that theſe kind of women 
can be ſo fooliſh, as to love what 
1s not, nor cannot bez and deipi'e 
that which hath being and value? 
That thus, can love in me what I 
have not, and deſpiſe what [ have ? 
With opportunity and converie [ 
began to ſet alide ſhame, in regard 
tis the opinion of wiſe men, that 
It is an ill companion for the patla- 
ges of Love; and ſpoke to her 


now as a Maſter, never mentioning 
K 2 thoſe 
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thoſe heretical love-toys whichl was 
accuſtomed to do,when I was more 
a Fool ; I remembred me. that fhe 
was a woman of tleſh and bone, be- 
cauſe I beheld her near ; and at 
the ſame inſtant that I,being incen- 
{ed againſt her, did contemn her, 
ſhe made her ſelf contemptible ; 
and at the fame inſtant that I ac- 
counted her a Fool, ſhe fooled her 
ſelf. 

[ learned then, how important 
it 1s for a manto be a Foo], to en- 
joy his Love; for whilſt I was dil 
creet , whilſt I knew how to ob- 
ſerve the reſpect which all under- 


fſ{tandiyg men ſhould obſerve to 


Love, [ contented my ſelf with 
wind and ſmoak, and yet got the 
opinion of being a mad man : But 
after I became a Fool in ſtrictnels, 
and diſcreet according to the 0- 
pinion of the world, I obtained 
what I would, being called ana 

1n- 
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intreated to it , like a witneſs to a 


*laſt Will. 


Without doubt we are in the 
fault of the pride of women, our 
eſteem gives them eſtimation . 
our reſpect makes them look for 


It : For as all are highly credulous, 


and chictly in Hatteries give us be- 
lief, thinking, for certaintv, that 
they are what we paint them, and 
merit the reverence and honour 
which we pay them 5 ſo they e- 
{teem themſelves, for that which 
we elteem them : What greater e- 
vidence of their credulity , then 
that ſo ſoon as they have made an 
end of putting on a new face, _ 
ſeeing their own handy- work -i 
the looking-glals , they belly 
that that white and red colour ts 
their own , and brought with them 
out of their mothers belly 2 We 
my be confident that they believe 
, for Ty did not, they would 


K 3 not 
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not make ſuch eſtimation of 
themſelves as they do. The beſt 
way is to deſpiſe them, for he that 
molt reſpe&ts and adores them, 
bears arms againſt himſelf : There 
want not ſome, who ſay, that that 
which made Narciſ/#s mad, and de- 
ſperate, was not his beauty , but 
the flattery of a Nymph : What 
greater advantage of thy Beauty, 
then to ſee thy 1clf ſolicited for it, 
with ſo many endearments ? The 
Fountain could not fay ſo much to 
him , it rather told him that 1t was 
a fading flower, and eaſily ſubjc 
to miſcarriages. 

1 found many nights afterwards, 
other viſits of ſeveral Gallants with 
her, but pafled by all without be- 
ing jealous , a thing that gave me 
letters of favour, that ſhe ſhould 
wiſh me for her Husband ; nay A- 
varice tov availed me for this; 
for liſtening once, I heard her Mo- 
ther 
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ther praiſe me, ſaying : This man, 
my Daughter,is for our turns; This 
1s one that knows how to keep his 
eſtate, and not ſpend it amonglt 
lewd women , ſince loving thee fo 
dearly , he hath never ſhown any 
ligne of Prodigality : Well fare 
the Mother that bare him, for he 
pleaſes me,& not thele Sweet-meat 
Gallants, who with tvzo Farthing- 
worth of Scholarſhip,tour Comple- 
ments, eight Courtelics , and ſ1x- 
teen Flatteries , all learnt as the 
knowledge of a Parrat, by having 
heard others ſay them , without 
knowing themſelves what they tay. 
would have us believe that they 
are very Eagles, and then ſuffer 
their Feathers to be pulled like Pi- 
EONS, 

I having come ſo often near the 
Fire, by this time grew a little hea- 
tec, and began to treat of Marri- 
age, ſhe thinking that in that word 


Was 
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was brought to her all the 1raes ; 
In exchange of it gave me many 
Corals, Pearls, Criftals, Silver and 
Gold, and yet it ſeemed to her, that 
ſhe came ſhort: Love did then ut- 
terly forſake me, fo great a number 
of toying feolertes glutted me, fo 
much fweetneſs relaxed me, anov- 
ther would have eaten his fingers 
after it , but the Palats of wen are 
aimoſt as difierent as their countes 
DANCES. 
. 4 ghs- My Maſter , intending to go out 
ſent wakkto the * Prado , one Sunday with 
- _— more {tate then uſual , becauſe his 
_ iither the Viagelty that day was to come 
Gallznts down to the Dukes Garden, 
66 oangs would needs have all the Servants 
{-m»,r Of the Houſe to wait upon him , as 
__ = well my Miſtrefles as his own; I 
wr. 1 5. Went amongſt them, and coming 
dorned to the Covent of the Clcrigos 


<oith many 

C127 1045 fountains . ani rows of high trees, nnd 15 1vatered at 
2 or 4 aclock in the afteri29ns by Porteys at the chavge of the 
Town. TIEAOTES, 
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Menores, | ſaw two women, veiled 
with weaved ſmoak, and Clouds 
of Silk, ſo thin were their Mantles 
and head coverings 3 they looked 
upon me earneſtly, and I account- 
ing my ſelf happy in paſſages of 
Love, began to think that they 
were taken with ſomething in me 3 
whereat I being infinitely glad , 
walked ſtately, and let my Maſters 


| Coach paſs forward , and the 11! 


company of the Pages, endeavou- 
ring not to appear one of them ; 
but it was impoflible , becauſe I 
carried the brand which clave to 
my whole body in the Livery. The 
Devil invented this faſhion, I had 
rather have carried a Penitential 
Coller, for that might be concea- 
led under the Ruffs which they ufe 
now a days, but a Livery that on 
all ſides of it makes proclamation 
that it 1s anothers , there is nothing 
can conceal 1t, 
| [ 
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I drew nearer them, looking very 
pleaſantly , and faid to them : The 
Prize is yours, my Ladies, ſheath 
your arrows, for on him that yields 
up himſelf fo ſoon they are but loſt; 
and fo was running on with much 
Courtſhip , not fit. for modeſt and 
vertuous women, but ſuch as 1s u- 
{ed to thoſe that are looſe and wan- 
ton, they held their peace, and 
looked upon me, one of them 
whiſpering to the other now and 
then, and ſighing:; Tis done , as 
T live thought T , the wench ſ1ghes 
for me, and ſhall they hereafter 
find fan!t with Plays, which intro- 
duce a Lady that falls in Love 
wich a handſbm Gentleman newly 
arrived, at the firſt ſight, fincel 
a pcor Page, and ina Livery , it 
being now, at lcaſt, four years ſince 
I have trotted up and down the 
Streets of Madrid, and this wo- 
man ſtands ſighing for me, me 
thought 


| The Fortunat: F 001, 139 


thought that ſame detained them; 
I thercfure began to tempt her 
with Reguery , {ſnowing that ex+ 
cellent faculty | kad in it, as know- 
ing alrcady by experience, that 
thit '{coking ancther way fteers di- 
rett'ly forward in theſe adven- 
turcs. 

Still the veiled Ladies held their 
tongues, with which they enamou= 
red mer: © a little, for Love 1s 
the Son of admiration, and there 1s 
nonegreater than to ſee two women 
ſiient ſo long time; at Jaſt the moſt 
brizk and airy of them, putting 
out a hand from under her vel, 
which might have affrontcd the 
ſnow for whiteneſs, made me a ſign 
with it, that I ſhould follow them, 
and took their way towards the 
moſt unfrequented part of the up- 
per Prado, I followed them more 
joyful then 2:cdoro when he tri- 
umphed over the fair Angelica , 

Cur- 
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curſing my deſtiny that fince 1t had 
made me ſo fortunate in my A- 
mours, it had not given me where- 

withall to be grateful. 
Being now come to the privateſt 
place of thoſe Groves, they making 
a ſtand, I drew near to her with 
the talking hands that gave me the 
ligne, and came almoſt to joyn my 
face to hers. but at the inſtant ſhe 
catching me faſt hold with one 
hand by my Ear , began with the 
other moſt furiouſly to maul me, 
giving me many Cufts and buffets, 
whilſt her companion armed with 
* 4 kina the two woods of her * Chappines, 
F wood- \yhich ſhe had taken from her feet, 
ren or {howr'd fuch a ſtorm of blows a- 
clogs which bout my Ears, and whole body, 
= ome? as Jeft me half dead : In the $kir- 
2vear., Miſh, ſhe that had laid on with the 
greatelt eagerneſs, diſcovered her 
tace, 10 that I knew her to be the 
Liberal Damſel , who, finding the 
iIm- 
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impoſture of my Pagick J1ndves , 
took that deſperate courſe , and 
perceiving now that ſhe was 
known , they unſheathed their 
tongues , and with them gave me 
many wounds in my honour; [ 
would have ſatisfied them , but 1t 
was impoſſible ; for they rayled fo 
violently, that by any means they 
would not ſuffer me to utter a 
word, I fell on my knees , told 
them many ſtories, made my pre- 
tence of the Errors of Love, and 
that Love equals all, and other 
follies of this kind : but neither 
did conceits profit me , nor humi- 
lities, for returning to maul me a- 
freſh, at Jaſt, they went away wea- 
ried, but not fatished 3 threatning 
me, that the Morſel ſhould colt me 
my life. 

| unwound the wheel of my 
Love, after ſeeing the Chappins , 
and now began to grow out of con. 
CET 
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ceit with the place too, finding 
that the beſt which it afforded was 
ſtark naught. 
It happencd a few dates after 
this,that my Maſter making one of 
+73, .., thoſe Journeys from home , which 
ey anted d Lt & —— 
for th; ne was wont to do, tne * Dent 
»// or Governeſs called me aſide, and 
Fur 434. gave me a paper for my Miſtreſſes 
dows Gallant, charging me, that I ſhould 
though be watchful that night , becauſe 
ſometimes 
wives,aug the Earl was to come tv ſce ner, | 
wm and that 1 ſhould open him the 
habe. of Door. I promiſed to do jt , car- 
eheſe the” ried the paper , and received for 
o_ a reward a Chain of Gold, with 
keep , ſere Which the Earl put me into new 
>» Jone Fetters. Now though I was natu- 
þ:, accor. Tally free, ill concitioned, and one 
ding © that could not brook the ſeeing 
v.. 7 things that were undecent yet 
bes, n , 4 
this mett=] , which by being Son 
of the Sun, ſeeming to have its Em- 
pire from its Father, did wrelſt - 
1 . 


” 
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diſpoſition , and ſubjected me as a 
Slave. 

Night came, and my Folly drew 
me out of this danger, which, with- 
out dovbt, was great : The folly 
was, I had a mind to ſhew my Mi- 
ſtreſs that I knew the Straights 1n 
which her honour paſled , thinks 
ing by this means I ſhould gain 
her favour , and that ſhe would 
eſteem me, and treat me better 


knowing that the life of her re- 


putation was in my Tongue. Sures 
ly though the pleaſures of Love 
ſhould have no other ſharpneſs 
more then this, of being ſubject to 
a malitious Page, and decentful 
Governeſs, it would be occaſion e- 
nough to make us forſake them , 
without giving them any fares 
well. 

I came with much EJoquence, 
and told her the Joy in which the 
Earl remained to ſee himſelf fo 
ncar 


Pg 
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.near the Port of his hope. This 


was news to her , nor could ſhe 
underſtand me 'till after ſhe had 


made a ſtrict enquiry of me, who | 


It was that had given me the Pa. 
per, ſhe fell into account, that it 
was the impoſture of the Duc, 
who had bargained to fell her that 
night, being greedy of the Gifts, 
which with an amorous, that 1s to 
ſay, liberal hand, the Farl had 
given her. She asked me if I had 
formerly carried other Notes or 
Meſlages , I told her infinite, and 
that the Duca had piven me them 
all ; whereat ſhe wade a thouſand 
Crofles, being extreamly troubled, 


and ſaid , So, So, you are he that 


counterfeited the Fool, and ſhe the 
ſame that pretetended . Sanictity 3 
Yon have brought me to a fine 
paſs, but, upon my Faith, I have 
a Husband that will know how to 
chaſtize you. Much a do ſhe had 


to 


| to hand : From that time, 1 be- 
| me; there are 'no people lo de- 


| And nothing angers me ſo: mach as 


a man ſo. This Creature, full of 
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fo utter theſe words, in ſuch man- 
ner had anger pollcied her breaſt; 
wherefore retiring to her Bcd- 
chamber , ſhe left me there in 
great confuſton with the payment 
that fuch bad Services deler- 
ved. | N 

1 was aſtoniſhed at the Trick 
that the Dera had put upon me, 
for a Dueia was only able to tool: 


vain oftentation , proves untaith- 
ful always, with whatſoever comes 


gan to' abhor thoſe kind of wo- 
ceitfa], nor of ſuch vile thoughts. 


that they ſhou}d- be ſo ill; under 
the dreſs and Cloak of Devotion, 
They think not of any other thing, 
then how they may ſell the young 
daughter which the Mother hath 


committed to their Governance : 
[. QI 


* The $ 
«6 655-4 Bawds, not like that * Celeſtina,who 


__ i'd, by the rents of her Veil diſcovered 
7H 

";.. - her Office: Who the Devil inven» 
þ»1md up ted that dreſs for them , fince they 


#»1;th Guf- 


*1,1HTs 
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Or the new married wife,which the 
Husband has entruſted them with: 
'Tis needful to have a watchful eye 
_ over them, for they are very cloſe 


\ lev 


are notall Widdows? Their de- 
ceit invented it ; and to deceiye 
us they put 1t on. 


How brittle is the honour of wo-. 


men, that ncither-ſufficeth it to be 
wellbornzneither ſufhceth the ſplen- 
dour of their breeding , nor; the 
Ornament of a, noble Husband:: 
All is. broken in the hands of a co- 
vetous,Ducia 5 who thinking, that 
all are as 1ll as ſhe was when ſhe 
could be ſo: They imagine that 
they do them a_ kindnels when 
they are injuring them , and/pro+ 
miſe in their name filthy fol- 


- / F 


] 
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Irevenged my ſelf of the Pxeiia 
much to my ſatisfaction : For 1t 
being now late, and ſhe gone to 
bed betimes,, thinking to riſe at 
two of the Clock in the night, 
which was the appointed hour for 
the meeting : I put ona Farrenden 
Cloak ,. came into her Chamber, 
ind to. her bed fide , where ſhe 
hy alone, ruſling my- Silks, and 


: peaking. with a hoarſe voyce, I 


counterteited the perſon of the 
earl, took my buckled Girdle , 
nd with ſevere words and hands, 
chaſtized her , much to my con- 
tent, pretending to be injured ; 
That an Earl as I, ſhould be af- 
fronted in that manner , her Mi- 
on being ſo Chaſte and fo Ho- 
Y, 

I then went down to the ſtreet- 
door, with intent to ſend back 
the Earl, but found they had ta- 
ken away the key, by the com- 

L 2 mand 
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mand of my Miſtreſs, who , not 
truſting to my {implicity, nor to 
the Sanctity of the Dena, would 
keep it that night with her ſelf, 
and had alſo locked many other 
Doors that were betwixt that, and 
her own Chamber. 

I went to bed, ſecing the buſi 
neſs was well remedied , but ſlept 
not all night long , for anger, and 
vexation at the accident ,- and to 
conſider how uncertain the Judg- 
ments of men are , and how little 
credit can be given, even to ones 
own Eyes, although they are the 
molt faithful Senſe : I had ſeen 
that ſhe had received his Preſents, 
and his Treats, but my Miſtrels 
knew not that they were his ;. for 
ſhe had thought, that they had 
been the Entertainments of a Lady 
her friend , by whoſe hand they 
came. So unhappy 1s Beauty, that 
even. Friendſhip it ſelf praGiſeth 
Trea- 
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Treaſon with it. Let not the un- 
handom complain of being little 
fortunate 3 but let them believe 
me, that Beauty brings with it 
many cares 3 and payes a few 
falſe flatteries , with many true 
oriefs. 

The next morning I aroſe with 
the Day, fearful of what might Be- 
fall me, went to the -Earl, and 
found that he- was going to bed , 


complaining of his head , 1, coun- 


terfeiting a trouble , beſought him 
that we might be left alone, and 
laid to him , 'T1s well that your 
Lordſhip mocks with ſo much de- 
{pight ſuch principal women. Sir, 
I come to acquaint you from my 
Miſtreſs, that you have entrance 
granted you into her Houſe, as 
well as into her Breaſt, and yet 
you come not at the appointed 
hour : Your Lordſhip ſhould have 
lft play for one might , with a 
m1l- 


* Al 


are al[9 
Xnights CO 
Eq OAY the : 
particular a4 Clock inthe 
habit of 


their 01 dev 


20 near to coſt her her life. By * 
Zarls «:}othe habit | wear, replyed the Ear], 


your Lordſhip hath 11] fortune, 


150 The Fortunate Fool, 


milchief, how much mind ſoever 
you might have had to 1t, you 
ſhould not have dealt fo diſcour- 
teouſly with one that ſo much e- 
lteemed you ; in a Caſe that may 


[ have ſtajd there like a ſtone of 
i Porch of her Houle, ſince two 
night : Then, faid ], 


for I ſtaid waiting for you at the 
Door a little before that hour; 
and hearing a horſe ſtop, thinking 
It had becn your Lordſhip, I 6 
penecd the Door, and faid , Is 1t 
the Earl 2 Your Lordſhip way 
come 1n, for my Miſtreſs expcct; 
you with defire enough. 

Scarce had I ſaid this, when the 
Gentleman alighting (who was my 
Maſter) took me by the arm, and 
thruſt me into the Houſe , com: 
manG1ng a Servant that came with 
| . 12a 
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him, to lock the door, then put me 
into his own Chamber , where, at- 
ter he had 'given me many Scur- 
os, he prefled me that 1 ſhould 
tell him who the Earl that I expe- 
ted, was. I told him a feigned 
mme, and that it was not any Plot 
of my Miſtreſſes , but my own, and 
the Due3a's, who by the gifts, with 
which he had corrupted our Loy- 
atics, had promiſed him the Door 
that night 3 with this he Jeft me, 
coujuring me; that I ſhould keep it 
ſecret , and went to chaſtize the 
Dxena, and know from her the 
reſt. Your Lordſhip therefore 
runs a great hazard, if ſhe diſco- 
vers 1t, asT fear ſhe will. 

Thou faiſt true, ſaid the Earl, 
| forſheisa Woman, I have ill tru- 
lted my buſineſs , and have undone 
my {clf , for the Husband Deing 
an Arrogonian and Noble , will 
ſearch me ont to kill me, as he 
hath 
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bath reaſon on his fide, which is a 
great advantage: I will therefore 
abſent my ſelf. So he did within 
a few days, under pretence of 
ſeeing his Towns , and left me ac- 
commodated with a Brother of his, 

: who was to go to * Salamanca, ve- 

Mo cre 

Puicerſny Ty. fuddainly, with whom 1 went 

of Spain. a Page, and took the way of dil- 
cretion by meer Folly. 

See here, that my being a Fool 
was not only profitable to. me, 
but alſo the feigning my 1clf to be 
one, for only my teigning that I 
had done lo great a Folly , as go- 
in2 out to receive another which 

|» came on horſeback, thinking it was 
the Earl 3 (as 1f Gallants and thoſe 
ſq wary as he was, would have 
2on the rounds a horſeback ) avat- 
Jed me, andT gained a new Maſter, 
which was to my great advan 
tage. 

te was the ſecond in the Earls 
tamily 
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fimily, and had about ſixteen thou- 
fand Duckats of Eccleſiaſtical Re- 
yenue coming in yearly , yet had 
more Folly than Rent. Would you 
now have me {top here,to exclaim 
with ill language againſt Fortune , 
and tell her, ſhe is mad, ſince ſhe 
ſo much diſdained ſuch a Wit as 
the Dotor Ceindo's, that ſhe made 
him ſervant to a Fool, and likewiſe 
cave him the Eſtimation of a Fool? 
(for herein allo the blind woman 
ſhews her malice) and to the other 
Coxcomb, a meer dull blockhead , 
ſh gave ſixteen thouſand Duckats 
of Eencfices, as clear and ſimple, 
as he, and it may be too, a better 
opinion of being wile, then ta me. 
For as Flattery is the Harbinger of 
Fame, he had mony wherewith 
to oblige her, and to hold her rea- 
dy at his beck , and never ſpoke 
a Folly, which was not applauded 
for a high conccit. 


O 
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O Riches ! who would think 
that ye ſhould havevalue ( being 
ſo uncertain ) to buy immortal Glo- 
ries 2 Such as thoſe which good 
opinion leaves bound up in famous 
Monuments : Now I fay, that they 
have reaſon who adore you, that 
they are of a generous and ſplen- 
did nature, who dcliver up them- 
ſelvesin your confidence , fince in 
it, they enjoy ſo high ambitions, 
My Friend, if you that have been 
bred up amongſt the Vulgar , have 
underſtood that there 1s ſuch a 
thing as Fortune, complain of her 
at your pleaſure , either call her 
Deſtiny, or Influence of the Stars, 
or what you will; but I, who 


know that all this Celeſtial Har- 


mony hath its Poles in the Prov1- 
dence of God , have already fallen 
i1to account, that whatſoever ſhall 
be diſtributed amongſt us of guods 
or 2111s, cannot but be with a ve- 
ry 
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77 great deal of Reaſon and Ju- 
{tice 3 and if you do not penetrate 
the manner , blame your own un- 
derſtanding , or do not blame 
that, but your Pride , which would 
call Heaven to examination : If a 
blind man ſhould murmur againſt 
the darkneſs of the Sun, would 
you not ſay,that the fault was in his 
Eyes 2 Then why will you not ſay 
the ſame to him , who accufeth 
the neglects of Providence , in the 
Sun of Juſtice 2 But becauſe you 
perceive that the fault 151n your 
lclves. 

Do you not think that the Fog], 
my Maſter > who was born lo, 
had moſt need of thoſe ſixteen 
thouſand Dackats 2 Becauſe it was 
of force, according to the order of 
the Heavens ; tince if he ſhould 
not have had them ,, he had ſuffe- 
redtwo molt grievous detriments, 
Which would have argued injuſtice: 
One 
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One in being born naked , of the 
chiefeſt goods , which are thoſe 
of the Wit : The other, in that 
with this want, he remained alſo 
without the ſuccour , that ſhould 
help humane neceſlities : The Pro- 
vidence then was, that in regard 
the moſt excellent goods were not 
given him, thoſe ſhould be gj- 
ven him which all call goods ; 
and fince Wit was not given 
him , whereby to ſuccour him- 
ſelf, Wealth ſhould be given him, 
with which he ſhould be ſuccous 
red : But I who, thanks be to 
God, was born with an unbyaſed, 
and free reaſon , 1f 1]] tongues had 
not injured me , what greater 
goods ? I that could avail my ſelf 
with it, and being imployed in 
Offices or other exerciſes , could 
gain what my nature had need of ; 
why ſhould [ complain, that I was 

; not 
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not born rich and powerful ? Com- 

plain you thatare a Fool, = take 
© 


heed how you complain 3 for other 
complaints oblige , but theſe dif- 


pleaſe : I am poor, and have the 


the opinion of a Fool ; but hadT 
the reputation of a wiſe man , 1 
ſhould not be poor : Do you 
therefore undertake for me , and 
lure me, that when I take Pen 1n 
hand , I hall know what I ſay, 
with diſcretion; I ſhall account 
my felt for very happy 3 and you 
may go whither you will witk your 
opinion and vain riches, for you 
have need enough of them. 

The Ear] had much credited my 
modeſty, my warineſs, and ſecrecy, 
a thing that made me my bed for 
my eaſe , in confidence of which, 
my Maſter imployed me only in 
matters of his pleaſure - He had 
allo commended to him my ſim- 
phcity , and I belyed it not with 
my 
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my Frown 3 therefore _ the firſt 
Frolick which he did, in coming 
to Salamanca , was to make ſport 
with my mildneſs, and goodneſs (as 
he called 1t) to his friends, to which 
he added, that I had now and then 
certain pleaſant conceits, which 
gilded over my humour. They 
determined then to ſhew - what 
they knew , by diſcovering what 
I was Ignorant of , but I diſcove- 
red: what they were ignorant of , 
by ſhowing what I knew. 

There were together about a 
dozen of the ſervants of. thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, my Mafters Friends , that 
were making merry with him one 
night , who, wearing their . Frin- 
ges, Caps, and, Hoods, like a Jzrto 
of Doctors, after the . Salva gi- 
ven, with Trumpets and Kettle- 
Drums, ſent a meſlage to my Ma- 
{fer (I being preſent ) wherein 
they told him, that in that Uni- 

VET. 
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yerlity , there was an approved 
cultome, for a long time, that they 
ſhould make a private tryal of-the 
wit, and ability of every one that 
ſhould. come to learn any faculty 3 
becauſe former Ages, for. not ha- 
ving done it had fallen into many 
Errors : That they diſpenced with 
his Worfhip, in reſpect of his good 
opinion , which had already ap- 
peared -in his favour 3 but, that 
Pedro Cenudohis Servant was fyſpe= 
ted..in_his ability , and therefore 
that. he would give leave | he 
might. come to examination 5' my 
Maſter anſwered, he ſhould come 
with all his heart 5 and thanking 
much the Doctors that they. would 
honour his Lodging , he received 
them in a ſpatious Room wherein 
all things were well prepared for 
the Ceremony. 

The Do@ors fate down in their 
Der, as ſhewing that- one had re- 
oard 
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gard'to'the antiquity of the other ; : 
and after one of them had pro- 
pounded with more dilated rea. 
ſons, the fame which they had faid 


190 


10 their meſiage; there came twy 


Mace-bearers for me , who ſetme 
in the middle of the Hall upon a 
tittle Form , with a lighted Torch 
on” both ſides of me, that they 
might be Witneſſes of my ſharhe. 
Each Doctor asked me various 
queſtions, them and their anſwers 
7 have written in this Paper ; 
which, to convince the Authority 
of the Dottors , and ſtrengthen 
the weakneſles of my- opinton 3. 
ſtraight took care to write , put- 
ting them Dialogue-wiſe,for ſhort- 
neſs, with theſe ' two letters, M, 
which ſtands for Maſter , and F, 
for Fool; do you read it who 


have the belt Eye-l{ight, and you 
will tee how lietl: we may trult to | 
DoGors . 


Fools; 


or how little diſtruſt | 


Fi 


ket 
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Fools ; fince they held theſe Sen- 
tences for Follies. Don Felix took! 
the Paper,and read thus. 


The Fools Examination, 


Which is the moſt diſcreet,Fol'y 
F, Love. M. Which 3s th: moſt 
mertaining Folly ? F, Play. M: 
Which is the moS? excuſable Folly £ 
F. Ambition. M. How may. e F oof 
craſe being ſo © F. By knowing 
that he is ſo. M. Hew ſhall be 
know that he is ſo? F. By dit- 
courling with wile men. M. #hat 
hath a man need of to become wiſe 2 
F. To be Modeſt and Docible. M. 
Why are there ſo many Fools in the 
world ? F, Becauſe no body thinks 
himſelf one. M. To what Science 
are you inclined? F, Toall. M 
Ang are yo” able to learn all* F, 
Do you know how to teach me 
| them all> M, AlI are taught in 
M this 
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F. If then all are 


102 
this Univerſity. 
taught, why way not all be learnt? 
M. The life of man is too ſhort for ſq 


large an undertaking. F. Is there 
more to be done then to lengthen 
it2 M. How car: it be lengthened? 
F. By unloofing the knots which 
reſtrainit. M. What knots reſtrain 
it2 F, The pleaſures of Love, 
the bewitchings of Play, the follies 
of Ambition, and the madneſs of 
Covetoulſneſs : Theſe are the knots, 
by which the Life, that of it (elf is 
long, appears ſhort. M:; Never or 
wery ſeldom is aWit capable of more 
than oue Science , and therefore tht 
Univerſity hath ordained that wt 
ſhould make tryal of the Capacity 
every one, by queStions of all Scien- 
ces, ard then teach him that wherein 
he ſhall anſwer with molt felicity, 
F. This is a madnels, and not wor- 
thy ſo much Fringe, and Cap: For 
 [ ſhould hit well upon a nn, 
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what need would there be that yor: 


hould teach it me 2 Tezch me thar 


which T ſhall underſtand Jeaſt. M. 
Although you ſhould have a Wait inilt- 
table to one faculty, and ſo inciina- 
ble, that without having ſindied it 
(enided only by your natiiral ingenu-= 
ity) you were able to anſwer to any 
wieſtion, yet is it of great conſidera- 
tion to ſtudy it in this Univerſity , 
ind to crown zour ſelf with its Law- 
rel; and,in like manners it of great 
ronfideration for you , that although 
jou ſhould krow more Philoſophy than 
Ariſtotle, by having learnt it in 
Books and Solitades ;, for tt will not 
not ſeexs that you know a word , un- 
leſs you take your degree of Maſter or 
Door. F, T have little Faith in 
Fringes, ſince I have ſeen Carriers 
Mules with infinite of them ; or in 
Caps, becauſe I have ſeen many 
Mad-men wear Caps : But in re- 
ward we muſt follow the Humour 

M- 2 --0E 
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of the world, thete's nothing but 
Patience, I arn contented to be ex- 
amined : Let's hear your Queſti- 
ONS. 

M. 13 you learn the Laws 8 F, 
I would gladly be a Lawyer, if 
there was nothing to be learnt. 
M. 1 underſtand you not, F, The 
Law 1s nothing elſe but Reaſon, 
which guides us to follow what is 
Juſt 3 and this lives 1n minds , not 
only Learned , but alſo Ruſtick, 
for they guide themſelves likewile 
with reaſon , unleſs ſome paſſion or 
affection hinder them ; but the m- 
conventency which I find 1n this fa- 
culty , 1s, that there 1s too muct 
written 1n it , and too much to be 
learnt 3 for from hence ariſeth the 
obſcurity, and clouds of reaſon and 
Juſtice. Whenl feea poor Plow 
mar go to adviſe with a Lawyer, 
2nd that by the way, relating th: 
Caſe, without underſtanding what 


db 
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he does, makes known to him his 
ſuſtice and the reaſons which give 
him breath; I perccive that the 
Office of ſuch a Lawyer 1s nothing 
more than to authorize the reaſon 
of the other , with his _—__— 
Title of Licencate,or Door ſuch 4 
oe, Then who can endure to lee, 
that the. profeflors of this, Faculty, 
hould: be fo; little eſteemed , that. 
that 1f they ſay, 'tis now night, 
they are not credited unleſs they 
alledge twenty texts, and Bartolys 
and Baldzs, with. a thouſand other 
Writers. M. The Office of a Judg 
whither they alſo go, by this Faculty, 
runs wot thoſe hazards, F, Why 
not? I ſee every day, that what 
one ſentences, another contradicts : 
Why is this 2 'Tis cither Paſſion , 
or Ignorance. I care not then ſor 

anemployment at ſuch extreams. 
M. Wor'd you be a Thyſician © F. 
[am no {uch great friend of fee- 
BS ling 


I 
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ling the Wenches Pulſes, and hand.- 


ling them 5 yet I could be one 


with a good will, was 1t not for 
caſting their Waters, and aski 
how many Stools they have had, 
which agrees not at all with my 
Stomacn. | 

M. According to this , you world 
only be: a natural Philoſopher. F, 
There is no Scierce- that fits my 
Nature like this, but to learn 1t, 


» The tWwoa \ 
I would not come to * $ al.amanca, 


principal 


©xive; fi nexther would I go to Alra'a : Be- 


4.7 Cauſe I fee thar all the Ancient 


Philofophers go contradicting one 
the other, as they ſucceed in their 
ſeveral Ages; and that at this day, 
you reprove Ariſtotle , and per- 
chance you have reaſon for it: 
Neither canl[ abide that you ſhould 
found all natural cauſes, in heat, 
and moyſture z and that although 
you find no creep-hole for many 
91.hculties, you ſtand beating your 
brains 
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brains all your life time, with So- 

hiſtical Arguments , only becaule 
{ach a Philoſopher ſaid it, who, 
ſhould he live now, and hear your 
camorous diſputes, without doubt 


opinion, is a Science which 1s alto- 
rether written in the contemplatt- 
on, and there is no Library like a 


MOrnIng! 


given to Poeſte and good Learhing, F. 
As for Poery,it is long fince T have 
known it. M, The Art of Poetry do 
Jon know £ 1 have ſeen but few in 
the world that have known it. F, 
The Precepts of Poetry are like 
the Precepts of the Law of God , 
which all know, but few keeps 
and fo it is not to be doubted, but 
that the Art may be known , bur 
not eaſily practiſed, 

\. 


would tell you, that he faid It not 
for fo much adoe : This, 1n my- 


freſh and pleaſant Field, in an Aprit 


 M. Me thinks the Good minis 
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M, According to this you would 
paſs your Life time in reading Dhilo. 
ſopbers , Hiſtorians , and' Rhetoric. 


ans? F, All theſe ſeem. to me 
weariſome people : For the anci- 
ent Philoſophers were no other 


than certain 1dle Fellows , who 


went up and down from Feaſt to 
Feaſt, and from Tavern to Tavern, 


with which they lived merrily, and 


engendered goud blood, and ſome- 
times at unawares, let fall ſome 
witty fentenge , as they that are 
merry with Wine , utter by do: 
Zens 5" now having a great and ve- 
nerable opinion, the fottiſh Vul- 
gar - pbſerved thofe Sayings as O- 
racles ; ſome years after ſprang up 
an Elegant man , who, finding thoſe 
ſayings: Canonized by the Eſtima- 
tion of the People, poliſheth them 
and writeth them for poſterity, 
with the name of the Lazy Cox- 
coinb that ſaid them 3 and as thok 
is who 
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who came after, found them trim- 
med up , and recommended with 
the Veneration of Antiquity , they 
cave them credit, in ſuch ſort that 
any truth of theſc, although it ſeem 
but like 0:2e of thoſe which we 
call of Pervgru!io the Buffoon, hath 
25 much Authority amongft.; the 
Learned. as if it were the Law of a 
Sacred Connc1). 70s: 

[ am a man, who, the day where- 
in I either get monles, or good 
hopes from the Wench I court, or 
hear good news , ſpeak more: con- 
celts- than all thoſe ancient Philo- 
ſophers, in more than a thouſand 
Feattings or Entertainments, if it 
was, not, that this of my not having 
an opinion, and all the worlds be- 
Ing ſo full of wife men, ( each of 
which would be the praiſed one , 
without Jeaving a branch of Law- 
rcl for another) holds me diſeſtee- 
med, and particularly the tatters 
of 
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of this Gown 3; for I was born inan 
Age, wherein good clothing is a 
ligne of a good wit, as if there 
were - not horſes well harneſled. 
IR 6. * The other day I met a Phyſician, 
tiaus, A friend of mine, and asking him 
whes they when he began to clear the wor'd of 
go70 /** ſick folks: Herold me that he expe- 
ens, doa!- Cted monies to buy him a Mule, as 
acc 719 if the Mule had been to feel the 
= © Palfe,or caſt the Water. | 
Then the Hiſtorians maule and 
flaſh me to death : there are no 
ſuch unquiet people in the world; 
theſe are all for Wars £ and: more 
than Wars , like 'the mad-mans 
dreams, and if at any time they 
relate matters of Peace , they pals 
as quickly over them as a Cat over 
fire-coles : a thouſand Musketeers 
{hall- not draw them from the 
Wars. I account them people of 
an ill pallate, and therefore affe(t 
them not ; for their pleaſing them: 
ſe]ves 
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ſelves fo much , in painting out an 
Army of cowardly white-liver'd 
flows: and prailing for great- 
nels of- Courage the raſhneſs of 
ſome' Barbarian : Ts not this the In- 
dex of "a Demonaick ..nature ? 1 
cannot find a peaceable Hiſtorian 3 
1 Hiſtorian of State 5 one that I 
night converſe withall, as with 2 
prudent-man, and not theſe Furies, 
that 4 man ſuppoſing he talks with 
a perſon of Judgment , and when 
he leaſt thinks on it, he ſees-him ar- 
med Cafp-a-pe. Hiſtorian of Luci- 
fer | are there not tranſactions. in 
Peace that deſerve everlaſting me- 
mory 2 Does there not marvels of 
excellent Virtues happen 2 Why 
doſt thou not relate them? A 
thouſand times have I fancied. that 
they, en purpole,do deſcribe thun- 
rings and 1atiings of a Batte], on- 
ly that they may bring in with it. 
their pompous and corpulent ora- 
lon, Rhee 
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Rhetorick I call not an Art, but 
a meer trifle ; for, to perlwade in 
ſpeaking , what needs any greater 
Art than for a man to know what 
he fays, and have a good will to 
fay it. When I ſee a Merchant (el- 
ling his Merchandize , who with- 
out knowing Rhetorzck , periwades 
that a long napped Cloth 15a f'ft 
Velvet, and that Stockins of Cam- 
mels hair ,, are of Toledo Silk , I 
curſe Rhetorrch, to the Devi], and 
him that fates it 1s needful in the 
world. | 

':, M. Now of force, we muSt under- 
Stand one another ; 10u, it ſeems, 
come to learn the Mathematical Arts 
or Sciences  #F, God prelerve my | 
Judgment, ſince that Science that 
puts it ſelf into converſation with | 
the Stars, certainly favours of mad- 
nels; for the Stars are far diſtant 
from us: And yet ſuppoſe we 
fhould calculate a Nativity by 
| them, 
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them , and follow the tracks of it , 
itmuſt needs be a fad thing, to pry 
into fortune , and thriſe to feet e- 


vils, and to defraud the Joy of 


ood events : Evils are three 
times felt 3 before they come, with 
fearz, when they come, with griet; 
and afterwards with the memory : 
The Joy of good events may be 
defrauded, becauſe now when they 
come, the hope is flackned , and 
their value did diminith by little 
and little, from the time that they 
began to be hoped for. 

The other Arts, as 17nfick, Gee 
ometry, Arithmetick , and Coſao- 
graphy, are not for my Chollerick 
humour ; for in not apprehending 
them by halves, I tire out the pat1- 
ence of him that teaches me. 

M. Theſe Gentlemen bave thought 
good to giue you a term of time , 
wherein yo ſhould deliberate better 
of the Science , which ſhall beſt ſute 
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with goeur Genins : And is ih; 


. [4 > ' . 
wear while , that this jour fooliſh- 
res continues, we condeun: you 'to 
ſerve, which is the proper occupation 
of Fools. 


Don Felix did greatly admire 
and applaud the Fools Examiinati- 
on 3- at which. the Doctor being 
well-pleaſed proſecuted his Thenie. 
All theſe wile ſayings they held for 
follies, meerly becauſe I anſwered 
not as they ſuppoſed I would have 
done. So that folly among(t men, 
1s no other thing than a contradi- 
tion of Opinions ; and him alone 
we account a Fool, who is not of 
the ſame opinion as weare, Hence 
it 1s, that 1n your Judgment there 
15 no wile man 3 open your brealt, 
2nd behold it well, for I know 
what I am ſaying, I know that you 
clteem your own Crotchets for high 
concelts , and: that- all thofe who 
cort- 
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condemn them (in your opinion) 
are very Fools : And you are the 
only one , who perceive not that 
youare no Angell, having ſo many 
things of a Man, and, I way ſay, of 
a Brute too, and that it 1s moſt cer- 
ein, that you know not any thing 
for certain. 

Ag I ſaw that Aſſembly of ſo 
rave Doors make a Laugh ar 
what deſerved applauſe, I began 
from that day forward to deſpiſe 
every man that was called Doctor, 
thinking that all were as fooliſh as 
thoſe Doctors : I imagined that 
diſcretion and good wit was not in 
Fringes, becauſe I ſaw alfo, that 
the water-bearers aſles were ador- 
ned with them : Nay, ſo much 
did 1 abhor the word Doctor. that 
being fallen ſick of certain violent 
Kheums, which, diſtilling from my 
head to my ſtomach, were fo often- 
ive to my throat, that I was per- 
{waded 
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{waded.it would f{travgle me ; yet 
would I not do what the Doctor 
ordered me.,which was to beforth- 
with let bloud. Tis ſufficient, 
ſaid I, that the Doctors take away 
my reputation , without taking a- 
way my life. Two dates after [ 
was well, and this came by my Fol- 
ly of not caring for the Doctors; 
for had T obeyed mine , I had de- 
ſtroyed my ſelf, it 1t be certain in 
Phyſick.that there 1s nothing worle, 
or more dangerous in cold diſtem- 
pers than Blouding. 

I went not to hear thoſe readings 
which that Colledge of Fools had 
enjoyned me, thinking that thoſe 
very ſame were the Maſters, which 
taught the faculty of Cernors ; and 
what credited my ſuſpition , was fo 
{ce that, without Art or Method, 
they taught a Faculty which had 
{o much need of it. 1 deſpiſed 
chem then, and this Folly procured 


me | 
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me much eaſe and profit : For 
the time which I ſhould have ſpent 
at theſe readings, wherein only 
was treated,of writing the Dreams 
or Thefts of ſuch or ſuch a Maſter, 
I employed in one Book or another, 
of the Faculty,in my own Lodging, 
where, with better Stile , more 
Clearneſs, and greater Elegancy, I 
learnt in one hour more than I 
ſhould have done in a year, at the 
Readings of the Doctors. 

Who would think that Folly 
would aftiſt towards the making 
men learned 2 Yet you lee here 
what made me a Scholar ; for I put 
by (with this) a thouſand troubles, 
of pretenders who tired men a 
whole day with cringes and intrea- 
ties to hear them one hour : I avoi- 
ded the diſquiets of the Schools 3 
they wearied not me to ask me m 
Vote: for when I promiſed it but 
by halves, they not holding me ins 
gemous 
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genious enough to lye , ealily gave 
me Credit : The loud applauſe of 
the Vidors:, or their Rolls, I was 
never charged with, it ſeemed to 
them that I was not fit for theſe, 
ſo that, enjoying great quietnelſs, ] 
held them all for my Friends. 

My Maſter, that ſaw me fo little 
affected to the Schools , gave me 
an Imployment , which not only 
did not oblige me to ſee them, but 
even removed me many Leagues 
fromthew. He had conquered,by 
force of his mony.a Girle, all {weet- 
neſs; and being jealous, as he had 
reaſon, in regard he was but yery 
hard-favoured, and cold in extre- 
mity, he placed me for her guard, 
ſuppoſing that he who had ſhownfo 
Hat and dull a Wit, would not have 
prickles to diſturb thoſe flowers; 
and that which ſpake in my be- 
half was the ſeverity of my 
countenance , the gravity of my 
walking, 
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malking , and the ſlowneſs of my 
ſpeech. | — 

He kept her in a houſe accom- 
panied by an old Matron , and a 
young Servant Maid, and minding 
to ſecure her, put me to guard her, 
There he dined, ſupped.and ilept 5 
and with knowing that I was be- 
came an Arg#s over the Girle, the 
Gallant, my Maſter, neglected her, 
as if he had had her in his Pocket : 
This ſeemed to me an inchanted 
Palace 3 for without care of any 
thing , at Dinner and Supper times, 
we found the Tables furniſhed 
with variety of Dainties , by the 
care of my Maſtcr,who thought on 
no other thing. 

Now do I blame fuch women, 
as ſhew a liking to this fort of Gal- 
ants 3 theſe Fools, who having no 
variety in their Imagination , di- 
rert not themſelves with any more 
excellent care, they think not on 
NA any 
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any other thing , for wanting dif- 
courſe to find out faults , they fall 
in !ove more ſettledly, and eſteem 
with greater reſpect. But an un- 
deritanding man, as having his 
Soul free, flies from this thought 
to another, and hath his ſeveral 
ways of divertifement , for he hath 
variety, and is not ſeen to ſubjet 
himſelf to low Amours : Moreos 
ver.at one time or another he ſpyes 
out faults ; and as he himſelf is e- 
{teemed, becauſe he deſerves it, he 
comes to deſpite with more liber- 
ty whatſvever fault he notes ; ſince 
compared to his merits, it ſeems 
great to him : Now the reaſon why 
we commonly fee ſuch Coxcombs 
better beloved then theſe, is, that 
they love in earneſt, they lolicite 
in earneſt, and adore in earneſt, 
But that you may not envy their 
fortune , hear what was my Ma 
lters. 

Re 
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He had been bred up 1n State 
with his Lady Mother , quarrelling 


| with the Maids about his breakfaſt, 


and other fopperies , more of a 
young Gentlewoman than a Stu- 
dent : From whence he had Jearnt 
ſuch an abſurd fantaſtical behavi- 
our, that utterly ſpoyled all his 
fort : He ſpake to this pretty Girle 
as if it had been to one of his 
Aunts, and ufed certain Comple- 
ments, which ſeemed to have pal- 
ſed the Craggy Mountains of So#20- 


ſi-rra; yet not for want of Love, 


for of that he had enough, but by a 
natural conſtraint and dulnels. 
With this, the Breaſt of the La- 
dy was become cold as Ice, and no 
marvel indeed, ſince they are as 
the Moon is with the Sun: for as 
ſhe receives her Light from that 
Golden Gallant.ſo Ladies ſhew the 
Luſtre of their good likings, by 
thoſe which they receive from 
N 3 their 
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their Lovers. To think that they 
will love thee, be thou never fo 
rich, if thou art cold, 1s a Simpli- 


city : Being rich, thou maiſt make. 


thy Lady rich, but not loving tq 
thee ; thou oughteſt to have that 
which muſt be pleaſing to her, if 
thou wouldit that ſhe ſhould be fo 


to thee : If thou art cold, thou art 


better for a Surpliſs than for a 
Courter of Ladys : Go get thee 
into a Cell, and turn Fryer 5 none 
gives more than he hath, thou wilt 


only give her Rheums or Cathars; 


tou knowelt already.that they are 
diſeaſes of the Breaſt, where the 
Heart 1s. This 11] hath good fortune, 
that in giving much cenfidence , 
it takes away many favours 3 for 
thete Noble-men think that-only 
by being ſo, they abound in all 
things, yet they are afterwards 
tound to have been miſtaken, and 
come to ſerve but as Stewards to 
- thoſ 
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thoſe who are better liked. So it 
happened to my Maſter , for not 
withſtanding all his care and ſtudy 
tocourt this Maid, and to treat her: 
| was the happy poſleſlor of her 
Heart 3 for the familiarity and 
large converſe which had paſled 
between us, had given her to un- 
derſtand that I deſerved better 
than my Maſter , by being leſs 
Fool, and more fortunate ; fo that 
my Maſter ſerved me, and better 
than I could ſerve him. | 
What reaſon now have I to com- 
plain of ill Fortune, if being an 
impudent Traytor with a Fools re- 
putation, I enjoy ſixteen thouſand 
Duckats a year , which I ſpend by 
anothers hand , in my own De- 
lghts ? Theſe and other adven- 
tures of no leſs importance happe- 
ned to me in Salamanca ; but I re- 
late them not all , for not being ſo 
much to the purpoſe , intending 
_ only 
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only to tell you the End of m 
Courſes, which was as Fooliſh as the 
Begining. 

The Poets fay , that when Jzp:- 
ter beautified the World with ſuch 
_ variety of Enamels, and illuſtrated 

Man with : ſo liberal a ſtock of 
Goods, He was very jealous to 
ſee that he made no acknowledg- 
ment of this bounty , for he im- 
_ ployed all his Love on thoſe Goods 
which he injoyed ; infſomuch that 
he remembred not himſelf of the 
Author of them. Anger then ſug- 
geſted to the God a remedy for 
this, and being warned from 
thenceforward by the ingratitude, 
he blended thoſe Goods with a 
certain mixture of evils, which 
ſhould take from their Eſtimation, 
{uppoling that with this , men 
would not love them ſo much, nor 
{forget their Creator, but rather as 
they had need of him, even to en- 


a þ 
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joy theſe very goods, they ſhould 


invoke him at every inſtant, and 
render him the Religion , Reve- 
rence and Memory, which ſo great 
a Power meriteth. 
He tempered the good of Dig 

nitics, with the watchings and cares 
of acminiſtring them : The felict- 
ty of Wit, with the perſecuti- 
ens of Envy : Merits with Poverty : 
Riches with Avarice; and ſo all 
the goods which adorn men : He 
came to Love,and found that 1t was 
the greatetc good which they had, 
fince even he himſelf, although the 
Father of Goods, always ſeemed to 
conteſs himſelf poor in this, by ſhow- 
Ing ſo great a covetouinels for it:He 
thought it neccflary to mix much 
bitterneſs , to allay ſo much ſweets 
neſs: for he certainly knew that 
they would not remember him, 
who ſaw themſelves bleſt with a 
good , whereof he himſelf blazo- 
| ned 
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ned ſo much, which 1s of being be- 
loved; and it was to be feared, 
leſt they ſhould call themſelves 
Gods, and rebell againſt Heaven, 
ſeeing themſelves glorious with the 
greateſt Enſignes of happineſs : He 
then muſtered up in his memory 
all the Evils , and that which ſhew- 
ed it ſelf molt ſevere.and cruel, was 
the ſame which had then tyrant- | 
zed in his breaſt. 

If I, ſaid Japiter, being a Deity, 


_— P——_—y 


OY 


a. 


_ _ it was away Smt. nad ons woes 


to whom ſuch a multitude of ſhi- | 


ning Miniſters ſtand ſeaſoning 
Joys and Tranquilities; If I, who 
am encompaſied with a Heaven of 
Diamonds, which evils cannot pe- 
netrate, be they never ſo ſharp ſee 
my ſelf conquered, and all my glo- 
ry taken away, by the Jealouſies | 
which I have of man ; what 1s there 
to be doubted, but that this is the 
greateſt of Evils, and will be ſuff:- 
cient to temper the greateſt of 

Goods? 
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Goods 2 He then mixed Love 
with  Jealoufies , wherewith this 
200d was made bitter. 

* Thappened to prove the bitter- 
neſs of my Love, when moſt flat- 
tered with its Felicity, finding my 
ſelf jealous , which is the ſame as 
ſick to death ; for the fooliſh Girle 
was viſited (and in appearance to 
her great content ) by a certain 


" Gentleman of the City, bravely ac- 


coutred with a Ruff, a Gold Chain, 


\ anda PJuſh Cloke, whicl'was then 


all the mode : Now, though I did 
not doubt of my merits , yet I 
feared the Maids inconſtancy, who 
as a Child had her Eyes running at- 
ter thoſe baubles , and my pleaſing 
converſation had already glutted 
her Stomach, I then perceived 

that many good parts were ill be- 
loved, by the il] Election of wo- 


men, who, for the moſt part, are 


« 


not very prudent, I envied the 
Secular 
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Secular Ruff, thinking that every 
ſet hole in it was a diſcharge of Ar- 
tillery againſt that Fortreſs , and 
curſt the reſtraint of the Students 
habit, laying on it the blame of my 
flights 3 I threatned her many times 
with my Maſter , but ſhe having 
bought my liberty with bers, langh- 
ed at my threats, concluding that [ 
would keep ſecret her boldneſs, 
not to endanger her publiſhing of 
mine 3 thus I ( perceiving my «lf 
jealous) held it for an 1] Augury, 
thinking that I ſtood on the threſh- 
old of Ditcretion , when I remem- 
bred what was ſaid by Lope de Vega 
Carpio, Oracle of the Spaniſh Mu- 
fes, and flouriſhing Ornament of 
its glorious Monarchy : 


The Man whoſe Breaſt no Jealous 
Piſſuons j well, 
And yet pretends his Heart Loves 
Sacrifice ; | 
Or 
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Or is a Fool , or elſe he loves not 
well, 
Becauſe diſtruſt is mother of the 
wiſe, 


According to this,ſaid I, I ſhould 
be wiſe, ſince I am jealous, ſurely 
ſome great evil muſt befa]l me, be- 
ing now become wiſe 3 and remem- 
bred that I had never intermitted 
being a Fool, which had not coſt 
me ſome great trouble. I called 
to mind alſo that the time when in 
Madrid , I enjoyed the favours of 
the Liberal Damzel, only by be- 
Ing a Foo], I had eſcaped from this 
Penance of Love : and was now 
forry to be wiſe , by the evil which 
| was afraid hung over me : ſo that 
it Folly ſhould have no other al- 
lurement on its ſide, but the being 
a Miſtreſs, and free from Jealou- 
lies, it 13 4 quality ſufficient to make 
tbe eſteemed , and preferred be- 
fore 


I99 The Fortunate Fool. 


fore the higeſt Diſcretion. 
You may, perchance, wonder to 
ſee me ſometimes wile , and fome- 
times fooliſh 3 and then in your 
malice will poſſibly be cenfuring 
me, for a Diſſembler 3 and 1 wiſh 
that it be no worſe. Malicious 
Friend , if thou thinkeſt that the 
reſt of the wiſe men, and fools 
of the world are not fo, thou art 
2 Fool : For the witeſt njan ſome- 
times ts careleſs, makes intermiſſi- 
ons in his Diſcretion, and holds it 
for a Gallantry, to do, or ſay ſome 
extravagancy , either for the ſet- 
ing off , or ſtrengthening of his 
Actions ; when you ſhall hear ſay, 
{uch a one hath accompliſh'd his 
deſign well, I hold him for very 
diſcreet. Think not that that man 
1s diſcreet , but that he happened 
diſcreetly upon it. The ſame in 
miſcarriages 5 Thou art not to 


. ſuppoſe that he is a Fool __ 
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he ſlipt on ſome folly, but that he 
went fooliſhly to work. When 
they would Cannonize ſome Saint, 
they are not content with one or 
two miracles , but with many, and 
very remarkable ones; why ſhouldit 
thou cannonize any body for di- 
ſcreet , becauſe he happened on 


ſomething well , at one time or a- 


nother 2 Perchance he being an 
errand Fool, could do no other- 
wile 3 perchance he knew lo little, 
that 1n this, he even knew not how 


tobe a Fool, and ſuffered himſelf 


' tobe carried by his Fortune, with- 


out making pauſe at his blind ele- 
(tion. 

The Avuguryes accomplithed 
their threatnings, for ill Auguryes 
are like Natives of the Kingdom of 
Arragon , that will fooner forget 
their God than their Anger. It 
colt me not a few dilquiets , for I 
/aw my ſelf encompatied on all 

des 
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ſides : ſo that would I paſs on for- 
ward with my Love, I preſently 
found a very ſhameful] reprehen- 
ſion, that ſaid to me, there is no 
room for thee ; another hath ccme 
in with a Ruff ſo great , and a 
Pluſh Cloke fo large and ſwell'd, 
that he can ſcarce be contained 
there. If I ſhould have given the 
reigns to my anger , and repaired 
my injury with vengeance , [ fea- 
red it would be too much to my 
own coſt , having reaſon to be 1 
lent , and ſo muſt be of force, or 
dye; and yet I mult of force dye, 
if I ſhould be ſilent. So poſletled 
was I with anger , and fo reſtral- 
ned by fear, that I would have 
accounted it for a happy change, 
to loſe the paſt Delights , that I 
might have withdrawn my body 
from the preſent Torments. 

Love tis not for Virtuous menz 


very fooliſh or bad muſt he be, 


that. |: 
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that muſt be poſſetted of it: Although 
there ſhould be no Law of Gud 
that ſhould pluck us by the tleeve, 
at the engaging our ſclves in theſe 
wickedneſles , yet the evils which 
go chained with them, would be 
ſuficient to detain us : The un- 
happineſs is , we are unwilling to 
calt away from us theſe pleaſures , 
though Ll allure you, that if we 
could but take off the Cloke from 
them, and find out the 'untortiu- 
nate ends, which preſently threa- 
tenus, we would not give them 
ſo much Credit as we do :; For it 
was a Divine Providence. to ſeaſon 
Sin with Repentance , that when 
we are moſt flattered with its 
Smiles , and Serenities , we ſhould 
find out the deceit, and know our 
blindneſs. 

In fine, I determined to leave 
her, when I underſtood ſhe had 
left me , and with the hazzard,uot 
() only 
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only of my head , but of my opj- 
nion. I acquainted my Maſter 
with what had paſled , the fre- 
quency of the Gallant , and his 
obſtinacy , and told him ſome of 
thoſe Jealoufies which 1 had too 
many of. To which his opinion 
was, that this quarrell muſt be 
had with the Maid; for the not 
giving him hopes ( he concluded 
for certain ) that he would not 
have had the boldneſs, ſo much as 
to look upon her. I commended 
his diſcreet contrivance , but ſee- 
ing that I endangered my opinion 
by this way; for ſhe perceiving her 
ſelf diſcovered , would , ſure & 
nough diicover me : I therefore, 
not to Joſe the occaſion , replyed, 
that ſhe 1n no wile gave admittance 
to his defires , but that he was 
ſuch an impudent fellow , that he 
took it. With this he reſted fa 


tified , and with determination 
"W 
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to fall ſeverely upon this darcing 
Gallant. | 

I well fee that I had but little 
reaſon in what I ſaid , for I was 
indeed alwaies of a contrary opl- 
hion; I ever knew, that as many 
as have hopes , deſires and con-. 
hdence , do found them on ſome 
favour , and that no delire can be 
had without hope. Bur mark, I 
beſeech you , how 1mportant a 
thing 1t is to be a Fool, or t5 ap- 


pear ſo , fince it ſerves even to 


pcrlwade to falſe opintons, and to 
qualifie them for true ones. If P/a- 
to had faid it to my Maſter , he 
would have believed that he had 
deceived him, by the force of his 
Arguments, and did it for often- 
tation of his Wit : But as a man 
told it him, who , he thought , 
had not the faculty of not tel- 
ling truth , as if this was not 
the moſt difficult : he had no 

O2 ſuſpi- 


Cn RE En SIS ETC, oa; > Ro: —__ 


196 The Fortunate Fool, 


ſuſpition , neither any malice at 
all. 

Now my Maſter was ſomewhat 
unskilful and timerous 1n the bufi- 
neſs of HeCtoring , therefore had 
put 1n readineſs all his Servants; fo 
out we go ſome ſix men of us , like 
ſo many Livns, guarding his body: 
And coming to the ſtreet of the 
Unhappy fair one , we ſaw the Gal- 
lant, waiting with another (both 
muff.:d) at the door of her houſe: 


 1drewnear to know him , and be- 


ing known, without making any 
ligne to the reſt of the Ambulh, [ 
made at him, and at the firſt bout 
I gave him a handſom cut over 
the Pate : ForI had two advanta- 
ges over him; one was the being 
1qjured, another the beginning the 
fray . The Squadron at that, 
coming up, we ſet upon them cou- 
ragiouſly on all ſides, and having 


given them many ſore wounds ( for 
it 


The Fortunate Fool, 97 


it was an eaſy matter t2 lay about 
us in ſuch a confuſion ) we | ft 
them tor dead, and retired to our 
lodging. 
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CHAP, IV. 


He relates the Life which he 
lead being a Tudg , and of- 


terwards, a Pretendient in 
the Court for an Imply- 
ment. 


Y Maſter having the opini- 
on of a wiſe, modelt, and 
ſober man, the very | fame 
perſons who had aſfilted 
him , murmured at the injuſtice; 
and although they knew that hi 
the Borcas of that Tempelt , 
body blamed me, it ſeeming to 
them, that I for no folly deſerveda 
puniſhment, becauſe I complyed 
ut with my nature in what I cid; 
who Would think that it was nood 
| bing 
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being a Fool, even not to appear 
one? Yet thus far can this good 
Fortune extend : I thar was the 
principal Fool was not murmured 
it, only becauſe I was a Fool, 
nd my Maſter that was wiſe, he 
bore the brunt with his Wiſdom. 
We had a ſtrong debate, and va- 


'rious Votes, what was beſt to be 


done ; but mine overcame, which 
was to leave Salamanca ;, in regard 
the woundcd, or dead, were of the 
moſt 1fluſtrious of that City, ſo 
that with whon might be held-a 
good Correſpondence , was the 
main thing next to be thought on: 
And this being agreed upon by us, 
we touk Mules the fame night, 
and in a few daies (for fear gave us 
wings ) we arrived at a Village 
the beſt that was in all the Eſtate 
of the Earl his Brother, who him- 
ſe]fat that time refided there. Now. 
although his abſence from the 
Court 
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Court was not intended for any 
long time, yet the ſpatiouſneſs and 
plealantneſs of the Situation , the 
flatrery and delights of thoſe 
grecn trees , and the bu bling of 
the Fountains ſo much dclighted 
him, that made his ſtay the longer; 
the ſame turned allo to our Ii- 
king, Which was but meer necel; 
lity. | 

Tui good Gentlemay had all 
manner of recreations: as Dogs for 
Hunting, Books of entertainment in 
a great & curicus number,excellent 
Gardens, alſo thick and well-ſha- 
ded Groves , and he knew not the 
cauſe of: our retirement, for that 
being the end: of ur courſe, had 


| taken away all ſuſpition. 


I was, yes, and am now, and e- 
ver {hall be, greatly inclined to the 
converſation of women : What a 
right courſe I took here to make 
my ſelf a Fool? I liked very well 
7 the 


ny 
nd 


the 


ole 


The Fortunate Fool, 201 


the Groves , and the Rivers, bur, 
in my opinion , there wanted to 
them the Soul , which 1s the con- 
courſe of this, and the other good 
face. chat with their fight ſhould 
guid them , as the Sun dues. 
T'ercfore 1 prefently grew weary 
of that wilderncſs-like Solitude 3 
yet remembring me of the evils 
whict: had befallen me , for defi- 
ring theſe Goods , | fell to Philo- 
ſophizirg, in ſo much that in a few 
days, I reduced my elf to think 
that the true Felicity was to bind 
up a man within himiclt, this1s by 
adorning himſelf with Learn! ng , 
and Virtues 3 for other things, 
which, with a fair appearance, ſeem 
to be Felicities, either they are 
not ſo, or are not durable : I like- 
wile confidered that ajrhough the 
cjoyment of the height of them 
was ſweet, vet the tall was fo cer- 
tain, that the plcaſure of them 
| was 
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was twice paid for 5 once with the 
fear of falling , for it dares mole{ 
us when we are at the higheſt 
pitch 3 and then with the fall; for 
this Edifice being founded on pil- 
lars of Glaſs ( ſuch are the follies 
and frailties of women ) it muſt 
neceſlarily yield to any weight. 

I took great delight to lock up 
my ſelt, in the Room where the 
Earl kept his Books; there did 
paſs all hours of the day, and ma- 
ny of the night, laughing at ſuch 
as invited me to goa Hunting , to 
play at Billiards, or at Cards ; for 
certainly nothing 1s pleaſure to us, 
but that to which our inclination 


ſtears us : I thought it impoſlible | 


that there ſhould be any one, who 
could . take delight in going a 
whole afternoon , in ſpight of the 
violent ſcorchings of the Sun, fol- 
lowing a Hare, or perſecuting a 


Wolf : And then , for Cards, | | 


could | 
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could not believe that any man 
could have patience to think, that 
whilſt he was expeRting a Seven of 
Hearts to make up his Game, there 
ſhould come an impudent Knave of 
the Clubs to excuſe the Seaven , 
and fay that he could not come; 
and thoſe tricks of jugling a Card, 
as if by that, the figure of it could 
be changed. All this I held for 
folly 5 and gave a thouſand thanks 
to God that had civerted my 1n- 
clination from ſuch fooliſh enter- 
tainments. | 

| ſpent my time with my Books, 
the moſt diſcreet company In the 
world, fince knowing ſo much,they 
never ſpeak a word , unleſs they 
are asked : Sometimes I wearied 
my felt , and then deceived my 
wearineſs with varicty ; and being 
tired with one, tock up another 3 
for as I ſtudied not for oltcmtation, 
but for recreation 3 neither vas 1 


troubled 
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troubled for the obtaining: of a 
thought , nor at the leaving jt in 
the midft of its carreer. Fina!:y, [ 
made a paſtime of lavour , and by 
this means ſecured the Quration of 
it. 
But the time- being come, of 
returning back from our progreſs, 
the Earl haſtned us away, now be- 
cauſe I was {til quarrelling with 
Fortune , that ſhe had nor paid me 
for the Courtſhip I had made her, 
1n committing the folly of the skir- 
miſh, She did then quit ſcores with 
me. TI hat a grear opinion of be- 
ing Learned, gained by the lock- 
ng my felf up inthe Library ; and 
being confident of this. I came to 
the Earl, at a time when l found 
him alone ; and faid, certainly, Sir, 
Your Honour might well excuſe 
the care which this Journey gives 
you 3 for your Brother. ( whom 
God preſerve) has no nced of (ee- 
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ing thoſe Schools to be able to read 
asChair-man to the Maſters of them: 
For although , 'tis true, that moce- 
ſty and retiredneſs, do a little 
advantage him, he ha's a woſt pro-. 
found Wit, and is really devoted 
to what he profeſles ; I aflure you, 
Sir , he hath .attained to more In 
Three years , than others in Thir- 
ty. 
7 Near this place is the Monaſtery 
of 1r4che , where he may take the 
Degree of Batchelor, and continue 
patiing his time 1n this Solitude, 
which will be more profitable for 
him than to go to be diverted, 
by following his pleaſjures : and 
what he hath learnt here, to for- 
get 1n Salamanca , which in effect 
Is a populous City , and not ſo fit 
tor the exerciſe of Wit as this plea- 
lant retirement. He liking the 
Counſel, we Commence in 1rache. 
Thus we excuſe two years Colds of 
Sala- 
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m712uca , in recompenle of one f0]- 
ly. 

Two years ſpent I in that folita- 
ry Life , and in them learnt of Cj- 
vil Law enough, and of other 
Learning more than enough :; and 
having gained an opinton of be- 


ing (tudious, and confirmed it with 


certain Sentences of Cato, they be- 

an to ca!l me Doctor, in the Earls 
houſe, and ſo frequently uſed it, 
that now I was by no other name 


known then the De@or Cenudo; 


and a while after we returning to 


.our centre, the Court, I took my 


* #1 Officer 
 deputed by 
the King , 


place of Do&or as if really I had 
been ſo. 

At that time His Majeſty honou- 
red a Gentleman, a friend of the 
Earls, with the Office of * Corrigi- 
dor , of one of the moſt illuſtrious 


over mol? of the chief Cites in Spain , with Power and Au- 
thority little differing from a Lord Mayors, Theſe alway: 
continue three years, and for the mo part are Lawyer. 


Cities 


— 
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Cities of Spaiv, This ſame Corrz- 
gidor , was mad to be Governing, 
35 might be ſeen a hundred leagues 
off; for having a ſufficient Eſtate 
to maintain him conformable to 
his Quality , nothing would ſerve 
him but to be a Corrigidor , and 
could have eaten his fingers ends, 


to be ſhowing his power over the 
Petty * Alcaldes \ but he dreaded 


* Or Tub 


® - - e . 
the carrying with him Jearned * Te- * 0y Dep#- 
ni:ntes, ſuch as would command #. 


all , wherefore he conſulted his 
tears with the Ear], who in conclu- 
lion propoſed to him my perſon , 
for one of the two Offices , extol- 
ling my modeſty , and my retired- 
neſs, all which ſuted well with 
what the Corrigidor defired 3 and 
there wanted not ſome. who told 
me, that amongſt others of my 
praiſes, he had acquainted him that 
I was a Fool : Scarcely had the 
Corrigidor heard this, when ſaying, 
| that 
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that ſuch a one was what he hag 
need of, and not your medd!ing 
Pedznts ; he granted him the Office 
for me. and further added, that 
he was a moſt happy man, in' ha- 
ving found out, for his purpoſe, {6 
well qualified a Perſon. 

Behold me now. chief Alcalde of 
a populous City, here you lee, the 
Title of a Fool availed me more 
than the Title of Batchelor or Do- 
Ctor of Law. Is it then ill being a 
Fool? I know that more than a 
few would be ſo, on condition 
that they might but fo well attain 
to their defired ends : And I am 
confident, as one faithfully expert- 
enced,that Folly 1s very important, 
not only tor the obtaining of Dig- 
nities , but alſo for the enjoying 
them , which prefently you will 
ſee. 

The other Office of Terzevte, of 
Deputy, he gave to an able Fs 
or- 
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formall Coxcomb , much -wedded 
to the Laws, and to his humour : 
4 man whoſe word 1t was, you ſee 
it is written, and you ſhall be 
made to do it. This was not of the 
Corrigidors EleCtion , but the ex- 
preſs command of a Noble-man, to 
whom he owed the greateſt part of 
his wings: we came ſhortly after 


to the 


place of our relidence, 


where I ſoon gor the knack of 
Precedents, Decxees, and other tri- 
fles, for the ordering my bulinelſs, 
which the induſtry of the Procu- 
rators and. 's CYIV4NOS , OT Solicttors 
and Attorneys, aſliſted me with ; I 
therefore was fain to mould my 
(ef plyable as wax to them, and 
denyed them nothing 3; fo with this, 
and my not ſcrupling at their Ex- 
orbitances, all buſineſles came to 
me, that I gajned as much ag 
might have ſerved both my elf 


and my Companion , whom they 


called 
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called King, Pon Pedro, becauſe he 
was ſo grave, and ſo veatous for 
the executing of Juſtice 5 but they 
fled from hes; as from Virtue. 

Now you may ſcoft at Folly, 
that knows how to favour its own 
Servants, and purith others : And 
you may fee if it be good being 
Fool, even to the adminiltring of 
Offices, which © much require dit: 
cretion and p1udcnce. True Diſ: 
cxetion, my Friend, is to*be ply- 

able, nd bend with the Times; 
but think not that I could be the 
Martyr of A/er.2:/cs and Attorney: 
although i had been brought up 
with Onions and Garlec«k ; no, [ 
am nut of fo ſtrong a Contituti 
ON. 

There I knew that the great de- 
ſtroyer of Virtues was Power. Did 
IT not tell thee how much I came 
Improved out of thoſe Solitudes?! 
Wh at a Philoſopher, how _ 

an 
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and cloſe I was ! what a Contem- 
ner of all Delights, and enemy of 
Pleaſure ! but now ſeeing my felt 
owerful , | went out of my felt, 
and what wonder if I was out of 


my Centre: No one knows what 


it is, to be an -ordinary Judge of a 
Populonus City ! I ſtood upon a 


high place , my head grew giddy, 


I mult therefore certainly expect 
a fall. 

The firſt- trip which TI gave, was 
on Pride ; I was ſparing of my Hat, 


wherein my frown aſhſted me, to 


my great advantage : With all the 
Town I was a Lyon, only with my 
Aleuazil:zs a Lamb : I then threw 
alide my rod of Juſtice, the Badg 
of-my Office, for the Follies of 
Ven, | went the rounds by nights, 
not to apprehend Thieves, nor 
Murtherers , nor any other ſort of 
People, but to deliver up my ſelf 
a Priioner to She-robbers and. 

2 Mur- 
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Murthereſles: Yet this kind of pleq- 


fure did preſently become nautious 


to me., I liked not the eafineſs of it, 
but was moſt pleaſed to meet with 
the greateſt dithculties,l adored m- 


 poſiibilities, there I ſetto my ſhoul- 


der,& there I engaged my ſelf. How 
m3ny Forts did I overthrow with 
nothing but my Rod ? How many 
wills did Fear corrupt ? I am atha- 
med to tell you the Vue means 
wherewith 1 proſtrated noble De- 
ſigns on the ground. Theſe Vi 


aories (faid I) delerve applauſe; 


theſe, which when they fly and are 
molt dithcult , do crown the Con- 


| 1 went into any houſe that I pleg- 
led, though it was never 1o clole, 
with great eaſe : For I either pre- 
tended that I ſearched for ſome 
Delinquent , or that I would ex4: 
mine the Maſter of it, for a Wit- 
neſs concerning a fact , which, 11- 
” | deed, 
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deed, had never been committed. 
Once F remember thar I carried a- 
way priſoner , the husband ct a 
handſom woman , which | had a 
mind to, feigning certain fuſpitt- 
ons of him, and kept him in Pri- 
ſon as long time as [ liſted, that 
he might not hinder my free accels 
Into his Houſe, All theſe extrava- 
gancies were brave explonts, in the 
opinion of my under Miniſters, 
they commended them, inſtead of 
diſapproving them, and admoniſh- 
Ing. me againſt them : and I fcri- 
ouſty think that they liked them 
well, becauſe all of them are. for 
the moſt part , fellows of this hu-. 
mour , and cry up for good, all 
ations wherein they ſee them- 
{elves painted. | 
I was but a little covetous, and 
therefore drew on my fide the 
Common People of the City , 23 
the Taycrner, the Inn-keeper, the 
- Tay- 


214 The Forlunate Fool. 
Taylor, and all that rabble of Peo- 


ple, which being the moſt vile, and, 


moſt Licentious we have amongſt 
us , they give or take away a good 
opinion, at pleaſure. The Gentle- 


men complained not , though they 
had reaſon for 1t, not to ſtain 


their Honour the more, by pub- 
lifhing their Diſhonour . With 
this I walked unbridled, through a 
thouſand kinds of Inſolencies. ' Oh 
how important a thing 1s the 
chooſing fooliſh or unlearned men 
into Offices ! the damage is no lels, 
then the throwing poiſon into 2 
publique Fountain'; every one has 
a ſhare of death, all participate of 
theſe evils: Theſe fetters bind al), 


though the fault or careleſneſs of | 


the Election be but in one only, and 
cne only 1 here blame. x 

Bur becauſe, methinks, you ſtay 
expeCting to know how I came of 
with my Office, ſhould you out 


know | 
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know, that thoſe who make it good 
or evil, are Attorneys and Alena- 
viles£ Since thele then for lo ma- 
ny reaſons were my Friends, there 
was none who did not pratle me , 
inſtead of accuſing me. Finally, 
at the three years end I went our. 
wall from all, and indifterently 
rich, but my Companion 11] aud 
poor 3 I went away the Corrrgidors 
friend, but my Companion his e+ 
nemy : Is it good, think you, to be 
a Fool? It may be, you will tell me, 
that I was not ſo in this , but ra- 
ther very diſcreet ; you have ſome 
reaſon 3 for it was diſcretion 
not to contradict my Corrigidor , 
10 any bulineſs that he ſhould com- 
mand, be it never ſo unjuſt ; be- 
cauſe he, in effe&, was my Superi- 
or, and I took not upon me thar 
Ofiice but to obey him : To have 
friendſhip with Aleuazales and At- 
forneys, What wile man would = 
LS; 
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do it > To be kind to their re- 
queſts, was Liberality, not Folly : 


but let it be what it will, I was 


happy by theſe means. 

In Madrid | preſented my per- 
ſon, and the account of my reſi 
dence, and got the repute of a 
good and jult Judge: Wherehgge 
the Corrigidor aſtiſted me with all 
the intereſt he could make, that 
His. Majeſty might beſtow upon 
me ſome other greater Imploy- 
ment, and in the mean time lod» 
2ed me in his Houle ; admitted me 


to his Table, and allowed me his 


Coach; with which I led in 1a- 
drid, the Life of a Prince. Ambi- 
tron now began to diſquiet me, 
tor although I naturally did never 
much affect the living 1n a Garret, 
the ſeeing my ſelf put into this 
way had quite ſpoyled my humi- 
lity, I was glutting my felf 
with the flatterices which power 
made 


made me : Me thought I lived not 
the day wherein [ did not com- 
mand : Nevertheleſs the kindneſs 
of the Corrieidor was ſuch , and 
the entertainments which we had 
inthe Court , fo great , that they 
diverted this defire from me. 

[| am perſwaded, it would be 
impoſſible, that Preterdients ſhould 
have ſo Jarge hopes in ſuch ardent 
deſires, if they lived not in ſuch a 
bewitching place, as' Is Madrid, 
which hath ſo many Lethargles , 
wherewith to lull aſleep any defire, 
or any ambition. 

At the Fame of my Folly , came 
Corrigldors by dozens, offering me 
what mine had done; but I that 
mult needs be a Fool upon Record, 
cl] to: pretending, or begging at 
Court, a place of ſettlement , only 
that I might not be idle frum coum- 
manding every day, as I was then, 
whilſt they beſtowed another Of- 
fice 
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fice on me : In which pretenſion, 


all the Power that had favoured 
my Corrigidor afti{ted me 3 It is not 
proper for me to divulge this, but 
70 are a Friend, and will ſpeak 
of it tono body. 1 had an advan» 
tage above all other Pretendzents, 
who had merits only 1n being a 
Fool ; for they confiding in what 
they had deſerved, uled ſome flight 
diligences, to that effcct, thinking 
that thoſe who were to honour 
them, had no other care, but to 
conjecture their deſerts by their 
faces, Worthy and delerving 
friend , whar matters it , though 
thou art ſo, if all do not knowlt? 
Tell it aloud,and uſe means to pro- 
cure thy ends , or elite never pre- 
tend ; for I, who had no other 
Baſis whereon to found my preten- 
lions, belides my Solicitude, and 
favour, obſerved it with rhuch 
induſtry. 


In 
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1n this interim I learnt the grea-: 
teſt piece of Courtly diſcretion , 
which is, Flattery , and Courtelie. 
[{taid an hour every morning, be- 
fore I went out of my Lodging , to 
meditate new ways of flattery , 
wherewith to reap new favours. 
[ was the firſt fince Adams, till this 
preſent, who told great Lords 
that they reſembled Gods, in do- 
ing favours without any hopes of 
return. Another time I ſaid to a No- 
ble-man;Your excellency,my Lord, 
in conſideration of who you are, 
hath a preciſe obligation to favour 
me, for your Excellency being ſuch 
a friend of doing courteſies and 
favouring all, 1 have ferved you 
In requeſting it of you 3 and have 
oven you matter whereon to im- 
ploy the generoſity of your mind. 
To another, I once {aid , The time 
now come, wherein your Lord- 
hiv may disburthen your Breaſt . 
and 
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and do favours for being fo big 
with them , only my ſhort merits 
may be capable veſlels of your Ej- 
berality : If I deſerved it , ny 
Lord, it would not be an excef, 
but in this I ſerve your Lordſhip, 
fince meriting it ſo little ,the benefit 
lyes ſhrowded, the more under the 
ſhaddow of my poor wants. In 
ſuch manner I ſpake theſe Ilatte- 
ries, as made them believe, they 
were really the Princes , who molt 
favoured their Servants, 

In Bribes and Preſents I acquired 
the name of Foo], amongſt ſome 
who were 1o themſelves ; becauſe 
I ſeldome preſented things to be 
eaten : They told me if 1 did not, 


Tſhould never have good ſucceſs: 


For Prefents of this nature coſt but 
little, and were ever acceptable: 
But I was always of a different opt- 
110n , that they ſhould never give 
things which would not be i 
ent 
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ſentin view a Whng time , and re- 
preſent the memory of the Donor 5 
for which reaſon , they are called 
Preſents : Things edible are not 
of this quality, for either they will 
beſpoyled, or muſt be ſpent pre- 
ently. 

Only I remember that upon an 
occaſion I once forgot this precept, 
for ſtaying in an outward room , 
waiting to teea certain Lady , to- 
wards whoſe North all my pre- 
tenſions (with a full gale in Poop) 
were ſteered , there came out a 
Dteza to entertain me and ano- 
ther Gentleman , that was an aſii- 
{tant to me in theſe encounters, The 
Dreia began the converſation , al: 
king him what he had caten at din- 
ner, what Cook he kept, and 0- 
ther queſtions of this nature : The 
Centlemun, v-ho by the ſtory, cer- 
tainly , mulc needs be wonderous 
diſcreet , began to invent a thou- 
fand 
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fand- excellent diſhes, never imagj. 


ned before, and that he had a 


Cook which made moſt incompa- 
rable Paſtys, of the Sinnews of a 
Leg of Veal , of the Breaſts of Ca- 
pons, of Partridges; Pidgeons, and 
Turtles, that there was nothing 
like them in the World. He had 
ſcarce made his boaſt of his Cook, 
when the Bu:ia, whoſe chops wa- 


tered after theſe Paſtys, deſired of 


him one fora taſt : The Wileacre 
promiſed it her, and was very joy- 
ful that the had believed him ; and 
that ſhe might think him a man of 
an excellent pallate, at the expence 
of much care and mony , ſought 
out a Cook that ſhould make good 
his Iye. 

I that was a Fool, being affrigh- 
ted at the fall of my Comrade when 
the Duena came to ask me the lame, 
told her, that I kept a Cook-maid 
which knew how to make Saſlages 
mar- 
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marvelouſly,and a  Sallad thatmigat 
be given. to one that was dead z 

which was-truth., for a living bo- 
dy couid not ſuſſer the ſmell of 
them , 1 thought I had turned her 
Stomach with this ; but as 1am al- 
ways fo untortunate with Duera s, 
ſhe longed- for ſome of theſe Safia- 
ges, and Sallad ; I promiſed her 
them, and compiycd honeſtly with 


my word, but fearing that 1f the 


Saſſages ſhould go very cleanly, 
ſhe would ſend for more, I ſent a 
Servant to buy ſome great dirty 
ones, of thole which women ſell 
at the corners of {treets to Porters, 
and vther poor people ; he carri- 
ed they, and I know not whether 
Or NO, 1t might be the Du. "i.1' 5 gree- 
dinets , or. my commendatiuns of 
tiem , bor to rare, or elſe my 
mixfortune. But every Saturday 
I received a meliage from the Du- 


ca, wherein fhe {ent for more 
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Saſſages. I was very lenfible of 
that tribute, and me thought ] 
loſt in this my Gentility 3 and a 
Liberty obliges men to great 
undertakings, I bad a Servant go 
one Saturday , and bring a whole 
Sheeps Paunch, ſtuffed naturally, 
without emptying the Guts : He 
did fo, and it ſeeming to me, they 
came ſomewhat hollow ; TI com- 
manded that they ſhould fill them 


up What wanted, with Onions, and 


many other {weet and cleanly bits: 
Sol fent her them well ſeaſoned, 
& I know not what was in the fault, 
the cleanlineſs or my. misfortune: 
But the Saturday following , ſhe 
ſent me another meſlage to ſend 
her more, and gave me thankstor 
thoſe paſt. I had no other remes 
dy than, but to ſay, the Ceok-maid 
was dead the night before. vee 
what Creatures theſe Dutiu's arc! 
Halfan hour after, ſhe ſent another 
metſage 
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meſſage to me, to deſire me to tel] 
her where I thought to bury her , 
becauſeſhe would ſay certain Matles 
for her , and ſend-her Ladys Ser- 
vants, 'that they might go to ho- 
nour her Corps that: knew how to 
make ſuch excellent Saſlages 5 and 
that if, perchance, ſhe -had left the 
Receit how theſe Saflages were to 
be made,that I would'do her the fa- 
vour to glve her it.': T was fainto 
make a Recelt for Saſſages,the firſt 
that came to hand,and ſend her,tel- 
ling her,that the Cook-maid was al- 
ready buried, and that ſhe needed 
not take any care for the ſaying 
Maſſes for her. This very day do I 
(tand in fear leſt ſhe ſhould ſend 
to me, to know if the Cook of 
the Safſages be not yet riſen a- 
gain,  - 

My ingenious Preſents had bet- 
terluck 3 for ſometimes they colt 
me lefler than if they had been 
Q ſome 
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ſome rare taings.to be eaten(which 
i effe&t are but flight and foon 
gone ) and yet; for the molt part, 
were, as if ].{þould have- =T 
their tides a 'Rige; that . fhguld (ti) 
be putting: them 1 10 mind of-my by 
linelſs. TIES 2 pM 
-:\One time, 60a \ Mioiſter of State, 
that was. ſhort. ſighted, ]: prefented 
a Caſe-and 9/plbir of Speftacles, tel- 
hog him. tat they came-rom Ita, 
that a Brother of mine, had fnt ms 
them, for-the moſt prezjaus Jewel 
It all :thote parts, that they mar- 
veloutly pteferved the ſight, and 
| were the; very Spectacles whuch 
E the King Do? Ferdinando had uled 
I guring his Conquelt of that Nati 
| . On, aud procured the Caſe o be 
MH old-faſhioned, curious and rich, by 
FH which 1 qua-ttied the Spedace 
' W1th preat auvantage. 
$4 | Belteve me, you do nothing, you 
who are confident 1n the greatues 
St, \/ 0 


"I 
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of the Gift which you offer, 1f you 
negle& jts Ornament , and ſetting 
off. For there are thoſe, who look - 
ing on a -horſe without his furnt- 
ture, that ſhould he be more ſwitt 
than thoſe of the Sun, and more 
mettleſome than Bucephalus, would 
account him but for a Jade that 
works in a Mill ; and if they ſhould 
ſee, well harneſled, but Dox @#7- 
xote*s Steed, would eſteem him like 
Belerophons Pegaſus. To me it 
bath happened , that I have made 
greater Oftentation with a diſh of 
lialjan Sallad, which, it may be, put 


me to the expence of about * 15 * 4bour 8 
9uartos, than if I had ſent them 7 Eng- 


a Camel loaded with Pheaſants. 
There is nothing to women like 
Flowers, Patches, Ribbons and 
Paint 3 if you think otherwiſe, ask 
the moſt confident Ladies of our 
age, and they will tell you, that 
were it not for Artifice, there 
G3 would 
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would not be any body that would 
look them in the face. 

This Miniſter of Ignorance put 
on my Sp«Qacles, and per{waded 
h:mielf that he was a very Lins 
v1th them, and was as thankful for 
for the preſent , as if I had given 
him new ſight , telling me that in 

* Thoſe  reſpe&t to my buſineſs, * he would 

*F"" Carry me always before his eyes, 

ſrorr fizh- only with wearing my Spectacles 

_— before them, This then may pro- 

SpeQacles perly be called a preſent, that ne- 

7:4 0s af yer ſtirs a jot from before the Eyes 

5 lj of the great man to whom 1t 1s 

ever they ſent. 

"i Another Lord, on whom deper- 
ded all my hopes, had a good opt 
nion of his own handſomnels, but 
was ſomewhat long viſaged ; n- 
ſomvch that his cheek bones ſtood 


out too viſibly , to the prejudice 


of his Beauty, as though they had 


intended him an il! office ; I ha- 
ving 


uld 


Put 
ded 
1X 
for 
Ven 
-1n 
uld 
ſes, 
Cles 
r0- 
ne- 
yes 
t 1s 


el 
Opl- 
but 

1n- 
00d 
lice 


had 


ha- 
Ing 
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ving notice of a certain Merchant, 
who had falſe Looking-Glatles, that 
would ſhew a thouſand jeveral ſorts 
of faces 3 from amongit theſe I 
choſe one that made round plump 
faces, and had an excellent frame 
of Ebony, inlaid with Ivory, which 
Ipreſented him with, for the moſt 
faithful that had ever been ſeen ; 
proteſting that it was the fame 
Looking-Glaſs, by which the Ca- 
v2 uſed to fit dreſſing her ſelf eve- 
ry morning two hours, before ſhe 
went to enamour the King Dor Ro- 
drigo 5 which had Jately been 


found in the inchanted * Cave at * 7s tne 
axme of 
: this Lad 
Magician, that it was a pledge wa: F1o-" 
worthy the placing in a Pallace ,rn43, ſie 
, . 0 « WAS , 
like that of his Excellency's, if he Slory 
pleaſed, for the Veneration which of the Ear! 
| Don Julian 
who to revenge himſelf on the King for deflowering this hrs 
Daughter, bctrayed Spain to the Moors, by whom ſhe was cal- 


Toledo , by the induſtry of a great 


ld Caya, which in Arabick ftgnifies a Whore. 
3 Was 
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was due to Antiquity : He accep- 
ted it with a ſmiling countenance, 
and looking in it, found himſelf 
fat , and almoſt round , and as 
though I had mended his face, 
gave me thanks for it , telling me 
it was a gift that was more accep- 
table to him then any other thing, 
which might be believed, becauſe 
It flattered him in that he nee- 
ded. 

Truft to Looking-Glaſles, and 
buy them for your friends 5 where- 
in you will do well , fince friends 
there are, which flatter like Look- 
ing-Glafles, and make you believe 


. you are round faced, and perfed, 
being lean, and fooliſh in your at: 


fections. 

- Afterwards I knew , that four 
times inf a Cay he -conſulted his 
handſcmnels in it, and it ſo much 
deceived him, as he faid , that that 


2one was a true Looking-Glals, 


and 
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1nd ofly-in the fime of King Do#z 
Rrelrido, they knew how to make 


| Looking-Glaſles , but in this Age 


all Arts were ſo adulterated, that 
they had not 'the $kill to make a 
true Glaſs in all Spar; fo certain It 
1s that nothing appears true tous, 
but what fſutes with our liking. 
You will fay I was a Fool for pre- 


* | ſenting a Looking-Glals toa Lord, 


and that a Horſe would have been 
a more proper Preſent. You know 
not what you ſay, for a Horſe 
would not be a Preſent , in regard 
it would not be alwates preſent , 
nor put him in mind of my defire; 
becauſe he, for the moſt part, went 
Ina Coach, or in a Chair , but rhe 
Glaſs was preſent four times a day: 
thus very conveniently I ſet my 
Cava for an Interceilor that he 
might favour me. If theſe flatte- 
ries paſs with you for follies, you 
your ſelf are but a Fool, What 
| wall 
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will you fay to.a Preſent. that | 
made of a Clock with an Allarum , 
which rattled the whole Pariſh; 
ſeems this an 1ll remembrancer of 
my bulineſs at all hours ? 

Yet in no preſent ( methinks)] 
hit ſo luckily, as in one that I made 
to a great States-man, who was (uf- 
ficiently proud , although he had 
his riſe from baſe Parentage : For- 
tune, you mult underſtand , had 
raiſed him to that Preferment, be- 
cauie ſhe otherwiſe would never 
ſhine with ſuch Luſtre as ſhe does, 
nor would her power, but lyein 
concealment , if ſhe ſhould not ex: 
erciſe It on ſuch as are nothing, 0r 
but very little. He had his clear 
aicendency from a Cellar of water, 
for ſo was his Grand-father, but he 
forgetting that thoſe waters re 
proached him, as the Poets ay, 
never thew'd a good face to aly 
body ; the truth 1s,he had a very il 
HET ONE, 
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ill one, for he had ſtill imprinted 
on it, the Curſes which his Grand- 
fire gave to his Aſs that carried 
his water-pots. Coming by chance 
into a Brokers Shop, where was a 
Parrot to be ſold, I began to bar- 
eain for it, and queſtioning its abt- 
lity , they told me 1t was a young 
one, and but newly began to ſpeak, 
and knew not how to ſay more 
than Water-mma7 , Water-14n 5 1t 
ſeemed to me that I had found an 


 Aſbwedneſday for the Pride of this 


States-man : I made a Cage for it, 
which might well have ſerved a 
Dueia for bigneſs. Already I have 
told you how impatient I was to 
live in Pomp and State ; for this 
reaſon, T ſay, I preſented it to my 
States-man, for the moſt rare qua- 
lifted and moſt witty Parrot of the 
World, the Cage alſo ſpake a thou- 
land Marvels in its favour : He was 
very thankful, and my good Par- 


rot 
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rot ſhewed in a few days its preg- 
nant underſtanding , giving Le- 
Ctures and undeceiving to this Lyci- 
fer 1na Gown. 

At all times when he came into 
his houſe , he found it with a Me 
2ento homo in his mouth, it alwales 
received him with Fater-man, Wa- 
ter-man , and repeated this with 
great quickneſs ; now as It never 
1aid any other thing, he conſidered 
on It, and was poſleſſed withan 
Opinion that ſome Angel had ſpo- 
ken to him by the mouth of a Par- 
rot; He then began to tremble, 
changed the Scene , and dilpelled 
his frowns. Finally, the man was 
converted by the Lectures of the 


Parrot, that he already gave au- 


diences with greater facility 3 he 
alſo ſpake with leſs ſcorn, and par- 
ticularly to me, to whom he would 
commonly ſay , he had aneſpecial 
obligation, but would not let me 
know 
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know wherefore. He came not at 
any time into the houſe without 
vailing his Beaver to the Parrot , 
fying, all that Courtefie was due 
to a Maſter. A few days after , 
it changed its Note by means of 
another Parrot which was at a 
Neighbours houſe , of whom it 
Jearnt to ſay, Alas poor Parrot ! and 
who comes there , who comes there £2 
Nevertheleſs, the Maſter loſt not 
his Credulity , that it was ſome 
Spirit cloathed in Green, and attri- 
buted that change of Converſati- 
on to his amendment from his 
Pride. So that the Parrot, by no 
means, ſpake any thing which he 
accounted not for a Myſtery. 

I plainly fee that this folly might 
have returned upon my own head , 
t being fo raſh; Therefore do you 
never truſt in follies, unleſs you are 
venturous 5 but it may be you will 
lay, it is ſufficient to be a Foo), to 

| make 
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make a man venturous. In efte&] 
was ſo fortunate , that I flattered 
with injuries, and gained favours 
with aftrontings. But yet methought 
I was out of my centre whilſt I was 
not in Love. The ſuing for an 
Otfice, and the Courting a Lady, 
are ſo much alike, as that 1t was ve- 
ry eafte for me to paſs from one to 
the other ; with Flatteries we ſue 
for Offices, we Court Ladies with 
Flatteries, theſe with Gifts we fa- 


_ cilitate , with Preſents thoſe ; for 


Offices nothing is leſs important , 
than the deſerving them , becauſe 
Fortune who diſpoſeth of them 1s 
blind : There is nothing of leſs im- 
portance with Ladies , than the de- 


ſerving them , becauſe 'tis either 


good or 1]l Fortune that with them 
gives a winning or a loſing Caſt. 
I fell very deſperately in Love 
with a Maiden, the Daughter of 
Noble Parents, and yet more ou 
tnan 
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than Noble : I know not whether 
or no you have obſerved, that all 
my Loves were with Maids: This 
was one of the greateſt of my Fol- 
lies 3 She was all the delight and 
care of her Parents ; they had no 
other Child on whom to divert 
their Loves, all was on their Fair 
Daughter 3 She had been bred up 
under the Tutorage of her Mo- 
ther, with Marmalade, and Carra- 
way Confects,in ſuch fort,that-they 
had wrought her little heart alto- 
gether of Coyneſs. At the Fame 
of her great Dowry , ſhe had been 
offered many Matches of Difterent 
Ranks , as of Lawyers, Knights of 
the Habit, and Gentlemen of good 
Eſtates : But had baffled them all, 
one after another, with her 
Quirques and Subtilties. 

An Alcalde of Sevill, one that 
was a great Gallant,and an under- 
ſtanding man, ſhe diſcarded, only 
to 
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to tell him, ſhe would never ſee | 


her ſelf in the power of Juſtice, 


Another Gentleman of good } 


parts, ſhe ſent packing , becauſe 
alwaies when he vilited her (which 
was very frequently) he asked her 
how ſhe did ; telling him, he was 


too curious for a Husband , and | 
that ſhe was not for ſuch 1nquiſi- | 


tive men. 


Another , who being in a Play- 


houſe , ſhe obſerved to take out 
a pair of SpeCtacles and look tho- 
row them towards the Appartment 


of the women ; {he asked (as jea- | 


lous) what he looked at ? He an- 
ſwered (to blind her Jealouſfics ) 


Madam, I look not at their per- | 


fe&ions, but at the defects which 
Are In theſe Ladies. Then, Sir, 


({aid ſhe, with a diſdainful look) 


I care not for a Husband, fo great a | 


friend of ſpying others faults, that 
_ to ſearch them out, will diſcover his 


Own; | 


| 
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iown 3 I had never known that you 


Jad been ſhort-ſighted, if you had 


lnot been ſo earneſt to.pry into 
[theſe Ladies wants of Beauty. 
| Of another, becavſe they told 


[ter, he knew how to make Verſes, 
[he ſaid, ſhe would never love that 
[nan who elteemed lying and flat- 
[ery for a' Grace. 


Oh this manner was ſhe come to 


[forty years old , her;Father and 
{other dead , rather for being} th 


xd out with her Whymſies, than 
forold Age : And now, time began 
oſwear, that if ſhe delayed to ad- 
mit Sutes, he would force Her , 
that {he her ſelf ſhould be tain to 
ue, and not without hazzard of a 
Repulſe : She admitted Viſits of 
fuch as were men of Parts, and was 
proud to be accounted diſcreet 5 
and that they might eſteem her for 
Sybil in the Town, ſhe gave it 


out, that the moſt "learned men 


Came 


—- 
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came to conſult her in various con- 
celts daily. E 

I then made my addreſles to her 
with the Title of a wile Philoſo- 
pher, and to ſet off my ſelf to the 
greateſt advantage , rehearſed to 
her, three or four Soxrets 1n praile 
of black Eyes, and half a dozen 
Stangza's , on white hands, which [ 
had compoſed in my younger dates, 
ſo that with this, and ſpeaking ever 


and'anon very gravely , and as it | 


were ſuffering my ſelf to be intrea- 


ted to it, I paſſed for a Cato : But ! 


I was ſorry to find her fo wiſe, for 


although I was ever a friend of | 


diſcreet women, yet I would not 
have them to be more wiſe than my 
ſelf, either becauſe equality 1s al- 
wales molt beloved , or elſe be- 


cauſe he goes in danger of being | 


cheated, who deals with one more 
knowing than himſelf. Being fear- 
ful then of diſpleaſing her , I did 


not 


wot 
(neit 
tho 
(her 
ind 
(full 
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. |not yet make her ſharer of iny love, 
either indeed was ſhe ever, al- 
+ {though I did not (I confeſs) altoge- 
[ther diſlike her, until] one evening 
{finding her alone, when the doubr- 
(full light of the day gives moſt 
{place bouldneſs , afhd beſt enter- 
[tains ſhame : After we had diſcour- 
[ed of many things, drawing my 
| Chair nearer towards her Cuſheon, 
|phereon ſhe ſat on the ground , 
{ thus addreſs'd my ſelf ro her : 
Madam, the difference between 
| the Wiſe "and the F ooliſh, is only 
this, In my opinion 3 That Wile ten 
| and fay, for the moſt part, that 
which reaſon and ingenuity teaches 
| them ; But the Fooliſh, as they are 
roid of one, and the other, follow 
their own crotchets, or what they 
| ke others do : If you were not ſo 
dicreet 1 would forbear to tell you 
i thought, which 'ris long fince [ 
tave been deſirous of acquainting 
R you 
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you With , for I ſhould fear that 


you would fall into the opinion of | 
the Vulgar , and call that injury, 


which really is venerationz I have 
loved you tenderly , lince the firſt 
time that I ſaw and ſpake to you, 
but 1 love you with honourable and 
virtuous intentions 3 You are pru- 
dent, and will not ſuffer your ſelf 
to be guided by the Vulgar, for L 
know they would call it rudeneſs 
tor a Lover quickly to declare 
imtel, You are governed by 
reaſon, and ſhall ſee what ſpeaks 
in my favour; that for a woman 
to be beloved is a moſt Glorious 
thing, 'tis the fruit, 'tis, the end 
and intent of their perfection, and, 
tor him that loves her to declare 
ic to her 3, provided the loving her 
be not a diſconrtelie, tis the greatelt, 
complement he can; {how., becaule 
ic is a lign of the more paſſionate 
love z For that houte is not much 
| | on 
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lon fire which ſends not forth our 


Jof its Towers, and Chymnics, ſuch 
{Flames as. fhall -diſcover 1t3 and 
{ſmall winds lye couch d in the bow- 


[ls of the Earth, if they break 


[not an outlet for .their roarings z 
[But a great Earth-quake is the 
{fpn of a raging battle of the un- 
| quietneſs of the Winds. 


Hove you, Madam, by my own 


| choice; another would lay twas by 
| the violence of his deſtiny ; I do 
| not, becauſe I will not have Fortune 


arry away the praiſe due to your 
beauty , and wy Affection. The 
mme of this Paſſion ſeems Arro- 
gant, I call'd it Love , twill appear 
nore chaſt to call it Will 3 yet this 
s too cold to exprels 0 great a 
Flame : : Loveis in Rigour, but yet 
t is Noble, and prudent 3 not cove- 
tous, not blind, expeds NO COr- 
teſpondence, asks no reward , be- 


cule it has it already 3; for what 
- R 2 reward 
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reward like the adoring her that 
deſerves it, for her ſo Excellent 
qualliftications? This love hath 
made me become wiſe, what grea- 
ter recompenle?2 You perhaps 
will ſay, that being known, it ſeems 
no more to be Love ; you are in the 
right z yet for this, it does not 
ceaſe to beLove: To clear theſe 
doubts, let's call it Eftimation, and 
that will ſute beſt with 1t 3 Eſtima- 
tion is More than ordinary , which 

paſſes to Veneration, 1n a certain 

manner, with this it eſcapes out of 

dangers, and deſerves Gratitude 

if nor Correſpondence, Gratitude 

1$ not due to him that pays debts; 

my heart I owed to this Beauty , to 
this Diſcretion, I confeſs it 5 But in 
an Age where Gratitude 1s ſo httle 
1n uſe, tis well there is any who 
remembers to pay his debts, with 
ſo much fidelity. I give ſuſpitions 
of being interefled by mentioning 
ſervices, 
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|rvices, but they are falſe ſuſpiti- 
[ons, I inſtance them not to facili- 
Jate a reward, but to keep up eſti- 
{nation 3 for you being ſenſible I 
[am ſuch, as that I have known how 
{worthily to adore you, may the 
[nore eſteem me for this Ingenu'ty , 
[orat leaſt not accuſe your ſelf of 
{indifcretion for doing me the fa- 
| rour which you do me, by think- 
| ngthat I deſerve not to receive it, 
| ince to allow me for a wiſe man, 
| tis ſufficient for me to underſtand 
what yori deſerve. 
| She having the vanity to think 
that the world did believe her a 
| DoGtreſs, and ſeeing me a Door 3 
likeneſs made us remain friends for 
that time, ſo ſhe continued quiet , 
|and in appearance pleaſed too. 
After this, I was ſtill in Love , but 
| not ſo much as before ; for conh- 
| dence (as they ſay ) is the poyſon 
of Love. 
R 3 A 
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A friend of * mine went one day 
to ſee her without me', whom T1 
uſed always'to carry with'me when 
T viſited her, a perſon of 'a' good 
Wir , pleafant converfaticn, and 
one that was very ingenious 1n his 
conceits ;*Fhey difcoutted bf 'di- 
_ vers matters, 'the converſation was 
an 114l:iz' Salad,” a great. deal of 
of the whole, and a littie of ' every 
thing ; but *amongſt 'all there' was 
not the leaſt word 1n'refembrance 
of me, 1othat | perceived the firſt 
kineneſs had been no more than a 
courteous hiking, which continued 
In its purity whileſt I continuedin 
'mine; bur that ſeeing 'me with! 2 
ſecond intention, ſhe had varied 
hers, and that that ſighting me 
was but a contrivance fairly to 
ſhake mecff : This having yexed 
me, I ſent Jealouſie'a hunting for 
"conjectures, which after a while 
brought me on as clear as truth; 
= | I found 


a. 
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| found that the cauſe might be 
jer gueſting me not equal to her it 


{riches, for Love is ſo great a friend 


of equality , that even in riches it 
deſireth it : But yet for all this, I 


{ yasnot affrighted with any Suſpiti- 
{oh, that this rejeting me was for 
ny want of handſomneſs, or of 


underſtanding 3 becauſe I knew 
already by experience that Love 


| ſands not upon that, if it be true 
| (asthe Philoſophers ſay) that Love 


þ a defire of beauty 3 The beau- 
ties and perfeCtions, . wherein this 
delire may be imployed, are as 
many as the very deſires and opt- 
nions themſelves 3 every one then 
clteems for beauty, not one certain 
form, reduced to certain perfecti- 
ons, but all ſuch as havea likeneſs 
with their own, or agree with their 
inclination : The Wiſe man eſteems 
the woman beautiful, that ſhall be 
Wiſe; The Fool accounts for very 
R 4 beau- 
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long Faces, others round 


than the hairs. 


opinion there is its beauty apart , 
and you ſhall have ſome fay , that 
Venus and Heller were but like 
Kitchin Wenches , nay and but 
very homely ones neither. 

It now grieved me for having 
declared my mind, fince my en- 
deavours were fruſtrated, and that 
by my confidence too z But 1 in the 
cnd I hit upon a plot, rather to 
ike tryal of my ſuſpition , than 
to purchaſe any Love by it; for 
although I was ſmitten, yet I did 
not doat on her : I Loved her, but 
was not enamoured of her; do 
es or one ” 7 Don 


beautiful, her. that ſhall be fi lent, | 
and commends : as a vijtue, . what is | 
but meer neceſlity 3 ſome praiſe | 
ones 2 | 
Then what c curious coloured Eyes? | 
what a delicate ſhaped Mouth? | 
For Hairs the opinions -are more | 
Finally , beauty |; 
1s wholly opinion, and for every | 


- 
j 


| 
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{yon not underſtand me? Why, I 
|nean, that to Love, and to be ſmit- 


| po not the ſame, as to be ena- 


moured,and to doat, for that may 
be either out of obſtinacy, or elſe 
for vengancez To doat on her, 
cannot be but meerly for kindneſs, 


{orwith good liking 3 now I being 


rexed at her \lights, abhorred her , 
2nd her Labyrinths, with a perfect 


| hatred, and me thought that if 
| then I could but make her my own, 


| would quit the Field, and leave 
the Conqueſt, without ſeizing the 
Spoils 5 and would ſay, It is ſuffi- 
cent T have the glory of being 
Conquerour. 

| therefore faigned my ſelf ſick, 
and began to complain of my 
Heart,crying out that I had a thou- 
land Vipers in it, and other ſuch 
Frenzical Speeches, which pain Is 
accuſtomed to ſuggeſt; and had 
ſtrajghtly commanded my Servants 
not 
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nct to let any body come in Wwhete | 
Thus for four dayes I' was | 
locked up in my Chamber, to put a { 
that. the ' 
whole Town already y rang of it; | 
at which ſome of my Friends came * 
tome, with theskilfulleſt Phyfitians | 


I lay. 


Colour to my Fraud, 


of the Court 5 who felt my Pulſe, 


ſaw my Urine, and with the relation | 
complaints and effettcd | 
Mellancholy » {ware my Sickneſs 


of ' my 


was mortal : This made all believe 
it, and I almolt believed'it too, al 
though I felt my ſelf well and 
ſound 3 for who could 6therwiſe 
chooſe but think it ſo when four 
men ſaid it, being the Portraifts of 
time, 1n their Age and Beards ? In 
ſuch fort did this fear ſeiſe'on me, 
that the day following, in ſtead of 
mine, I commanded them to ſhow 
the Dottors, my Pages water , the 
moſt cheerful lively Boy that was 
In all the Town; they beheld it, 
and 
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[nd ſhrvgging their ſhoulders, figh- 

ing forth CN out of their breaſts, 
lot their breath , they ſaid that 
[the Sickneſs went tyranizing over 
{the heart, and that it daily ſhewed 
Iitlelf a greater threatener 3 then I 
{fl into account, that it was not I 
[mho was weak, but they, who un- 
|&ſtood nomore of me then what 
[my Servants told th:m, of my 
| complaints, and greivous Sighings. 
When” 1 perceived that i was 
well ,- I proſecuted my Impoſture, 
Ghreiching that all the whole 
Street heard me, nay and my Wiſe 
Miſtreſs too, the cauſe of my roar- 
ings; who without any ſuſpition 
believed my weakneſs, yes and 
almoſt 'more than 1 wouid have 
perſwaded her; yet for all this, 
ſhe had not the Counrteſfte to ſend 
me a meflage to enquire how I did. 
See but what the inequality of the 
goods of Fortune could do 5 now 
when 
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faithfull friend, and the Scrivenor , : 
who being both come, I. left for | 
heir to near a hundred thouſand ! 
Duckets of freeGoods, my Miſtreſs, |yj 
Sefiora Dona Temeraria, putting in ! 
a clauſe at the end, of my own 
hand-writing (a thing which plea- * 


ſed the Scrivenor, although he was 


a Scrivenor) For the tender Love 


have born her , and for the Favour 
which ſhe hath done me, Giving a 
profound Sigh at the delivering of 
it to him, Maſter DoQor (faid my 
Friend to me, infinitly confuſed ) 
what Goods do you leave to fullfll 
this Teſtament ? Pray Sir, anſwered 
T, content your. ſelf till we think 
how to diſpoſe of thoſe Goods 
which remain : I have enough to 


acompliſh what I have bequeathed, 


n 
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nthis Inventory they are, that will 
ktisfy its Debts ; with this I gave 
im a large Catralogue of a vaſt 


Iarcel of rich Goods, which were 


mnough for my Teſtament : This 
ras an Aion that more quallified 
ne for a Fool, and even put me 


[vith every one into the opinton, 
{that I was a Mad-man. 


No ſooner was the Scrivenor 
"ne out of my Chamber , bur 
went to ask a reward for his good 
tydings,of my Heireſs; relating to 


[ berall my Will 3 and Counſelling 


ber that ſhe ſhould cauſe Maſles to 
be faid, that God would take me 
to Heaven ; not ſo much becauſe 
be ſhould rake me to*' Heaven , as 
that he might take me away. The 
Gentiewoman hearing this new ex 
cels of iny Love, immediately with- 


Out the leaſt Moments delay, took 
her Chair and Servants, and laying 
[| afde all conſideration of the ho- 
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nour of her Virginity, was brotght | 
fadly weeping to my Lodging ; and 
as if I had really been her Hul- 
band, came to my Bed ſide, began | 
to embrace me, and belſprinkle my | 
face with her tears, thinking my | 
Sickneſs was cauſed by her di{dains, | 
and that her favours would alfo uh 


{nd 


recover Me. 

Oh! Vain Women ! Who. 15 {6 
much a Fool as not to treat you as 
you treat us: I Sick? I Dye for 
Love? Are you in your - Wits ? 
Are you the deſcreet Lady ? We 
{hall ſee preſently ; I ſuffered her 
to uſe her tender expreſſions, let 
her cry and commit her Extrava- 
gancies , faigning my felt ſo near 
death as not to know her. Now 
there were met together 1n 
this room a great company of my 
Friends,and acquaintance ; and this 
ſeeming to me a good occaſion for 
my Revenge, throwing off the 
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Cloaths from the Bed with great 
inbleneſs, I leapt into the Floor , 
ady dreſt, and not a little gallant, 

ten ſeated my ſelf in a Chair, put- 
Ino them into no ſmall admiration, 
$"d ſazd thus : 

| Gentlemen, all this was no more 
bita meer Drollery, an Amorous 
ſatagem , I counterfited Love , 
jad 'rwas but Waggary; I was 
Ted up In Madr7d not in the For- 
reſts of Ar cada, and have learnt to 
braware of Miſchiefs , by other 
nes examples. This Lady, who 
br a thouſand Excellencies de- 
krves Veneration, was the Idol of 
nivez I loved her moſt cordially , 


[nd with no leſs reſpect , and cauſt- 


Mm; witha juſt end, and with a 
Ourteous and honourable intention: 
Now whilſt ſhe ſuppoſed I equal- 


[*d her in riches, ſhe almoft equal- 


&d me in correſpondence 3 but 
Fen ſhe underſtood that I came 
ſhort, 
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ſhort.ſhe took from me of her Love Þt 
ſuch a proportionable quantity I” | 
as I wanted of Eſtate. I reſented We 
this, and having always been curi- Þ* 
ous, and delighted to examin the [te 
reaſons of things 3 I had a mind to put 
know what they were, which had Jad 
frozen a Correſpondence ſo pure, j%9! 
and ſo well defended : To that end ' Lov 
I faigned a Sickneſs at my Heart , | 
yet have ever had it ſound, for (eng 
though I might ſometime have had |*" 
wounds in it, yet diſdains were a | 
balm which comforted and healed | 
them; think not then that there [#1 
can be any Love without corre- Mar 
ſpondence, for 'tis impoſſible. One |'lul 
Love calls another Love, one FOL 
liking chains with it another | ſt 
liking ; contempts only produce [4p 
contempts 3 it is natural for every ot V 
thing to beget its likeneſs. I was ot F 
pleaſed with her, but not in Love ; [9 
had ſome little Itchings after ber ; [8 

yt 
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but not enamoured with her : In 
Ioy Will, I confeſs, } left her my 
Hereſs, "but of Goods which I ne- 
lrer was owner of. No ſooner did 
{he perceive me liberal, and rich, 

Jut her love was re-kindled, w hich 
Jad lain hid amongſt her kindnefles, 
Donot ſuppoſe me fortunate in my 
loves, for I never wasſo : ſhe ne- 
ſer pityed me as being the Dottor 
[ſezxdo 3 - but as being rich , ſhe Ja- 
jnented me. . It was not I, " but my 
{lmndred thouſand Duckars that 
emoured her. My revenge might 
ave paſſed forwarder, and I have 
 |Marryed her, ſhe being rich, beau- 
iful, and diſcreet, but that revenge 
yould have been ſoundly to my 
coſt z no, I am not for a Wite that 
dipiſes me for the falſe ſhadows 

[of Wealth. You gave me the name 
of Fool for my exceſſive Love, but 
{you condemned me without hear- 
Ing me 3 Now judge what you 
pleaſe 
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pleaſe of it, ſince you have heard | : 


me. | 
I had ſcarce ſaid this, when the 


whole company burſt out into 
laughter, for till then, Admiration 


had kept them ſilent. The Farr | 


Tngrate was ſo aſhamed at this acci- 
dent, that without ſpeaking a word, 
covering her red buſhes with her 
black Vail,” ſhe in all haſt went her 


way. The Phyticians came pre- | 
ſently afterwards to ask- if I was | 


not yet expired 3 and ſeeing me 
well, ſware they would burn all 
their Books: But every one ap- 
 plauded the action for the. moſt 
pleaſant that they had ever ſeen, or 
heard os, 
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| b Don Felix, the Fool gives 


" | account of his Love with 


| Donna Dorothea ,, which 
1.. Wys the principal occaſion of 


1 this Diſcourf Co 


| [th this Converſation, the 

| Y V DodGor Ceindo diverted his 
ſadneſs; which Doz Felix 
liſtned to with great at- 
tention , being delighted. to hear 
the ingenuity of his Stories , and 
tewneſs of his Jets, And now that 
the Holy-days were paſled, it 
kemed an unjuſt thing that- Donna! 
Dorothea fhould be: cooped up 1n 
that reſtraint ,. which coſt her Pa- 
tents ſo many cares and tears. One 
$ 2 afters 
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afternoon therefore , finding him | 
in a better than ordinary humour, | 
and propoſing theſe inconvenien- * 
cies to him, ' he preſſed him, that | 
he would tell him the Centre to 
which his intentions were direCted. | 
But the Do@Gor, who with a fair | 
Wind was under Sail in his Hiſtory, | 
with the breath which Do#: Felix | 
had given him, by his ſilence and | 
applauſe, ſware not to fatisfy him | 
in any thing, until he ſhould have 


heard the reſt of the Story of his 


Life, which was but little, yet ne- 


ceſlary for the bringing forth the 
birth of :his' conceit , *that all his 
good haps befeli him. for being 2 
Fool, and all his :misfortunes for 
being a'Wiſe-man 5 his misfortunes 
C tis-true) were not many, becauſe 
his wiſe: actions were but few; but 
his good fortunes were many, be- 
eaule his follies were many, 


Don 


| 


_ 
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|. - Don Felix agreed to his propoſal, 
Jintreating him to be brief, in re- 
gard that the caſe held him in ſuſ- 
pence, and ſuſpence is the Martyr- 
| Jdom of the Underſtanding ;-the 
| JPoGor promiſed him, and;proceed- 
{ed thus. *Fortune now called at my 
1'Dore with a pleaſing countenance, 
 {ltſeeming to her that in me by my 
|'being a Fool, ſhe had ſuch a Mini- 


I'ſter of her Abſurdities, that ſhe 
[needed take no care where I was, 
\ {fbut might ſheath up all her croſſes 
'and troubles, at leaſt in the Pro- 
'vince where I ſhould be a fooliſh 
|*Judge 3 ſince I alone was ſufficient 
for the ſcourge of a whole Nation. 
'This blind Woman called to her 
remembrance, how well I obeyed 
{her being Terierte,or Deputy, when 
|Ibadly ſerved the King, and with 
this, her confidence reſted ſecure: 
for it ſeem'd ſhe more follicited 


'my advancement, than I my ſelf; 
S 3 © but 
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© but Heaven that hath» as many 


_ Eyes, ag: [Frars, to look: after the , 


© conſervation o& x the World ; fore- 


* ſeeing that it would remain idle, | 
*if | was permitted to be a Judge, | 


and man of -Power :t becauſe 1 
* ſhould: -not-have left a man alive, 
*on whom- it might iwploy from 


© thenceforward its motion and | 
© influence '; therefore prevent- | 


fed the danger, which was now 
© threatned ; and that too, with as 


* much prudence and generob ty, as | 


*as it 15 accuſtomed. 

"it happened then, that being 
©one day in a Bookſeller's Shop, 
Fncar Sarda Cruze,' I ſaw an old 
©Prieft dragg'd away to Priſon, witl 

* great feverity, and with the Algua- 
* 271 or Bailiff, that carryed him to 
_the LVicars Priſon, went an antient 


* man ,who filled the ſtreets with ls 


*c!amours; crying, It # no fu$tice, 


s P is 29 Taſtice , that this _ | be 
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[*/ffered amongit Chriſtians. I came 
]*running at the noiſe, and was ſcarce 


got tothem, when the Prieſt that 


{'was the Prifoner-,'. catching faſt 
hold of me, ſaid, 't#s he doubtleſs, 
|falthough he has a Beard, without 
1 queſtion tis he > When ſaw my 
| {elf embraced, and almoſt kiſt, by 
|*a Man whom as might be gueſſed 
[they were carrying to Priſon for 
| 'ome hainous offence , I thought 


(that he taxed me for an Accom- 


| plice init, at which I was ready 


to loſe my Wits, and began to 
'cry out,” 1 am not, (Tovow, ) for 
I'ma Son of very honest Parents, 
band would not have committed what 
* 30ut have done, for the whole World. 
* The revengeful old Man, he 
"that made the noiſe, asked me who 
was my Father 2 I much more en- 
flamed with anger, told him, m 

Father was a very good Chriſtian, 
*and ſo taught me to be, and was 
Es: S 4 as 
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* any thing that. was not very. holy 1 
* and very creditable : "They well } 
© know in Madrid who the: Licenti« [ 
* ate Don Diego Hernandez was, and | 
*if I haveany thing of goodneſs re- | 
*markable in me, it:1s the being his ! 
© Son ; I had ſcarce faid this, when 
"the ſame old Man reply'd ; He | 
* ſpeaks truth, 'tis He, doubtleſs 'tis | 
*He; and coming to mecembraced | 
* me very {traightly :I that was ſtill | 
*1n my falſe ſuſpicions. and believed | ha 
* that they meant to apprehend me, {*n 
© and that that was to hold me faſt, I *| 
* ancl not to embrace me 3: began to | ft! 
*exclaim, ſaying, 7'le take my Oath | *a 
© tis a falſe Teſtimony, for I'm an ho- | *n 
* zeſt Man 5 at which the old Man | *þ 
*that held me, . brake out. into a | *c 
* laughter, ſaying 3 by this out-cry | *} 
*T ſhould have known him amongſt | *c 
*..Quire of Singing-Men, for fuch | * 
T . * fooliſh 
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*fooliſh clamours could only come 
from Pedro Hernandez, Why Ne- 
Tphew (faid the Prieſt) leave off 
{your noiſe , and take notice that 
{this Gentleman 1s the Executor 
of your Father, who dyed Judge 
I'of the Cortratacion of Sevil, and 
{'comes to ſeek you out, to fulfil his 
{aſt Will, and becauſe I gave him 
|'not a good account of your Per- 
| ]'fon, they were carrying me to 
| | Goal. 

| { *©I beggd pardon for my furpri- 
 {al, and after they had embraced 
'me once more, we went to their 
lodging together, ſending away 
'the Bazliff 5 where being come, 
| *and all quiet, the good Gentle- 
*man related to me, how that my 
'Father, through the deſire he had 
* of ſeeing Spair, and dying where 
*he was born ; had ſued for, and 
* obtained a place in the Contrata- 
"cion of Ser:il; to which end, ha- 
* ving 
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*ving embarqued himſelf, and out i” 


©rgSet, that in his return home- |'b 
* ward, my Mother had dyed, .and * 


che fell o of lo violent a:diſcaſe, 
© as that in three days afterlus land- 


©ihg at Sevsl, he alſo ended his life, | 


< leaving me+in his Will ,; the one 
© half of his Eſtate; the other being 


©to be divided betwixt his other 
* two Sons, which he had had inthe : 


© Tudies. 


<] ſhewed the reſentment due | 
*forſogreat a loſs, and gave Signs | 
*of more than I really had : By | 


© which I perceived, that when we 
<lament ſome dead perſon, we do 
©not grieve for the evil that hath 
* befallen him; for it he go to Hea- 
*yen, he hath had none befallen 


< him at all; and if to Hell, neither | 


£ doth he deſerve to be Jamented 
f for,{ince he hath what he deſerves; 
* nor yet it he goes to Purgatory, 


_- &1n regard he hath hopes of Gio 
exits] 
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ries we do not then bewail him, 
{but our wart of him , and if-we 
''want him not, we never bewall 
|'him, RE os 
] ©T, now ſeeing that at his death, 

he left me well provided for, was 
'not much affected , but yet re- 
] *mained ſad; confidering that a man 
| begins to die, when his Farher, 
| *his Mother , or bis Brother dies ; 
| they comforted me with diſcreet 
| *Arguments, but for the comforts 
| *of an Orphan, there are none ſo 
'efticacious as Philippys Hiſpaniarumnt 
' | *Kex ſtamped on the dead mans 
*Caſh, which he leaves, 

© Afterwards, when the Gentle- 

*man ſaw me ſomewhat comforted, 
*he took out the Will , which he 
(kept in a Cabinet, and paſſing 
* over ſome Clauſes, he read to me 
*one which faid thus : 
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And 
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"Ynandez mySor is 4 Ignorant, \ni 

a Fool, an Ideot, and incapable.of any | 
Art, Imployment, or Trade, whereby 
to: mantain himſelf, and live hand- \to 
fomely in the Worlds I make provi- | ni 
fron for him before his Brethren, a- | ful 
forefaid, bequeathing him the one balf IR 
of tty Goods + And I will and require | it 
that one half of my Eſtate .be given | di 
him, and ſettled for a perpetual In- |F: 
 beritance, to paſs to the Ideots, and | \e 
Fools, which ſhall deſcend from my | 
faid Son, and not to the eldeſt by any | 
means, unleſs he ſhall be a Fool, and | *© 
uncapable ; In conſideration that he | *| 
hath a better Inheritance, more hap- | *t 
pie and more durable, to whom Hea- (1 
ven bath given Wiſdom , and Parts, 
to maintain himſelf, and raiſe him | © 
an Eſtate. And whereas my two Sons | © 
aforeſaid Diego and Ferdinando, | * 
are perſons able and ſufficient to gain | *| 
| rmch 


An foraſunch as Pedro Her-| 
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{much Wealth ;, 1 deſire, ' and it is my 
Wilt, : that they content themſelves 
Ivith their proportions. 


This Sir, | had a mind to read 


| to you, (added he then) that you 
]night' be comforted; no leſs han 
{full Four Thoufand Duckats a year 
{Rent, are thoſe; whnch for an Inhe- 
| ritance fall to your.ſhare, all well 


! | diſpoſed in good oxder 3 for your 


| Father ' ( who now 18 in Heaven ) 
| kttled- his Eſtate with much: pru- 
| dence. ITE 


*Here you feeme Heir to Four 
Thouſand Duckats a year, only 
'by-being a Fool; Do you think 
'this was an indifferent action. of 
'my Father ? Be not fo ignorant, 


| 'for how could he commit Follies 


"who was a Judge? what 1s more 
Juſt, than to ſuccour them who 
*cannot ſuccour themſelves? to 
'leave Wealth to thoſe who know 
© not 
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© not how to gainit 2, To me, Iam 
© ſure, that Clauſe ſeemed the moſt 
*;uſt, prudent, .and holy that ever 


*was made. The Executor and - 


© my Unkle having inſtructed me in 
Fall things concerning my Eſtate, 
© and the means: which I ſhould-uſe 
* to receive my Rents; afterwards 
© the one returned to-Sev7/, andthe 
© other to alan: or i 
© Then ſeeing my ſelf Maſter of 
© Four Thouſand: Duckats a year , 
<1 fold all my Law-Books, and 
*{ware never more to follow anyIm- 
© ployment relating to that Facultic 
*whiiſt'I Iivd. Now you: are to 
* know, that among all my Glories, 
© the-greateſt which I ever deſired, 
* was t0 be eſteemed by all ſorts of 
* People 3 andthis ſprang frorh:the 
*great eſteem I always had of my 
© ſelf. The reaſon whereforelI call 
*{t, the greateſt of my Glories, to 
*beeſteemed ;. 1s, becaule eſtima- 
© tion 


| 
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Ftion or love, as it is founded on 
{meritorious parts, 1s a Sign, that 
the Man who is eſteemed or be- 


Floved, hath eminent ones. Rich 


[and great Men cannot make this 
I'tryal, becauſe a rich: Man may be 
eſteemed for his Riches, but not 
\'for-his:Perſon, and natural endow- 
|'ments 3 Love may entertain it felf 
|'with his Gallantry, Ornament, and 
[Power ;' which: being: ſo ſplendid 
'andbeautifu], beget more eſteem, 
and Jove, thantheir Maſter, who 
'rerchance 1s a dull Coxcomb, and 
and: of no farts.” - Amonglt great 
'Men there 1s the. ſame dangers, be- 
cauſe the reſpe& which all pay 
' them, rather ſeems a tribute: of 
"their fear, than of their love,which 
"never was tributary to any.. 
© encountred: both theſe dan- 
*pgers, -and was wuch troubled to 
"think, that being a Judge, or. be- 
'ing a rich Man, I knew not whe- 
© ther 
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©ther-or no I had any true friends, 
©or that I had only forced: ones; I 
© feared I ſhould live 1n a perpetual] 
*errour with my ſelf in reſpect of 
falſe friendſhips, wherein great 
*Men are loſt, know nothing but 
© flatteries and addulations. Sol 
* withdrew my hand from my pre- 
©tentions at Court, and laid it upon 
© my Eſtate, concealing it with ſo 
*oreat artifice, -that no body. but 
*you, thinks I am any more than a 
* poor Do#or : On this manner] 
* enjoy all the Priviledges of Pover- 
*tie and goods of Riches, without 
* taſting the bitterneſs of the one, 
*orof the other : If at any timel 
*fuccour the neceffitie of ſome 
friend , as I have not the opi- 
*nion of one that hath much to 
* ſpare, *tis entertained with more 
* gratitude 3 If I give any thing, it 
* ſeems more than what it is, my 
*low Fortune being conſidered. 


There | 


| 
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|'There is no cunning Thief meddles 
with me 3 at the report of my 
Fnot having means enough for my 
fklf; no Woman defires me for 

fa Husband , although ſhe may 

{wiſh I was her gallant, thinking 

{[ have not an eſtate ſufficient, to 

{keep her a Coach theſe and other 
{conventencles I enjoy, by conceal- 

ing my Eſtate. — 

'Tkeep two Servants cf my own 

|* Humour , faithfu!, and ingenious; 

'| have the Houſe that you ſee 
adorned with Pictures, and Books, 

'mhich flatter my Goulſt 3 no one 

*hath yet ſeen It, I permit not 

any body to go into this inner 

Room. 

*In midſt of this good fortune , 

'Ifell in Love with Dona Dorotea 

fone morning , being St. Johr's 

'Day, as ſhe was walking like a 
'Nimph, on the Banks of the *7: xv 
'* Manzarares, to attront the Suns [1% 
T Rayes, Madrid. 
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* Rayes, with hers ; and having her 
* Hair diſheveld, playing with the 
*oentle Winds , I ſaw her near the 
© Park, and ſtraitwaites ſwear ſhe 
* was going a hunting, and her Eyes 


* did not belyeit , fince they made | 
*me their prey : What need | 
* Bowes and Muskets? if there be | 
*Wounding Eyes ; What need mil- | 


f litary preparations ? if there be 
* Beautious Eyes 5 ſuch were hers, 
*and they were doubly valiant, 
* in regard they kill'd, and kill'd at 
* at ſmall expence of their forces; 
* her glaunces were ſufficient for 
* any deſtruction. 

*The time of the Morning, 
* which now had raiſed Vers a- 
* bove the Horizon, ſeemed pro- 
* per for Courtſhip, and opportune 
* for the admiting of Lovers amo- 
* rous Careſles; I took Courage, 
* ſpake to her in that wanton Stile, 
* which the babes of. her Eyes 
prompted 
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[prompted me to; I found, I know 
not what welcome reception in 
'them, which aſſured my hope ; 
'T followed her, learnt her Houſe, 
'the quality of her Parents, and 
I'all other Circumſtances 3 yet 
1*thought it not convenient to 
]* Court her in Publick, my Age and 
profeſſion requiring the contrary ; 
*but found out a trick, how to vi- 
|*lit her by night 3 for She, and her 
' Mother, were great freinds of a 
'Lady of my kindred, and by this 


i 


EEE I 


{means I eaſily had acceſs to them 3 


'o that that paſſed for courteſie 
"which really was love. 

* Six Months are now expired , 
'fince I have wreſtled with her 
* diſdains, and that with ſo much 
* caution, as not only my Rivals, 
*but even ſhe her ſelf, knows not 
*how far the empire of Love 1s ex- 
"tended over me, I was feartul 


|* of incurring the like hazzard as 
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<] did with my diſcreet chaſtized 


© Miſireſs, who becauſe I declared 
© my ſelf briefly to her , 
© though cunningly, ſhe, from her 
© orace and favour which before 
< ] enjoyed, utterly caſt me off, and 
© forfook me; as ſhe did in the e- 
© vent her own credit and honour, I 
© therefore ſpake to this, Lovingly, 
© but with ſo many ſeveral faces, 
*every ſentence; that it ſhe had 
*a mind, it ſhould appear Court- 
« ſhip, ſhe might make 1t appear 
© Courtſhip ; it courteſie,courtelie; 
<©if Love, Love. 
* One Chrii7mras night I came to 
© her Houle, at a time when ſhe and 
© her Mother, were getting into a 


* Coach; I ſeeing them ready to 


* go forward, would nout ſpeak to 
© them, but ſ{tept up into the Coach- 
© box,and the Coachman getting up 
"on one of his Horſes as it 1s 
* ulua], left me his place, ſuppoſing 


me | 
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'meto be the Gentleman-uſher of 
'thoſe Ladies ; TI laid my ear to the 
\window of the Coach whilſt we 
'were going towards the Carmelites 
*Church, and heard this diſcourſe : 


1f'Why hath not (ſaid the Mother) 
|*this Fooliſh Do&or been here to 


*night 2 but he 1s elſewhere play- 
'ing the Wiſe man, T le lay my life 


[*on't : What a tireſome Coxcomb 


"he is? Is it poſhble any one 
ſhould think to overcome us by 
"meer Arguments, as he does? 
'We are Women, not concluſions, 
"Indeed (faid Dora Dorotea) he 
'is of a pleaſant humour z I am 
"confident he is now making 
"Chriſtmas Carols for ſome Zealous 


( « « 
| Nunn of his Acquaintance , for 


"it is not poſſible, but ſuch a ta]ka- 
"tive man muſt needs be a Devoto 
"of the Nunns. What a confident 
"Fool is he of his whimſies ? he 


Cy *qQ+ . | . 
believes that with every conceit 


#3 he 
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© he ſubdues a heart : Tis a won- 


< der to me; to think that in fo 


© much Schollarſhip, ſhould be 
© couched ſo much Folly 3 Then 
© how does he bedrivel his 
© Chops at every word 3 God de- 
<liver me from fo :Flegmatick a 
© Fellow ; For my part I am per- 
© {waded, he expects at every ſen- 
© tence , the Auditors in his ap- 
© plauſe, ſhould anſwer with an 
* Amen. Has this man Meat to his 
*Mouth ? reply'd the Mother, 
© ſurely if he had any thing to keep 
*his Teeth in imployment , he 
* would not be ſo vain : 'Tis meer 
© hunger forces him to this. 
*Nay there 15 nothing in the 
*World, ſaid Doza Dorotea , like 
©the hearing him pave my Head 
©and Face,with all kinds of Stones; 
'© The other day I kept account, 
*and found that I had by his 
*reckoning in my Eyes, Checks, 
Lips, 
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|'Lips, and Hair, above a Hun- 


'dred pretious Jewels. I aſſure you 
( ſaid the Mother at that, in a 
'oreat laughter ) he courts thee for 
'Marriage, what fine folly is this ? 

'He 1s wondrous wile , certainly 
'he knows not that the Licertzate 
'Campuzano, has fewer words and 


|*more deeds; Come come, that 


* man 1s tollerable 3 who though 
'*hebe but a conceited Afle, yet 


*heis rich, and hath what we have 


"need of; In good truth I reſolve 
«to tell him my mind , ſince he hath 
*told me his, and we will ſtrike up 
*amatch with him, out of hand 3 
'theſe matters admit of no delay z 
for men there are, who in the 
* morning will be mad for Love,and 
after dinner more hard-hearted 
*then Pharoah; to morrow hel 
*come to give us the good Chriſt- 

*#as, and In good carneſt we will 


| © take It, and will make up the 


#4 Match ; 
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© Match 3 for thou art now grown | 


© 1 Woman, and it is a ſhame thou 
© ſhouldft be without a Husband, 

© At this, we came to the Church 
* where they went in to Mattins , 
© but Lin the dark,ſtaid at the door, 
© Muffled up with my Cloak , and 
*in a brown ſtuddy , finding my 
© ſelf more touched at her ſcorns, 
*then enamoured of her beauty, 
© therefore projected my revenge , 
"and thus it was: When they 
* came forth ; the Coach-man was 
* not there, for he was gone to the 


C Hermitage of IS. Martin hard by #3 


* to clear his Throat with a glafs 
* of Wine. Pedro, faid they, bring 
*the Coach forward ; I got up 
* into the Coach-mans place , and 


© brought the Coach for them to |} 


* come 1n, they entred and drew the 
* Curtains, for it was now paſt two 
* of the Clock, and they feared the 
* ſharpneſs of the Air; I drave 
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'and ſpite , and leaned back my 


1*ear to have drank in more unde- 
|*ceivings, but they ſpake not a 
| 'word,for they were both nodding. 


© Seeing them in this caſe, inſtead 
'of carrying them to their own 
'Houſe; I brought them to mine , 


| *by the back dore , which in re- 
| *oard it is on the right hand of 


*this Street, and ſeems in the Porch 
* ſomewhat like theirs 3 beſides 
* what might a little excuſe them , 
*'drowfineſs alſo deceived them ; 
*{o they alighted, came 1n, and I 
* preſently ſent away their Coach , 
*by one of my Servants, with 
* command to leave it at the dore 
* of their houſe; and after that 


*the other had carried aſide Dona. 


* Dorotea into a Private Room , 
*by her ſelf, made handſome 
*for her ; the Mother was ſent 
* home in a Chair, in the very 
lame 


28x - 
1* on the Coach, being full of rage 
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fame manner as the Licentiate |* 
© Campuzano related to us here: 
Since when , you have heard, |* 
© and ſeen, all that which hath-hap- J* 
© pened in this Room 3 Particularly |* 
© the ſecond day of Chriſtmas, you |* 
*knew the State of the fears of |* 
© Doiua Dorotea, and of her Parents, | 
*I know all that already, ſaid Don |' 
© Felix, and therefore admire you |' 
© have ſolittle regard to what is due | 
*to the quality of thisGentlewoman, | ' 
© that you ſo endanger her honour | 
© and credit, by a way, from which | 
© youdraw ſo little profit. If ſhe 
© ſhall get any blemiſhes in her re- 
© putation, ſaid the Do@or, and not 
* deſerve them , let it be at my 
*colt : I will ſalve them up by 
* Marrying her 3 but if ſhe merit 
* them, how am I faulty > This is 
* Revenge, not 11] uſage ; Defence, 
© not injury. 
* What do you mean to do with | 
her, 
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* her, (ſaid Doz Felix) that you 
are become ſuch a Taztalxs , with 
your temptations before your 


|*eyes? Iam in Labour (anſwered 
{*the DoGor) with a Thouſand 
' thoughts 3 God direct me for the 


'beſt.' 1, my Friend, am a Modern 
* Philoſopher, and that you may not 
think it ſtrange, you muſt know , 
*that what the Antient Impoſtors 
*called Philoſophy, the Severe Ca- 
*fiillians call Sloathfulneſs. Now 
*lam of this Sect, and ever have 
'an Eye to my quiet and eaſe; 
'At all times when my nature 1n- 
*clines me to any entertainment , 
'before I yield my ſelf for con- 
*quered; I make this compact 
*with it, and fay toit , Take care 
"that I may be Maſter in my de- 
*l1ghts, and that you give me plea- 
* ſure, without Counterpoiz : Ma- 
*trimony "tis true, 15 a holy thirg , 


* but more holy is Matyrdome, and 


ends 
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*ends the Life ; ſeeing then this 
{ſweet attended with ſo much' bit. 
© terneſs, I made a halt, drew forth 
© my feet, and told my nature, 'twas 
* not this I ſought for 5 and yet 
©T am not ſo free, but that I feel 
© ſome Reluctancies in my heart, 
© which ſuffers me not to go into 
© Port. 


*I could willingly thruſt my ſelf 


* into holy Matrimony, being thus 
* pricked forward with Love, as 
*Tam ,; if I might find in Doi 
* Dorotea, any ſpark of that glory, 
* which we call correſpondence, 
© which could we but be ſure of, 
*I hold it for undenyable that Mar- 
* riage would be the moſt pleas 
* ant and happy ſtate of Mor- 


© tals. 


* This is my Calm, this is my. 


* ſuſpence 3 for proof of this, [ 
*ipend all my diſcourſe 3 and for 
* this reaſon, I keep the Delinquent 
Priſo- 
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man; and it may be too, youl 
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* Priſoner , untill ſhe ſhall have 
* ſtood the tryal of her Offence , 
*which 1s great 3 for for her to en- 


| amour with ingratitude, 1s a 
| *crime of Fallity, which is commit- 
{ fted , by adulterating the Seals of 
| * Love, ſince nothing can enamour 
| *without Love; and ſhe hath 


* enamoured me, counterfeiting 
* Love, 

Give me leave, ſaid Doz Felix, 
if you pleaſe, by the ancient 
Friendſhip which we profeſs, that 
[may call Foolery what you have 
til'd Philoſophy , and may prove, 
that this, which you eſteemed 
diſcretion, and have taken ſo much 
pains to expreſs, is a moſt abſurd 
Folly; For what Excellency, I 
beſeech you, in your perſon can 


| you pretend, that this Lady ſhould 


bear you Love? you'l fay, be- 
cauſe you are an underſtanding 


ſay 
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ſay a Gallant. But Tet us ſtop _ 
upon the firſt :: Either ſhe is Wiſe, | 
or elſe ſhe is Fooliſh 3 if Fooliſh, | 
ſhe's blameleſs, becauſe ſhe is ] 


uncapable of making a good 


Election; or you are not her | 
like, fince you are diſcreet 3 if | 


ſhe be Wiſe , without doubt, ſhe 


will not affect youz becauſe 


ſhe will confider , you have the 


repute of being a Poor man, or |. 


becauſe it 1s the misfortune of the 
Wiſe , to be alwayes envyed of 
the Wiſe. Have you not obſerved 
that men of Excellent parts, have 
never been admired by others of 
Excellent parts; becauſe every 
one would have the glory to him- 
ſelf, not ſome ſhare of glory, but 
the grand title of Prime, Excellent 
and Oaly ; befides we never deſire 
what we poſſeſs; if this Gentle- 
woman be diſcreet , why ſhould 


ſhe deſire a diſcreet Husband. 
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If you were a Fool, and ſhould 
not ſpeak a word to her, but what 
was 1n commendation of her rare 
quallifications, and endowments z 
he would have reaſon to eſteem 


Jyou : For what Preacher js there 
Jvho hath not a greater kindneſs 
{for that Fellow-brother , who fits 


leeping the one half of the Ser- 


{mon while, and: the other half 
| [uddying Complements to applaud 


t: Then for ſome great Maſter , 
mho carries away from him both 
the glory , and Auditory, Yet 
this baſeneſs the moſt wiſe men 
lave, that they know not how to 
make way for their own praile 3 
unleſs they trample upon the heads 
of othersz they cannot paſs for- 
ward, without ſtumbling on him 
that goes before. 

Your good countenance (for 
certain) could not enamour her 
becauſe hers is ſomething benny 

an 
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and hath leſs beard. This you 
muſt conſider, if any thing can 
make her in Love , it will be the 
ſeeing ſome Excellent thing in you , 
which ſhe hath not. and ſhe a mind 
to have it; for all defires are fo 
conceived : But you have beenſfo 
great a Coxcomb, that having four 
thouſand Duckats a year (which 
might make Four thouſand Maids 
fall in Love with you, becauſe 'tis 
a beautiful thing, and what every 
one has not.) you not only, have 
not boaſted of them , but have 
rather concealed them, Of what 
then do you complain 2 - Stu- 
dy how to make her in Love with 
you , and fly not from one concelt 
to another, for ſo you will be ac- 
counted but a Mad-man. 

You ſay ſomewhat (ſaid the 


<——_ very gravely) you ſay ſome- 


at; this conceit hath not ſeem- 


ed 111 to me; for 'tis new, —_ 
an 
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and diſcreet. Be confident, you 
|tave ſpoken a thing, that were 
you 2 Stranger , would quallify 
[you for a moſt incomparable man, 
| am conſidering on It, and at 


% 


[every inſtant, it ſeems better and 
[better 5 I ay, 'tis very well ſpo- 
ſkenz with great reaſon certainly 


jou are my Friend 3 For there 
ought to be a Sympathy i in Wits, 
| now yield my ſelf conquered , 
nd confeſs I have been a F ool ; 
and from this Moment, reſolve to 
declare my. mind fully to Doi x 
Dirotea, and to muſter up all theſe 
advantages , , Wherewith of force , 
[| muſt make her in Love with 
ne. 

But becauſe this Yoak of Mar- 


rage, is wont to endure all ones 


[Life , I would be glad to build on 
(ure orounds : > FT will examine this 
[Centlewoman before hand , to 
know if 24adrid hath not infoſed 
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its Follies into her 3 for I have 
heard, (of I know not what Phi- 
loſopher ) that the Earth hath alſo 
its Influencies 3 the rough, breeds 
rough 11} natured perſons; the 
ſmooth and pleaſant, thoſe that are 
milde and pleafing : And Madrid as 
it is a plainCountry,promiſes a plain 
Faſte diſpoſition, which gives me 
ſome ſmall encouragement. That 
T will allow you todo, with all my 
heart, ſaid Doz Felix, and leaving 
him now leſs heretical in his Opi- 
nions , he took his leave for that 
time, offering, with earneſtneſs his 
Aſliſtance, tro the performing of 
that enterprize. 
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iT CHAP. VI. 


The Door makes tryal of 
| the Conftancy of Dorotea. 
| 


| 0z Felix , ſeeing he began 
[) to get the upper hand of 
| the DoG&or , by force of 

Arguments ; aſlumed freſh 
Vigour and Courage, to proſecute 
his Conqueſt 3 and one day de- 
termined to ſpeak boldly to him , 
taking confidence , from his Victo- 
ry in the paſt encounters. He 
went then, carrying in his head 
his deſign, how to leave him redu= 
ced ; and found the Do@Gor, with 
11ittle Book in his Hand, and with 


his Eyes fixt on the Joylts of the 


| 


Room, ſodiverted , that he never 


| 
| 


T2 {aw 
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faw his Friend enter, nor regarded 
- his courteſie,but was ſpeaking aloud 

theſe frenzical words : 
Not without cauſe, Oh great 
Son of YVerys ; Generous Heroe ! 
The moſt Eloquent, the moſt High, 
the moſt Polite , and moſt Exqui- 
fite of all the Poets, celebrated 
thee ; Not without cauſe , thou 
meriteſt the Pen of that Swan, 
whoſe Song 1s no conjecture, nor 
preſage of Death, but an aſlurance | 
of Life; which kills not, but ra- 
ther Immortalizeth. This ſame 
1s an exploit ! This is a-Vidory ! 
This 1s a Tryumph! I mean not, 
to bavetrod with a Scornful Foot, 
on the daring flames of that fire, 
which did not pardon the very 
braſs; Not to have eſcaped the 
devouring Jaws of Scyllaand Cha- 
ribdis ; Not the going. down to 
the Dark Ifland , the Kingdom of | 
Miſeries; . Not 1o Jull afleep the | 
Dog : 


_ m— —_——Y __ = cm. As 


| 
| orphexs went down to.Hell , and 
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Dog of - Hell, to- entertain, and 
gy with.its furies, and to affright 
ts Guards 3 Not tg. have vanqui- 
ſhed ſo many Armles., and in a 
| ſrangei: Country. _-In_ all theſe 
tions he had competitozs: Ulyſſes 
eſcaped, the Dangers .of the Sea 
with fewer Mariners : Hercules ayd 


' both without the help of witch- 
craft , or , induſtry, ,of Sybil : 
Alexander made the moſt remote 


Kingdomes his own, by force of 
Armes : But to fly from a lovely, 
and amorous Woman, who with 
her Beauty, 'and her, charms ; layes 
as1t werean Impregnable Scige of 
Diamonds 3 --none [hath done it , 

but thou, O Valiant, Zres: | Thou 
alone.,-,thou. alone, ; delexveſt- the 


| Sownding. Monumept., the Sweet 


Pyramid, the Numerous Eternity. , 
of the Incomparable, Virgil, Oh 
that I might j imitate-thee ! Oh that 

F 2 I 
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I might give"gccaſion--to- tha Spe« 
iſh Wits'! th&with equdlidefire.; 
if with lefs-fortune, they: might” 
from rithe to time, from generation 
to generation , declare” this: my 
Valour: to -'p6ſterity 3+ yet: there 
ſhall arr Age *come, ' where my | 
Story ſhall ſerve for: terrour, and | 
admirarion'; 'the Aged Father, 


animate hirh by my Exafnple-to-de> 
ſpiſe Love: The lage Hiſtorianſhall | 
write it amorſpſt the matvails "of | 
this Age, af&hall put vpþlauſennd 
remark ih che Maryent: With plo- 
Tous attributes; to lo high a work. 
But whetHef 0 1-2 the Heavens 
F:fear, willibt deliver meto the 
upemory omen, - with ſo' nach 
-3&vani E >to*be applimided and 
| mate. For my - bf: I thall | 
certainly Inevrrthe hazzafdl of © be- 
ol accouhted a Fool,if! future 


_Hoes': They will call Duttne(s in | 
Me, | 


| 
| 
| 


ſhall rel] it © ts hair-bramidSon.to | 
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ne, what in A#eas appeared to be 
greatneſs of Courage 3. and yet, 
that isnot what Ambition ſuggeſts 
tome. ' Etro: 

| But pardon, great Poet, for now 
| underſtand thee ;: Now I know 
that in. the cloſets of thy imagt- 


o 


} 


mation,thou called'{t his determina- 


tions Follies's It was a' Dexterity 


'o thy Battery, that undertook 'to 


lay heaps of precious Stones at 


tis Feet, who deſerved to .be ſto- 
td ; thou flattered'ſt Azgnſizs at 


that time, making him believe it 
was a glorious thing, to be recko-+ 
ned in the Rank of :his Predeceſ- 
ors 3 . herein was a Maſterpeice 
allo of thy Wit ; it was the Gallan- 
try of thy Elaquence , with falſe 


| colours to extoll naked Trunks , 
barren deſarts. 


And yet Clandian pleaſes me 
better, being a lefs flattercr and 


more free; he introduces Plato, 
V 4 WHO 
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who in the: midſt of his blind 
Empire, asks a Wife of Jupi- 
ter, with 'the 1ntreaties of a Bro- 
. ther; and forgetful of the ine- 
quality between his Kingdome, 
and thoſe of the other gods ; he 
13 onely envious, he 1s onely angry, 
at the advantage they have of him, 
in having Wives : This he requeſts 
as in recompenle of his troubles ; 
With this he thinks , he needs not 
envy the Sea, nor Heaven, the 
Kingdoms of his brothers. What 
Heaven, like a Woman ,-beautital, 
diſcreet and pleaſing 2 Here the 
Eyes , portray the' Stars-3! Here 
the Hair, reſembles the Light dif- 
fuſed abroad; The ſweet Voice 
imitates the Charms of ' their Mo- 
tion 3 and all the whole appear- 
ance , 1l]uſtrated by a courtious 
pleaſingneſs , is the Picture of 
the whole Heaven, when moſt 
SETENE, 


D Iu 
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Don Felix had ſcarcely heard 


him finiſh this ' rapture, when, 


| hughing heartily, he came to the 
' enamoured DoRtor, and taking him 


by the hand, ſaid : This is what L 


| ay, this is my Theam , pray let us 
' underſtand one another better 3 


You are in haſt to come to your 
deſired ends betimes , yet feek 
ways to go about to them, Make 


 anend, Sir, why do you deſtroy 


your ſelf, with your concetts ? 
You might have learnt experience 
from the evil, which threatens you, 
for being Wile; ſince you have 
never been fo by neglect in all your 
life, which has not left you a 
puniſhment for it. 

'Tis not long ( replyed the 
Do@or) lince I was big with this 
thought, and curſed my Fortune, 
for bringing my Judgment to this 
eſtate of Perfection : for I aflure 
you, TI paſs my ſolitary hours, the 

moſt 
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moſt troubleſomely, with.this my 


Judgment,fince it is become Do@or, 
as'can be imagined ; for havibg it 
ſo hvely, ſo ſwift, and. ſo.clear ; 
nothing can be concealed from it, 
ie. comprehends and penetrates all 
things. The caſe ſtands fo. with 
me, that I ſhould do much Inqultice 
to my Jove, if I ſhould thiok. to 
ayail my ſelf by:diſcourle, I confeſs 
it poſte{leth me wholly , inſoruch 
that it leaves no place for Reaſon, 
wherein to -employ. it ſelf You 
who are free from my paſſions tell 
me, not as a Friend, but as a Law- 
giver, your Judgment in this; and 
Juppoie you -are taking in your 
hands, a little fofe Wax plyable 
and diſpoſed to recejve any im- 
Þteſſion or form; for ? can-promiſe 
you no ſmal] hopes of my cure, 
lince at leaſt it 1s prudence to con- 
feſs, that I my felf have none, and 
obediently to ask it of you. 

Dor 


ns ah teas 
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Doz Felix taking hold of the li- 
berty that was given him. There 
is onely one tryall ( ſaid he) of 
Doza. Doprotca to be made , which 


may give you any -txouble 3. and 
that is toknow if {hebe fickle , or 
conſkant, Let this be the trick 5 
ſhe thinks already, ſhe 18 in lome 
Noble-mans houſe, ,You way feign 
yourſelf to be the German Am- 


baſ/ador; and invite all your friends 
to-:Dinner; ordering them . that 


| they came. cloathed like Emba{la- 


dors of ſeveral. Nations, as: of 
Englaizd;: of Frence, of Savoy, of 


| Venice, and of : Perſia; you may 


make::them a ſplendid Banquets 


and-letit bein.azplate,, wherg ſhe 
-may peep and ſcÞ:it a}l, and believe 


it to. be real.z this [þerng: done, Jet 
mealone to.tempther as for the 


reſt, itheefied will ſhow. 


The: Dodor embraced him'-for 


this: Plot ,and ſo well approved 08 


"=. 
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it, thathe faid, By the Life of 


the Emperour, this is what I could 
have wiſht for; and gave him in 
charge to invite the Gueſts, and 
-provide thefn with Cloaths ,- at 
Jome Stage-players. Dor. Felix 
did'fo, and the next day, Eight 
merry Blades, met together in a 
Room, which was richly dreiled 
"up , where they all fat down at 
the Table in-great State, to an 
[excellent entertainment 3 and 1t 
Wwa$pleaſant to ſee how well their 
diſguiſe became them. - 
+ It} an Inner Room ſtqod-.Pova 
Dyrotea at bo-peep, accompanyed 
Þy#/iDor Felix, . the counterfeit 
eward of 'the 'German; Emballa- 
Qdor's ſhe was aſtoniſhed -and: al- 
moſt: :diſtratted- to ſee her ſelf in 
that: marvellous: {lavery., - which 
Don Felix perceiving, faid,;:'Tis now 
higli time, Madam, that yowſhould 
know the end which your admira- 
tion may expect, ; Arnaldo 


—_ eee nn rr i OOO SET TIO IO a 


The Fortunate Fool. 9go1 


Arnaldo Boni my Lord Ambaſla- 
dor of Germany, fell paſſionately 


'1n Love with your Beauty, one 
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day when by chance he ſaw you”, 
deſtroying the Gallants of the 
Prado with it 3 and being ſtraight- 
ned betwixt his deſires, and: the 
Extraordinary Majeſty of his Of- 
tice , that would not permit him 


| at your Houſe, to wait on you, and 


court you , in obedience to his 
great Love; he determined by 
means of Servants.-and his Friends 
to ſteal you away 3 which he did 


' as you know too well, it havin 


lince coſt you many a ſad Tear ; 
yet would he not force your will , 
for it is noglory, among ſuch great 
Princes, to uſe violence in Love : 
Therefore above all his Ambitions 
he deſires you will account him 
for yours, and among(t other pled- 
ges which he gives youas a Teſtt- 


| mony of his Love, he delivers you 


the 
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che-excellent furniture, which you 


ſee adorns kis houſe ; and promi- © 


fes to make you fo rich that you 
ſhall be coveted in Marriage, by 
more then a few Gallants 5 you 
are diſcreet and cannot chooſe bur 
ſee, that in gaining ſo much, there's 
nothing loſt. 

It ſeemed Doz Felix infuſed 
ſhame inat her Ears, not words, 
by that which filled all her Faces 
but after it had given her leiſure 
in her breaſt, to ſend forth her 
breath at her Mouth ; with many 
Arguments intermixed with /tears, 
(which not to make ſad the hearer 
I forbear to relate) ſhe made ſhow 
of her noble Spirit, and of the 
greatneſs of her Courage; telling 
him, that Germary had'not trea- 
ſures enough , to recompenle the 
leaſt neglect of her chaſtity. Dor 
Felix added threats , but it was 
but 'to add Snow to her ; for 
| they 
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threw down all on the Ground . 
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they all found her but more frozen 


--| to hits Suit. 


The Steward left her, with ge- 


| ſures that threatned ſhe ſhould fare 


worle for this diſdainful reſolution; 
and coming to the DoGor of Ger- 


| many's Ear, he told him ſomewhat 


in ſecret, which invited the Curi- 
olity of the reſt of the Embaſla- 
dors, to take notice of it, parti- 
cularly that of the Great Turk ; 
who holding a large Cup of Wine 
In his hand, to gms a Health, 
laid , I fwear by Mahomet not to 
drink this Health, till I know the 
cauſe that holds your Excellency 
in ſuch ſuſpenſe : The Do@or (fit- 
ting hid behind a huge pair of 
Spectacles, which covered his 
whole Face, and yet there remain- 


| ed Glaſs enough to have ſerved 


his Neighbour) gave a good thump 
upon the Table , with which he 


and 
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and feigning a deſperate paſhon', 
began to cry out, ſaying ; Bring me 
her hither , bring me her hither 
preſently, for I'le have her be- 
headed. 

Don Felix came like an Executi- 
oner for the poor Gentlewoman, 
and had but little trouble to bring 
her, for fear had almoſt {truck her 
dead, that ſhe could only ask Dor: 
Felix, if the Ambaſſador was a 
Chriftian or not ; and then was 
brought to the Tribunal , juſt at 
the time that the German was tear- 
ing for Anger a Flaxen Beard, 
Spick and Span new, which a little 
before had coſt him a Crown ; when 
Dona Dorotea ſaw fo violent a Cho: 
ler, ſhe thought ſhe had the Knife 
already at her Throat ; and ſhe 
thought not much amiſs, for the 
German no looner ſaw her in his 
preſence, when ſnatching up a Knife 
which by chance he found amongſt 

the 
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the Fragments of the ruined Table, 
he went towards her, like an inra+ 
ged Monſterz But the Ambaſſador 
'of France (Who was a handſome 
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man, and above all a Courter and 


[Servant of Ladies) withheld his 


Arm; by which means, for that time, 
he ſuſpended the Sacrifice. 

They all then cry'd out, where- 
fore 1s this diſturbance 2 why 1s 
all this uproar , before ſo many 
Illuſtrious perſons ? At theſe re- 
proofs the German Ambaſlador was 
2 little calmer, and intreating their 
Attention, began thus: 

[, by neglect, fell ( not long 
ince) in Love with this poor pitt- 
ful Wench ; ſtole her, and offered 
her the richeft Jewels which I 
brought with me from Germary 3 
but ſhe is ſo Fooliſh, and fo Stupid , 
as ſhe anſwers me, That my Nation 
hath not a Jewel which can deſerve 


\her. This 1s it, that puts me be- 
X des 
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ſides my feifs Let thercfore. the 
moſt Sober. the moſt Prudent, and 
the moſt Temperate of you all, 
judge what puniſhment the de- 
ſerves; and let him firſt confider 
that this would be, to give place 
to too much liberty ; it it ſhould 
be permitted, that an inconfidera- 
Je Fooliſh woman, ſhould ſtand it 
out againſt an Ambaſlador , and 
with to much impudence, to infiſt 
upon her liberty. 

Scarcely had the German Ame 
bailador laid this, when by ſtrange 
Geitnrcs, and myiterious fignes , 
they a1 gave to underſtand, that 
the CrINc Was notorious, and WOr- 
thy, of cxemplary puniſhment ; 
£501 atter a little pauſe, the. Perſrar 
EMoaliador who was a Fruch, or 
at leait appearcd to to bes fad, 
4rat it was very Imp<-rcant, to- 
wards the pubjick good of all 
Natigas 5 that, that woman, ſhould 


be | 
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be torn Limb from Limb, for being 


nfolent, and a. Rebel to Love, atd 
Riches and that every one of 


the Ambaſjadors ſhould carry away 
lis piece , to terrifie others.with 11, 


Another aledged that It was not 
need ful, becauſe there were not in 
the world , any more of that 
humour. | 


The Eroliſh Ambaſſador (who 


wasa Gemlewan of a pleating and 
nilde aſpect ) ſaid, That not only 
hedid not deſervedeath , but ra- 
ther an imortal ; Statue of [hining 
raG to be erected in her memory , 
for being the only contemner of 
Honeys. He of Venice was for 
mking a Nunn of ber, and draw- 
nz out of the Cloylter in her 
lead ,. the firſt Nunn that ſhould 
come to hand, 

On this. hazzard,.ran the life of 
the diſdainful Lady 5 and after 
the final debate, it ſeemed the 
A 2 Major 
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major part conſented to the ta- 
king away of her life, in regard 


ſome had been for the putting her 


Into a Nunnery, and ſome for tear» 
ing her peice meal , which in 
effect was all one. The ſentence 
therefore being thus decreed ; 
The Steward carryed her from 
thence, ſo diſmaid , and ſo ſeized 
with fear, that death had almoſt 
plaid his part already with her; 


And whileſt the puniſhment was | 


preparing for her, the Ambaſſador 
of Germany made an Oration to 
the illuſtrious Senate, on: this 
manner: 

Moſt Prudent and Faithful 
Freinds, I have defired this Lady 
( the honour of our Age) with a 
perfect love 3 I have acquainted 
her with my defires, like a Lover ; 
and have confirmed them, as a 
perſon of my quality ought to 
do ; yet neither time, nor my kind 


trEat- | 
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treatment, haye been ſufficient , 
to wark her to favour me; There's 
no braſs ſo hard, as her obſtinacy 3 
; wherefore ſeeing that no 1ntreaties, 
[nor kindneſs could prevail : I be- 
took my ſelf to threats , and vio- 
ence; Yet did but flatter my 
imagination, to think that fear 
could do more than Love ; ſo that 


| one remains as much aſhamed , as 


the other 1s deſperate. You have 
now been witneſſes of her conſtan- 


<, and courage more than hu- 


mane. She hath paſled ſuch a 
Tryal, as might be faid to equal, if 
not exceed, that of Lxcretia and 
of Portia. But 'tis my misfortune, 
that I was never in Love[with any 
woman , though of never ſo mean 
a Condition , nor never ſo much 
unacquainted with Courtſhip 5 


who became not colder then Ice 
tome. A Thouſand times I have 


b-2n reſolving to compaſs my de- 


X 3 ſires 
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fires by Marrying, which although 
it be a hard Chapter 3 I ſhall do but 
as the Patient, who ſuffers his Arm 
to be cut off, to preſerve his]ife ; | 
Mine knows not how to get recep- | 
tion, where this my enchantment is / 
not : But her mean fortune contra- 
aicts this determination; ſhe's a poor | 
Woman, a Woman of a contempti- | 
bic quality ; and yet that s not to be 
confilered if ſhe be Diſcreet, if ſhe 
be Beautiful), if ſhe be Conſtant, and | 
Chaſte.above all thoſe whom Hiſto- 
ries Celebrate. He who thinks 
that riches and Ornament of Soul 
and body may be found , in one 
Only Subject , little knows the| 
freaks and irregularities , of for-| 
ture; ſince he obſerves not, that 
ine very ſeldom diſtributes her 
Treaſure , amongit perſons of the 
greateſt deſerts: Now he that 
hath but the Icaſt grain of under 
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ugh this being fo, 'tis a happy choice 


but 
\rm 
ife ; 


nt 1s 
tra- 
JOOr 
ptt- 
0 be 


which employes me, in the ſove- 
raign and chiefeſt goods; not in 


(thoſe which look on things varia- 


cep- {ble, and unconſtant. 


For this rea- 
ſon I aſſembled you, for this reaſon 


[Imade the ſhews of Anger, which 
[lo much have aſtoniſhed you. The 


| 


boaſting of my greatneſs by my 
wealth, and by my cruelty , was 


* ſhe | not enough, to ſhake her conſtant 


and 
{to- 
inks 
Soul 
one 
the 
for- 
that 
her; 


: 
' 


the 
tliat 


eps 


that 
(11S 


and firme breaſt : What greater 
teſtimony can there be of her ver- 
tue 3 and of the happineſs of my 
choice 2 Tell me now your opint- 
ons; for although you think, you 
ſee me byaſſed, and altogether 
ſwayed by my own appetite ; I am 
not ſo much, as that it demes me a 
better Judgment , and more pru- 
acnt Counſel. 

They all appianded the D 7 ors 
management of his plot, with great 
ſipns of admiration, fs tins the 

A 4. t o0l? 
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Fool? cryes one. How few (ſays 
another) have we in the World, fo 
ingenious as this man ? Aflu- 
red]y, continues a third, he has a 
notable head-peece of his own. 
Thus was his Doctorſhip commen- 
ded, and extoll'd by all the Monate 
chies of the Univerſe; Who, at | 
Jaſt conſulting together what was 
fitteſt to be done, in this buſineſs ; 
unanimoufly agreed and thought 
it convenient, to undeceive the 
aftiicted Bride, by the Mouth of 
Don Leonardo; And that calling 
together the Friends, and Kindred 
of both parties, the Match ſhould 
be made up. After which the 
Ambaſſadors took their leaves, and 
the Bridegroom remained well 
enough contented and pleaſed. 

| Now for a Poet, or one that hath 
but at any time ſpoken with a 
man, whole Genious lyes that way, 
to be able with lively Colours , to 
Y . "1 oaks 
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' paint out and expreſs , the moſt 
| ſweet , moſt amorous, and moff 


excellent converſation , that ever 


| Lovers have had, fince YVewus and 
| Adonis, to this preſent Age. 


O Muſe | if at any time, for 
ſpight, or for thy pleaſure, thou 


| lefteſt off to be a Virgin; and out 


of Curioſity did(t permit thy ſelf, 
tobe carryed away with the allure- 
ing thoughts of . Love; it - thou 


| wert at ſuch time, at any amorous 


parly z Now 1s a good opportuni- 
ty to enjoy thy ſelf; now thou 
mayſt make oftentation of thy 
Skill, and glut thy felf with thy 
pleaſures, But ſome Poet will 
ſay , What has this Fellow to do 
to conjure the Mules, ſpeaking in 
Proſe 2 What need hath he in 
Proſe to invoke the Muſes afſli- 
ſtance ? 1!-conditioned Poet, if my 


| Profe were as flat as thy Rhymes, 


thou wouldſt gueſs aright, But 
_ I 


214 The Fortunate Fool, 


I muſt tell thee, Poeſy conſiſts not 
in the gingling ſound , but in the 
loftyneſs of the Spirit, and Elegan- 
cy of the Words. 

Venus was riſen upon the Hori- 
202, and ſomewhat ſcornfully had 
turn'd her back upon her Gallant, 
the $zz, diſperling her Loves a- 
monglt her Rayes, of which our 
Dotjor had no need, and yet it 
ſeemed he drank them down. But 
this might be his Thirſt after theſe 
bold attempts. He went then , or 
rather his afteCtions carryed him to 
the Lodging of the Confus'd 
Dorotea, whom he found ſad and 
much afticted, Our Gallants Face 
and Body now carrying no diſguiſe 
on them 3 heſalated her in betwixt 
a fawning and timcrous manner, 
as a New-com'd Suiter : Dorotea 
could not at firſt call him to her 
rememorance; the ſtories of her 
late-paſt fears, had fo diſtracted 


| 
| 
| 
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her z but hearipg his voice, ſhe 
knew him by it , anſwering 'bim, 
with a courteous and troubled 
geſture; and no ſooner was ſhe 
able to move her Lips, when 
ſghing and lamenting ſhe ſaid ; 
Art thou perchance, _ the Inſtru- 
ment, that theſe Farbar:.ans have 
deſtined for my death ? Pray 
come near; come, for I perceive 
already that you are Joytul, to ſee 
the revenge, put into your hands, 
of my modeſty and reſcrvecuels , 
which you will call diſdain : Pur 
hear me , I beſcech you, e re you 
execute the rigorons Stroak 5 and 
take notice before hand, tnat 1t 1s 
not to leſlen my torments, but on- 
Iy to vindicate my reputation, 

The D.Gor was about tc reply . 
ſaying, he came with a Gifferent 
purpole z Bur Doro72.7, hac 1n ſuch 
fort her imagination 0 {letied with 
tear, that even'upon her Knees, 
With 
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with intreaties, . more than of a 
woman 3 ſhe did beſeech him, with 
great tenderneſs, that he would 
hear her a little. 

Be not glad at this revenge( ſaid 
ſhe ) which in effect is not fo, 1n re- 
gard it falls not upon an 1njury ; 
You have courted me ſome few 
Months ; you have a complaint 
againſt me, and a great one, that 
I have made no return to your 
courtſhip or deſires: *Tis an un- 
juſt complaint, for you have either 
delired me with licentious , or 
with modeſt ends: As to the 
firſt attempt, no reward 1s due, it 
deſerves no gratitude; for 'tis a 
manifeſt injury, with a mixture of 
Treaſon; ſince it conceals Villany, 
under the covert of flatteries : 
To the ſecond all is due, but with 
modeſty; And in this, I have 
correſponded with you , which 1s 
the forced Eccho of a modeſt 
Courtſhip. Had 
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Had it not been an undervalu- 


| ing of my Love, if I ſhould have 
| ſhown my ſelf eaſje, then when 


I had raiſed in you an imagination 
of my being impoſſible --2 Had 
I not injur'd you, to ſet a low 
eſteem on what you your ſelf had 
ſo much extoll'd? And if this be 
pure Love, does not its ſelf alone 


| reward him who entertains it? ſince 
| *tis ſo Noble that it 11luſtrates all, 
| and leaves to none any cauſe of 


complaint ; by being of its own 
ſelf a reward, as all other virtues 
are: For it was a Providence of 
Heaven, not to ſuffer its own 


pledges to be rent in peices, and 


thoſe alſo the moſt divine ones , 
by leaving them to the inferiour 
Juriſdictions of Fortune; whom 
Fooleries and Errors do for the 
moſt part pleaſe by Sympathy 3 
and whom good actions difpleaſe 
and vex. by her Antipathy to them, 
Perfect 
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Perfeft Love is enjoyed , and 
rewarded, only with loving, which 
is no vulgar reward ; for he that 
loves intire pertections ( according 
tothe Laws of pure Love) doth 
intimate, that he himſelf alſo hath 
ſuch perfections z and iNuſtrious 
fame 1s attained, by loving thoſe 
who merit illuſtrious fame 3 all 
other advantages, are likewtle 
acquired by admiring ſuch as have 
theſe adyantages 3 Now is thisany 
reward 2 Does it give any ? You 
w1ll ſay, there can be no Love with- 
out hopes; and yet you will not 
fay ſo, if you underſtand Love, I 
mean legitimate Love z Love that 
merits this name 3 Not that adul- 
terate, with a conaterfeit name 3 
which can boat no fuch preroga- 
tive, astobe tiec from hope and 
fear, as this canz which neither 
hopes, nor fears , becauſe it enters 
into the fruition of what it delires, 
immedi- 
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immedately, ſo ſoon as it 1s born, 
This gave it the Title of a Diety 
in the Coldew Age, when kearts 
were more Pure z Then they called 
it a god, becauſe 1ts miracles ſeem- 
& to be the Priviedges of a god, 

and amongſt others, this of making 
 1t ſelf pollefior of all it delfired, 

wely by deliring it. A man did 
then only deſire to Love; he loved 
ind polletied ; which had not 
been Love , if he had deſired 
morez At that time, this fury was 
but a ſport 5 this Martyrdom but 
2 paſtime 3 becauſe courteſy gave 
Laws, to whom ſhe was righttully 
the Law- ver: ; Impoled precepts, 
which obcdicnce executed ; and 
there was nothing ſo hard as not to 
obey. 

Now revenge your {elf , if you 
find occalion; I have comply 'd 
with what I owe, that, that might 
not {em deſpair, which is misfor- 
tune 3 


HITS 


The Fortunate Fool. 


320 
tune; with this I ſhall dye more 
contented, though more complain- 
ing. Here her tongue ceaſed, and 
her eyes began to do what ſhe had 
done, they turned into pearls like 
_ her ſelf, no leſs winning, nor leſs 


pretious. Oh! how. powerful are 
Eyes to perſwade > How they can 

flatter, threaten, or complain ! 
The Gallant, at this remained 
without arms, and comforting 
Dorotea, afjured her, that he came 
not to take away her lite , but to 
give her his; ſhe coming better 
to her ſelf, although in great ad- 
miration; and as there 1s no grief, 
which leaves idle the curiolity and 
deſire of knowing in women, ſhe 
asked him the cauſe of that No- 
velty, who had brought him thi- 
ther, or what buſineſs he had with 
her; which he fatisfyed as wel! 
as he could, with fine words ac- 
quainting her, that it had been 
he 
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he who had [{tollen her away, who 
had kept her concealed, and who 
had fo affrighted her : mixing now 
and. then, her want of Love, to. 
'{weeten the Fault. 

Thus he gave her a full account 
of all his:Chizzer a LY and told her of 
nothing ſo! largely, as the ſecret of 
his Riches, his being Maſter of four 
thouſand Ducats a year, and the 
occaſion of having kept them pri- 
rate z this he repeated many times, 
sif every Crown had been a {ſhield 
o bis defence ; expecting that his 
Miſtreſs would kave ſtretched our 
her arms,; to have embraced him, 
that the Fortune which he brought 
'vith him, might not eſcape. her 3 
and coming nearer, (prepared to 
receive her : The Lady with a re- 
blute Courage, gave him fo grear 
a ſtroke upon the Breaſt, that he 
fell flat on the ground, with his 
head aking ſomewhat more than 
before, Y Me. 


22 
Methinks (Friend Rteatler) I ſee 
thee amazed, croffing and bleſſing 
thy felf; which I ſhould not at all 
| be diſpleaſed ar, if:I did fo for the 
joy I ſhould have to know that 
thou art a Chriſtian ; for promiſe 
thee,l have ſo ill an opinion of thee, 
that I doubt whether thou art one 
orno; and if thou. doſt examine 
thy Life, thou wilt find it all along 
but il|-intentioned. -— —. 
 Thovw' ſtandeſt laughing 
Fable, and ſayeſt, Oh what a new 
faſhion'd Aretalogyue is this > But 
yet 1 know not if.thou wilt fay fo 
_ Or not; for it may be; thou canſt 
not tell what an Aretatogre is. Here, 


wilt thou ſay,” is a fine introducing | 
of an accowpliſh'd Lady, and one * 
that 15a Maiden too 3 to whom, af- 
ter he had: feigned that her Ser- * 


vant hath been making boaſt of 
his Riches, and that he hath ac- 
quainted her with his deſire to mar- 


iy 
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ry her; now he feigns to us, that 
ſhe is diſdainful,and breaks hispate 
with her Fiſt. 

The caſe is : This is no Fable, 
ſpeak civilly if thou knoweſt how 3 
for I am not a man that am uſed to 
lie : This 1s atrue Hiſtory, and fo 
true, that when I think on 1t, I am 
vex d at the Soul with this Impert1- 
nent DoCtor, and will keep him all 
the while T can, down on the floor, 
In revenge of his miſchievous Jelts; 
and whilſt he's complaining and be- 
moaning himſelt, at this Coltiſh 
Trick 3 T'te Þave a fling or two at 
thee. 
| Behold thou, who (1n thy life- 
time) admireſt "nothing that thou 
heareſt or ſeeſt, becauſe thou think- 
lt that this would be to publiſh thy 
pnorance ; 1 tell thee, that the 
Natures and Diſpolitions of men, 
which thou calleſt therr Fancies,are 
very different in the world 3 and 
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the world hath not any thing ſo 
beautiful as this varietyz every 
one acting and diſcourling accord- 
ing to his inclination. 

Oh what a ſecret I have told 
thee! and what a Treaſure I have 
given thee, if thou knoweſt but 
how to embowel it ! I have point- 
ed thee out a thing, that were I a 
forreign Writer, I would rather 
make thee run mad, than reveal it 
to theez I would put it into Cy- 
phers; I would procure help of 
the Abbot Trithemins his * Stegono- 


ti ? 271 1tÞ o 
EOS purge with Helebore, and after- 


#44, 1611. wards would leave thee as wile and 
unſatisfied, as thou wert two hours | 


before I found thee. But I am bet- 
ter natur'd, thou ſhalt know then 
that in all Moral Diſcourſes, and 
in many of the Scicences likewile, 
the difference of Opinions, has 
riſen from the difference of the 1n- 
clinations of Writers. The 
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The Law is a faculty, which errs 
moſt of all, in the diſconformity 
of Opinions z becauſe it hath more 
of Morality than any other. Our 
underſtanding, if it were free from 
this embarraſſement of Fleſh and 
Bloud, without doubt would al- 
waies hit exatly upon the truth 3 
for it naturally hath Idea's, Noti- 
ons, or Forms of it, which ſerve 
it inſtead of Originals ; infomuch 
that ſeeing it painted out 1n any 
Diſcourſe, by comparing it, with 
ts draughts, it knows whether it 
be that orno; but what hinders or 
. noleſts it, is the affection proceed- 
ng from the Intemperance of this 
Veſſel, wherein it 1s either preſer- 
ved or ſpoiled. 

I ſhall do thee a great kindneſs, 
to tell thee, that the intemperance 
of affections, does not ariſe only 
from the diſproportion and diſcord 
of heat and moiſture, (as the Peri- 

3 22 
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patetiques ſay) but from: the ſtars 5 
which, according; to'their Motion, 
Site, Aipe&, and Nearnels that. 
they have z, do influence on us Af- 
tections, Vices, and Natural  Vir- 
tues; conformable and like to 
their Motions, Qualities and Na- 
tures. 

The Underſtanding then,guided 
by the Aﬀections, diſcourſeth al- 
wales like to the Afﬀections, after 
the manner of a flattering Friend, 
(whici thou mayeſt call diſcreet ) 
who talking to thee, concerning 
that which gives thee molt plea- 
ſure, applauds and admires it, be 
it never{o ill contrived and prepo- 
{rerous. Thou wilt better under- 
itand me by Examples. 

A man 1s born an FEpicxre, al- 
together a triend of his delight, of 
_ Liquor, and a plentiful Ta- 

ble z he1sof a pleaſant converſati- 
on, peacetul, quiet, alwaies mind- 
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ful of his own tranquility 3 and ſo 
careful 1n this, that he's never tron- 
bled at the death of his Kindred, 
the mis-fortune of his Neighbour, 
nor the poverty of his Friend: The 
mbition of Glory, never diſquiets 
um; he's drawn out by force a- 
nongſt Tribunals, and to publick 
Solemnities; and unconcerned at 
the Government of the Common- 
yealth ; In fine, the man 1s wholly 
or the delight of his Body, feed- 
ng, and procuring Mirth, and ever 
ar from any other care. Put a 
Pen into his hand, counſel him that 
n regard he hath ſo good an un- 
derſtanding, 1s ſo pleaſant, and ſo 
1ngemous ; he write ſomething that 
may ſerve for alight toothers, not 
lb happy 3 he's perſwaded to write, 
and treat of the chiefeſt goods, and 
being only inclined to his delight, 
that Afﬀection which this inclination 
Imprinted in him, treats him as its 

oY, Scho- 
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Scholar. or its Servant; and cauſes, 


that his underſtanding flatters him, 
and gains a full Empire, even in 
the moſt ſacred place: In the 
end, he writes, that the chiefe(t 
good, 1s to regale, and pleaſe ones 
ſelf 3 and from thence he runs into 


a thouſand other Errors,as one that 


ſuffers himſelf tobe led by a Blind 
Man. 

Chri{fpss is born altogether wed- 
ded to his reſt ; wholly given up 
to Idleneſs; he writes of Vices and 
Virtues, and puts down Mercy for 
a Vice 3 commanding expreſly,that 


no wiſe man harbour it in his breſt, 
becaute it pays badly for its Lodg- 


ing, and di{quiets too much. 


Up ſtarts a Covetous and Severe | 
Law-maker, the very Diſgrace of ' 


Nature it felf; he finds natural 
Reaſon crying out to him, that tov 
{crve 1s againſt his Laws; that men 
were born to command, unleſs they 


© 
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be fools ; who becauſe they know 
not how to command, were born to 
obey 3 and being guided by his 
| harſh and covetous nature, finds 
out Arguments, that it may be Jaw- 
ful, for ſome men to ſubje& others, 
| and. to be ſerved by others ; to 
kill, and to deſtroy them 3 and with- 
out calling to mind ſo many reaſons, 
as ftand laying before him the con- 
trary 3 being become a ilave to his 
Aﬀections, maintains that there 
ought to be ſlaves. 

Yet there will one day appear a 
man ſo pure from all Clouds, and 
Darkneſles of the underſtanding z 
as to declare, That the greateſt 
good of Mortals,is Virtue ; becauſe 
It1s a certain part of God : That 
the tranquility of the mind.,conliſts 
not, 1n the pampering and delights 
of the Body: That Mercy is a 
Vertue: That Slavery and Servi- 
tude, Diſcord and Deſtruction 3 
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are unjuſt, unleſs it be where there 
1s no other remedy , and for' a- 
voiding of greater evils : That 
Reaſons of State, for the moſt part 
have ſomewhat in them contrary to 
the Law of God, whereby they 
are diſcovered not to be Rea- 
ſons. 

Youneed no clearer demonſtra- 
tion, that Opinions moſt common- 
Iy are governed by the Afﬀections 5 
than the finding it eſtabliſhed by 
Law, that he incurs the penalty of 
Death who ſhall ſteal his Neigh- 
bours Goods of Fortune : and of 
baniſhment, he that ſhall wound 
another : And in former times, In 
the ancient Laws, a Buffet, or Blow 
on the face, was puniſhed(in Span) 
with the value of little more or leſs 
than * eight Rozals, That a Buffet, 
the higheſt of Injuries, where 1t 
ſeems the works of God are 
defaced , by the hand of the 
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the Apreſlor ; when by Sacriledge, 
the Soul is prophaned, which ap- 
pears with the greate(t Glory 1n the 
Countenance 3 and that to be cha- 
ſtiſed with foilight a penalty ! The 
Buftet, I fay, which ſtains the ho- 
nour and reputation. for ever, to 
be ſouldred up with Money ; and 
Money puniſhed with the Gallows, 
or an Axe!Money ttollen 1s not con» 
tented with leſs revenge than Ho- 
nour and Blood: and yet Honour & 
Blood, are contented with Money, 
and fo little as can ſcarcely be cal- 
ld Money, who doubts that the 
one injury was not greater than the 
other 3 by how much the good cf 
the Body and Sou] 1s greater than 
that of Fortune? Thus haveour 
Law-makers had ſuch 1IIl and vile 
Aﬀections, as that they have judg- 
ed quite contrary to Reaſon; and 
yet thought themielves ſo wile, that 
they put this for a Law, and left it 
recorded for jultice. Which 


332 The Fortunate Fool. 
Which being conſidered, never 


marvel at this Novelty of Dorotea, 
ſince it contains a Myſtery , and 
perchance Wiſdom 3 for 1t 1s not 
of Neceflity, that that only ſhould 
be infallible and without all ſcru- 
ple, which the Vulgar admits of'; 
Believe me, for the moſt part it 
errs: and if all the Vulgarities, 
- Which this evil Beaſt hath contri- 
ved, were laid open ; thou would(t 
{ee how many ignorances they con- 
tatn, and how 1gnorant thou art in 
following them. Now if thou think- 
eſt that this 1s Sophiſtry,or force of 
Arguments; there's a good reme- 
dy: Hearthis Maiden, in whom 
Reaſon ſpeaks without Artifice,and 
thou wilt remain well ſatisfied. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


The Doctor carries on the 
Diſcourſe, and the Hiſtory 
is continued ; wherein the 


Fool is made wife. 


F Wills could be fold ( ſaid the 
Singular Damoſel) as other 
” Goods arez mine would run 
the hazzard,of being triumph- 


ed over by your Friends z But the | 


Laws will not ſuffer that things {a- 
cred, ſhould be expoſed to fale ; 
becauſe he that ſells, contemnes, 
and \lights, as declaring that he 
hath no need of what he ſells ; or 
at leaſt, that he eſteems more the 
price, than the Jewel. The Will 

is 
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1s ſacred, therefore expect no fale 
of it 3; It may ſometimes ſuffer it 
ſelf to be alienated, I confeſs, but 
not into prophane hands ; only in- 
to thoſe of anothers Will, againſt 
which no priviledges avail; by rea- 
ſon of the equality. 

 You,Sir,have no Will, nor Love, 
which can ſtand you in ſtead, to- 
wards the promoting what you 
pretend to, 1 ſee it in your affe- 
ctions ; for, for you to endanger 
the loſs of my reputation, to bring 
me to.the vety point of Death,and 
to threaten violence ; favours tore 
of abhorrency than of Love. You 
know this affection but 11), 1f you 
_ call it blind, and think to advan- 
tage your ſelf, by the Pictures 
which repreſent it to you, with a 
Scarfe before its eyes, amongſt 
your Comrades; fince that is no 
Emblem of Blindneſs, but an evi- 
dence of its having the very pro- 
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perty of a Lynx : In regard it acts 
what it will.in deſpight of its Scarf; 
Hoodwinked (as they ſay) it pro- 
cures its ends 3 This 1s then the 
Glory, and Excellency of the Eyes, 
to work: blindfolded. 
 Iwillnever yield up my felf to 
that ran, who/aſtiſts himſelf with 
power and deceit, | to conquer 
good hking and Loyalty : Neither 
would 1 have you to think, but 
that I eſteem moxe' of my ſelf, na- 
ked of theſe Goods of which you 
boaſt, than of you cloathed with 
them 3- for if at any time, they are 
to be eſteemed,it 1s only when they 
ſerve to celebrate ſome pretty Stra- 
tagem 3 not when they attempt to 
call out for Ewpire, and to require 
ſubjection. I -ſhall live happily 
with him who ſhall be my ETual ; 
you cannot be ſo, becauſe you want 
as much to equa] me, as you ex- 
ceed me inRiches; ſince — 
OF 
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for them you are-ſuch an impudent 
Clown, pine away, and die with- 
out hopes. Lo 

She had faid more, the ſenſe of 
ſeeing her ſelf thus affronted, and 
mocked, had ſo much tranſported 
her ; had not the Doctor interrupt- 
ed her. If you have thought (faid 
he) that there can be a durable 
Love without correſpondence, you 
have been deceived. Never fear, 
Madam, never. fear, you ſhall be be- 
loved with exceſs, when you can 
abhor with excels : I confeſs my 
obſtinate perliſting herein, hath 
done me but an ill Office, and 
branded me for a Fool, for deliring 
one Who cared not for me ; but 
this hath not been without mi- 
ſtakes. Whilſt I had hopes, I en- 
gaged my ſelf in all occaſions, 
which might aſlift me towards the 
obtaining what I hoped for ; bur 


now, that inſtead of Flowers, I ga- 
ther 


=: The Fortunate Foot. 337 

ther Thiſtles : Now. I ſay, that I 
diſcover your deceitful humour, 
and that your Coldneſs is not Mo- 
deſty,but meer Hatred ; Never be- 
lieve, that I ſhall be ſo Marble-like, 
3s not to change 3 and be ſenſible 
that from henceforward it 1s Difh- 
mulation, what hitherto has been 
Love. 

If ſome Suitor ſhould at any time 
trouble you with his Courtſhip, af- 
ter he is repulſed, or diſcarded ; 
do not believe that this 1s Love ; 
for it is but a perliſting to trouble 
you : Neither accule him of being 
| facil and changeable, if he doth 
not Court you ſtill; for this 1s 
Courtthip and not Coldneſs ; He 
obliges you, 1n not ſeeing you, if 
he thinks, he troubles you, when 
he ſees you. You may be certain, 
that in all this, you have not run 
any hazzard, 1n your reputation 3 


for herein (as you lay) my Love 
hath 


338 The Fortunate Fool. 


hath been a Li-x,fince it hath look- 
ed fo carefully after it. Return 
home then to your own houſe, and 
fuppoſe that you are Miſtreſs of 
this which you leave, without more 


obligation of pay, than your ha- 


'ving entred into it, and the know- 
ing you have power to command 
It, 

He had no ſooner ended this ; 
when calling a couple of Servants, 
and whiſpering privately to Do: 
Felix, who came with them; he 
took leave of her, not without ad- 
miration of theſe who beheld ir. 

It being now night, they carri- 
ed her, or rather ſhe walked home, 
waited on by Do#x Felix, and other 
Servants 3 who as they were inſtru- 
Cted by the Crafty Gallant, left her 
in the Porch of her Houſe ; where 
wel allo leave her, going 1n, and 
crying for joy, with her Father, 
Mather, and Kindred, to their 

great 
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oreat ſatisfaQtion ;z It not being my 
intent to trouble my ſelf, with 
painting out tears, nor whinings 3 
lince greater matters call me ano- 
ther way. 

Fame divulged this Heroick A- 
ction, of the Doctor's , amongſt 
his Friends 5 who put a high eſteem 
on him for it ; and there was none, 
who did not Graduate him for an 
Ingenious and Wiſe man; The 
Chronicler alſo being his Friend, was 
a help in the augmentation of his 
Applauſes; ſo was Dor: Felix, for 
he at no time related it, that he did 
not extol him to admiration: He 
would ſtay ſometimes to tell the 
concelt, and then annex a hundred 
other pleaſant ones to accompany 
it. Fortune ſurely bears a ſhare, in 
things that are ſpoken well, and 
mactions that are nobly perform- 
ed ; and diftributes good or evil 


Fame, amongſt us, as ſhe doth her 
£3 other 
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<1ther goods, The Doctor's increaſ- 
© ke Froth; nor was there an 
dicourſe of Mirth, in which (with- 
aut naming the perion) he was not 
taiked of, At the report of this 
Story, a certain Lady would pre- 
tend, ſhe could not endure to hear 
of it > This worthy Lady, 31adam 
Fanaſtical, would not forſooth, al- 
low by any means, but that Suitors 
{ſhould remain conſtant to Eternity; 
notwithſtanding all the ſcorns and 
frowns which often diſtract ſome, 
and almoſt deſtroy others of them : 
Her fancy truly carries no Reaſon 
with it, if ſhe likes not to ſee a love 
made, or marr'd in ſo ſhort ſpace 3 
Let her therefore (I adviſe ) im- 
prove her opportunity, or ſhe may 
ſtay till Crabs grow at her heels, 
e re {he get a Servant to fulfil her 
Whimkfte. 
All the Doctor's Friends were 
one night met together,at his houſe 
to 
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to make merry, and to have a Game 
at the Play called * =/ lompr:, Or* A Game 
the Mans Some played , others at Cards, 
looked on, and the Door happen- 
ed tobe FE! Hombre, Oae, amongſt 
the reſt, who was a pretender to 
Wit, and delighted more to quib- 
ble on the talk, than mind the plays 
being unwilling to loſe the oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing his rare qualifi- 
cations, ſaid ; It 1s with reaſfon,S1r, 
for you ( as truly as any in the 
world) may ſay you are a man.,{ince 
the ingenuity, which you of late 
days have ſhewn. is much of a man, 
and of a very diſcreet man : They 
took occaſion then every one of 
them, to commend him, running 
on in that Subject a good while, 
which at Jaſt was cloſed up; all 
concluding that this had been the 
moſt diſcreet action, they had ever 
heard or ſeen. The DoGtor ( mo- 
deſtly & with a grave look )check- 
Z 3 ed 
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ed them 3 and afterwards told 


them, Tis well, ſaid he, you jeer. 


me with this, for diſcretion ; I be- 


ing ſo cry'd up a Fool : ſuppoſe it 


rather a thing inconſiderately done; 


or elſe attribute it to my Loves 


leaving me with ſuch eaſe ; for this 
is alſo the property of Fools, Here 
they were all in a Hubbub,and with 
a loud noiſe, not without ſome 
Oaths, made him believe he was 
as wiſe a man, as was 1n all the 


Walks of Saz Felipe, Oneof them 


that was a pleaſant witty Fellow, 
ſaid, This is no 11] ſcruple, which 
Mr. DoFor has objected ; he may 
well be jealous of his Reputation, 
and I find no other remedyfor it, 
than to Graduate him a wife man, 
ſince we have amongſt us Do@ors 
of Diſcretion , here are Poety, here 
are Criticks, hereare Fl/atterers,and 


here are #3ts; there's nothing want-. 


1ng. 6 IN 
CREE [ 
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Iaccept the favour, faid the Do- 
ctor ( with a cheerful countenance) 
with all my heart, that we may 
ave off this Play ; for tis a terri- 
ble thing for any body to be E! 
Hombre , 'tis enough to make one 
tremble with fear,and in the upſhot 
t will coſt him ſome Moneys. 

This isa very old complaint,ſaid 
inother, and we can do no Jeſs 
than give you your degree; yet do 
not ſuppoſe it done on a ſudden, 
without forecaſt;for I have brought 
In writing the Laws which you muſt 
keep to be accounted wife, Then 
t ſeems,(aid the Doctor, you came 
not to make tryal whether Iam a 
wiſe man or no, but todub me one, 
as they dub a Knight : Truly this- 
1s the moſt certain and' caſje way 3 
for I aſſure you, -there are few 18 
the world, who nierit the degree 
of a wiſe man; but juſt as at the 
dubbing of ſome Knight ; what fa- 


4 mous 
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mous Actions he hath done, are 
not looked after; 'tis ſufficient if he 
be able to perform any, and that 
conjectured too by his Aunceſtry 3 
and are contented for the preſent, 
with inſtructing him, what he 1s to 
do, to comply with the Order of 
Knighthood ; nevertheleſs this 1s a 

reat honour, and worthy of much 
eſtimation : So ſhall I likewiſe re- 
main highly honoured with your 
dubbing me a wiſe man ; ſince at 
leaſt you aſſure me that may be 
Gne 5 1n regard you ſee ſome glim- 
mering in me. 

Let this ſerve for an Oration, 
faid one of the briskeſt, and taking 
a Book called Lope de Yeea's Plajes, 
he made him knee] down upon bis 
knees, giving him, with it , 
three blows on the F orchead, aid, 
Do@or Ceindo, wilt thou be a Is iſe 
z#m1an? To which he anſwered, 1 
wil, Then added the other, God 
make 
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make thee one 5, for I cannot, 

All commended the Ceremony, 
and the Preſident gave command 
that every man ſhould fit down in 
his order, to hear the Conſtitutions 
of Diſcretion. 

Here happened a great Diſpute 
betwixt the Poets, and the Preterd- 
ers to Wit 5 which ſhould have the 
chiefeſt place : The Batchellors of 
the S7/ver Order, ' Devoto's of the 
| Nani and Ladies, conſidering upon 
It, laid, that to them 1t was rather 
; due, as being the very Map of 
Diſcretion : But the Preſident or 
Chair-man determined, that they 
{hould give the chiefcſt place to 
the Poers, becauſe though they 
knew not. Diſcretion, atleaſt they 
taught it. In the end, being all ſeat- 
ed, the Conilitutions were read al- 
molt to this effect. 
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L AWS and CON- 
STITOTIONS 


of DiscreTION. 


V E Diſcretion, @weerr 

and Miſtreſs of all 
the. Univerſe ; To you the Uiſe 
men of the firſt Claſſe, Novices of 
the ſtrict ozder of Knowledge, 
Underſtanding and Uo2ds : 
Know that Kelation hath ban 
made to Us, of the Erceſles # 
Abſurdittes which ſuch of you as 
are Lovers of pleaſant Converſa- 
tion, do cominit, and have com- 
mitted, by inbenting new ways 
of Speaking and Doing ; from 
whence hath reſuited, and doth 
reſult 
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reſult great damage to ail. Hu - 
mane Uit and Scholarſhip : 
UWherefoze foz redzeſs of your 
Diſozders 3 We do eſtabliſh and 
o2dain the following Laws; 
which you (hall know, and keep, 
under pain of our Diſpleaſlure. 


N the firſt place, Becanſe Expc+ 
rience hath ſhewn ns, that the 
having a bad Tongue, being a 
bufie Cenſurer of other. mens Aft i- 
ons, #s not Wit. but ill Intention 5; 
And that notwithitanding the. faults 
of men are many, aud. grievous; the 
the ill Tonene.does but only relate thent. 
Ie ordain, that ſuch call not themm- 
ſelves, nor may be called Diſcreet, but 
meer Fools for ever : And that with- 
ont ſuſpition of Malice, any one' may 
impute as:many more funults 0n ſuch 
Ill-Tongues or Backbiters, as he ox. 
they did relate with an iU intention 
For the delight of this perverſe Pece 
ple 
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ple is founded in the procuring 
: comfort to themſelves, in reſpe® of # 
their own faults, by relating other # 


mens 3 and for certain they would #: 
not ſeek for comfort, unleſs they were a 
corfortleſs. y 


Item, That every man of Croil h 
Language may doubly be called both ' 


Wiſe and Elegant. ” 
Item, That 0 man who is about 

to be marryed, or is in Love, may |/þ 

be wiſe, duringthe time that his amo- b 

roxs Fits ſhall continue, on pain of be- z1 

ing accounted” a Clown, atCoxcomb, e) 

and a Flatterer, a 


That no wiſe man keep in his Houſe 


the Academy of Complements, nor '/ 
any Formnlary of Letters; neither C 
write after the common and ordinary l, 


ſtile of all men : becauſe we ſhall think 
_ that he knows no better, 
And 
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And becauſe we are informed, that 
in the Viſits of Courteſie, or Comple- 
ment, there are committed many n0- 
table and groſs abſurdities in unneceſ- 
ſary Queſtions 5 We command, that 
it ſhall not be lawſul, to atk any 
handſom Woman, or any that thinks 
her ſelf ſo, If ſhe be in health - becauſe 
to doubt it, is as much as to ſay, ſſeis 
unhandſom, 


That, there being two or more Vi-: 
ſitants, come in at ſeveral times ; he 
be obliged to go away firs, who came 
in firs 5 on pain of three gears being 
eſteemed a Clown; or elſe according 


as Our pleaſure ſhall think fit. 


That to ſuch Viſits of Court ſhip, no 
man may go by night in a * coloured , 51... -. 
Cloak , in a Band, nor with a Bucks the night- 


ler : on pain of being accoun garb of 
pain of being accounted a dull TE 


would in Spain be eſteemed Valentdns or Heltors, 


Fellow, 


350 The Fortunate F o0l, 


Fellow, and one who can invent no 
-better Diſcourſe, than of his own V a- 
lour, and Atchievements. 


That 110 one preſume to boaſt, that 
he is of a Melancholy ConStitution ; 
thinking thereby to make w4 believe, 
he is very wiſe 3 unleſs he be hollow- 
ey d, Be a We d. Lean-jaw'd, and 
Thise he wrdeds or ſhall have bnt little 
money in his Purſe : for ſuch have Li- 
cence, not only to be Melancholy, but 
atſoto boat of it, 


That none ſhew courteſje ts one 
that ſneezes, fince he deſerves it not ;, 
foraſmmch as we are informed, by 
grave P hy{itians, that ſnecting is a7 
expulſgon of humid excrements ; and 
every expulſuon of Excrements is un- 
mannerly. 


| That n0 diſcreet man ſhall dare to 
know how to make handſom Legs, 
dance. 
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dance, ſing,nor play upon any Muſical 
Inſtrument; neither to ſnuff a Candle, 
cut « Melon, nor carve a Fowl:under 


the penalty of being ſuſpended from his 


Office, 


That they ſpeak, not with Thrum: 
ends of Poetry, nor Raptures of 
Rhetorique 3 but Chriftian-like, as 
their Conſciences ſhall diate, and as 
their Forefathers ( who are dead and 
gone ) did teach them, 


That they keep no ſet bours for Din= 
ner, Supper, going to bed, nor riſing 3 
but that the appetite, and Will, to one 
and the other, appoint the hour. 


That he believe nothing that ſhall 
be told him, unleſs it be a Myſtery of 
Faith 5 but we give leave that for 
Conrteſie, he may make them think, 
he believes all they tell him. 


That 
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That he change his Cloaths at any 
time, according as he fhall ſee the ſea- 
ſon hot, or cold, without conſiuering 
whether it be Winter, or Summer : 
becauſe that day is really Summer, 
which is hot ; and that tVinter,which 
#s cold. 


Item, We command to blot out © 


the wiſe mens Vocabulary, ail Ontlan- 


diſh Words, as Latin, Italian, Portu- 
gueze, Gallegan, aud Mooriſh : 
foraſrauch as the Spaniſh Language 
of it ſelf is Copions, Neat, Sweet, 
and the 1205t Polite of all other Lan- 
greages. 


That they wear no Jewels of Dia. 
monds, #or Emeralds 3 when the 
can wear them of Glaſs and Pebles 3 
in regard they are cheaper, and ſhine 


all alike. 


IVe charge the Conſciences of Fors- 
41. 
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#14l Cqurtiers, that they coof not their 
Wine at Chriſtmaſs 3 3 for ſme there 
are, who, when their Bottles are ſo 
frozen, that "tis a wonder to ſee ; 
the Wine being as cold as an If, cleywill 


get cool. it more, ..__ .. 


 & Chak LITE 


That 0 wi e man dare to ave 
Great E) yes, a Little F orchead, F laxer 
Hair, nor 4 Round Face; on Pere 
that mo one ſhall know him. 


Thatif being in viſt t with ſome 
perſons af. "Quality, ' there Shou'd | be 
brought to, him a Letter, 4nd heo. 
per, and, read it immediately : 3; Wedo 
ſo le him of the ann mnnerlineſs at 
the very inifant ; becauſe he pray not 


« #4 AF ot / 


ſfrand in pale, and _—_ WE” 


3 


ſons what they have eaten ;; nor tell 
them what he hath eaten © becauſe 


theſe Diſcourſes are only fit. for Glut- 
tons, Aa That 


That 10 diſcreet man ack, any per-" 
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That they talk, not to owe another 
concertiitg new Faſhions of Cloaths, 
aud Dr; V7 wnce this; Fer — 
for puny Ladies. 


That he mind not old Japerittion 
Fables, Dreams, nor Southſayings 3 
67: Pain of Oiir Carſes Anal We en 
lare for Publick, Fools , any 1 that CO 
mit ſuch a Crime. ; 


That none believe that there 3s vir- 
tne i Stones, unleſs they: be Dia- 
morids,” Rubies, or Emeralds, aud 
other Precious Stones, which are ſold 
to Jewellers ; 5 or thoſe whics being 
thrown, brain an Ene ' Nor in 
Berbs, but ſuch as the Apothecaries 
(el, fon ince they have the virtne'to make 
them rich; Nor in Words, except 


they be 'promiſes, which (hall have 
virtue to give dead Dogs. 


Let them not be Buaiters of their 


Blood. 
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| Blood or Linage, by ary means 5 or 
| meddle in reckoning up their Pe dis 
\grees , or bragging of their Gemtili- 
'ty5 on pain of being accounted Up- 
| Harts;, Braggadocio's, and of ill 
intention, | 

| And becauſe ſome hold it for an F- 
| legancy ,* and Ornament 0 of Speech, | 
'now and then to throw out 4n Oath 5 
We declare them for Fool, founded 
in Blaſphemy 5 and command that 
[they enter not into any Civil Soci- 


|. 


| _ That nope ſpeak it of. Women, al- 
though they deſerve it ; conſidering it 
is but il Merchandiſe, and is not 
FE off of hand, except it be praiſe 


That no one preſume to have a Mo- 
 they-in:Law, though it ſhould coff hine 
the not being married in all his life 

Aa? for 
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for in our Council, ſhall be taught hin 
a Trich,, how. he may live without 
one.and the other. 


' That be ſeeh 01 preferment to 
Offices, without Favour ; nor Court 
a Lady without Money. 


That 20 body, know from himelf, | 


he is wiſe 5 but that he know it of 
all. as. 


The new made wiſe man prom1- 
ſed obedience to the Laws, and be- 
gan to appear one, amonglt his 
Friends: that night ; giving them 
a.ſplendid Supper, where the ſea- 
ſoning of the Jeſts, was no leſs 
pleaſing, than that of the Diſhes ; 
of which I do not make any larger 
Relation, for fear of provoking thy 
appetite to them : Tis enough for 
thee to know, that the Supper did 

ſufticiently 
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| ſufficiently fatisfie a Legion of Ports , 
| whſch is as much Glory, - as was e 

ver related of any Supper. Sothey 
| made an end of that merry Bout; 
| and ſo ceaſed the Dodor Cenudo to 


y 


| be a Fool; and began the Office of a 
| wiſe man: Mind me what I ſay; 
| for Courtſhip and Diſcretion are 
| not Graces, but Offices, and per- 
| chance of thoſe who vend them, 
When thou ſhalt hear ſay that Mr. 
Such-a-one courteth Madam Such- 
{| a-one 3 do not for that think he 1s 
| altogether a Courter of Ladies; for 
| in this manner you are wont to ask, 
What man 1s this 2 what perſon is 
| that? ſo as it isonly to be under- 
' ſtood, he hasat this time, that oc- 
' cupation or Office of a Courtier, 
You may ſuppoſe the ſame from 
henceforward of wiſe men, and let 
It be on my account. Would you 
| bea wiſe man amongſt a hundred 
wiſe men? Give them a good Sup- 
AAaZ per, 
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per, and you ſhall ſee;that although | 
you were an errand Pack-horle, | 
they will commend you, ſeeing | © 
you loaded with Turkies and Par- | 
tridges, + _ 


Le 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The DoSor Cenudo is appre- 
bended at the the bis 


Enemtes. 


As there ever yet ſeen a 
Flaſh of Lightning, ſo 
boaſting of its power, 
that intending to kill, it 


| | would endeavour to deſtroy with. 
| out noiſe ? At the Piſtols, Muskets, 


and other ſuch like Inftrunfents of 
| death, we need nat wonder 3 for 
| perchance it was the defect of the 
Artificer, which could not make 


| them ſilent, as the valiant are: Bur. 
what I am confident of, is , that 


Nature contriv'd to temper the ma- 
Aa 4 - UcE 
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lice of the Lightning , with the 
ſcandalous ratling of the Thunder, 
as being ſorry for its formation, and 
thereby adviling the world, "that 
they ſhould get themſelves under 
ns. Oh! how penetrating 
would Love be, if the nojle of it 
ſhould not cure us: 'Afftiredly 


Miſtreſs Finical , if you” brag of | 


your Beauty,and the Rayes of your 
Eyes, that they are able to kill 
with Love: ; yer the noiſe ( I'muſt 
tell you )will hcIp us to eſcape you; 
or at leaſt, will bripg fuch a blemiſh 
on- your Reputation, as we ſhall 
fully be revenged, and ſo cry quits 
with you 3 for what would become 
of us; *if it ſhould be otherwiſe ? 
How: freely would you mike your 
ſhot?” if, as you know the Bullets 
kill us 3 you knew not likewife that 
the Crack' and Smoke ſoyls you. 
Dorotea { with-bluſhing Cheeks) 
told the whole Rory to her Father 
and 


n 
| 
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| and. Mother 3 and had no great 


trouble to make them believe her ; 


| for as-being a part of their Soul, 


1 
: 
! 
\| 

£ 
: 


they underſtood her Manners, and - 


.from thence were allured that there 
was no forcing her Will : But he 
ſatisfied not the World 'ſo eafily 
who knew the Nights ſhe had wi 
lamented for at her own houle, and 
made much of at another's. In fine, 
the Voice is Wind, it is blown a- 
bout in the Wind, a Maſs is made 
thereof, and is given to all, and dif- 
pers'd into every part; for what 
does not the Air penctiat. ? and 
the voice carries no greater body 
than the Air. 

The” Licentiate C:mp#z410 our 
Andainuzian Gall int heard It, arſd 
who ſo well able as he ? who was 
all turn'd to ears, ſince he had been 
 madeſuch an Alsof. Oh ! what do 
Fools loſe, by being contident ! for 
in eticCt they loſe more than they 

have 
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have: Confidence had made our 
Arrogant A4ndaluzer conjecture all 
' that beauty of Dorotea's to be his 
own; and he was ſq poſleſſed with 


this Fancy, that the day in which, 


he had notice the Lady was ſtollen 
away, he undertook her ſearch, on 
his own account ; and let himſelf 
think, ſhe had been ſtollen from 
him. Confident Fool, was it not 
| better to imagine ſhe was not thine ? 
as really ſhe was not, whereby in 
caſe of her loſs, any injury done 
her, or any contempt put upon 
her 3 thou would(ſt not have had fo 
great ſhare in her Sufferings, nor 
wouldſt thou have thought they 
had taken her, as it were out of thy 
Bed from thee ; And now that I am 
talking of Licenttates, I ſpeak to 
all. Gentlemen, you who ue for 
Offices or Preferments, do not ſue 


for them as Cazzpuzano did to Do-* 


rotea,that you grieve not, when you 


find 
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find your ſelves mocked 3 but pro- 
vide your ſelves beforehand with 
patience, by knowing that they 
are nor yet yours; and if they be 
given to others, they are not taket) 
trom you. 

He was now -become a Lion, as 
to Courage; and perceiving that 
he wanted Paws to prey withal., he 
contented ' himſejit with roaring, 
though foreagainſt his will 5 but in 
that manner he accoſts the Juſtice 
affirming, That tbe Doctor Ce:udo was 
a Conjurer ;, that he kept a Familiar ; 
and that he daily committed a thou- 


ſand violences, by virtue of Witch- 


crafts; That he raviſhed Maids 
made himpelf Mater of other mens 
wealth ;, and other Miracles which his 


ſpight diGated, To all which a 


_ Teniente gave him credit, and went 


out by night, toapprehend the Do- 
ctor, carrying a great Cuard of 
Alguazils, and other Officers with 
| | him, 
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him, as alſo the Licemtiate himſelf 


for a Guide. | 

Theſe beſet the Doctor's Houſe 
on all ſides, called at the door, and 
'giving (by Campuzano's advice) 
the name of Do# Felix, to facilitate 
their entrance," tt was opened to 
them ; and leaving order for ſome 
to ſtay there below, the Texzente 
went up) and came to the Doctor's 
Bedſide, where he forind him faſt 
aſleep, and fearing that if heſhould 
awake, he might affi(t himſelf with 
ſome Spirit, he commanded four 
Serjeants or Bailifis ro ſhackle him 
quickly, who preſently obey'd.,and 
would have done as much if it had 
been to four Devils. 

At.the noiſe of this,the miſerable 
Doctor awaked, and ſeeing him- 
ſelf ſeized and bound on that man- 
ner, and all his Chamber full of Hal- 
berds, being amazed and affright- 


"ed, he began to recommend him- 
. ſelf 
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; ſelf to God and the Saints, with 
| great earneſtneſs; 'at which the 


' Teniente was angry and affraid,ſup- 


poling he had been muttering his 
Charms, and already began to fan- 


| CY himſelf in the Hobgoblins Clut- 


ches 3 wherefore putting a Gagg 


| Into his Mouth, he ſent him away to 
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priſon, with a Squadron of luſty 
Fellows to guard himz charging 
them to ſecure him in the ſafeſt 
Dungeon; which they did : And , 
the 1enzente ſtayed with a” Scriva- 
70and other Officers, to find out 
the Charms, Vows, and Inſtruments 
of his Witchcrafts. 

To whſch end he ſent ſeveral of 
his Attendants over all the. Houſe, 
whilſt he ſtill continued with the 
Licentiate, and the reſt of his Train 
above ; who caſting their Eyes on a 
Cabinet curioul] wrought, which 
{tood at the Drs beds -head,broke it 
Open, ſuſpecting they might find 
ſome 


* Or At- 
turtey. 
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ſome Charms 1n it 5 'the Texrexte 
examined the Drawers, and dif- 
courſing with Campuzano, asked 
him if he knew what kind of things 
Conjurations werez the Licente- 


ate told him, they were certanr 


Prayers or Invocations in Rhime 3 
and that in a Commiſhon, which he 


had once againſt a Company of - 


Witches, he had attained to much 
knowledge concerning them ; and 
it it h2d not been the Terierte, he 
would perchance have made him 
believe he himſelf had-been a Wi- 
zard. ns 
They were in this talk, when 1n 
a Drawer, they eſpied certain Pa- 
pers,. of which Campuzano reading 
tome ſcraps, cried out, Theſe are 
Rhimes z AsT live, we have fonnd 
out now the Conjurations: The 
Tenicnte who knew as much of Con- 
jurations, as of Rhimes; and: had 
a great celire the Rhimes might 
prove 
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; proveto be Conjurations, that he 
| might make a Holiday, 'and day of 
' fport for the rude Rabblein the 
| great Market-placez after he had 
| often crofled himſelf, and ſaid ſome 
| Devout Prayers, and renounced 
the implicite Compact, which they 
| might poſſibly contain in them; and 
declared fully and plainly that it 
' was not his intent to do 11] to any 
one, by reading thoſe Papers ; 
neither to raiſe up any Spirit to 
| converſe with z nor make the De- 
| vil take any viſible ſhape: He be. 
| gan to read the firſt Conjuration, 
\ according to his Miſtake, which he 
\ found ſajd on this manner 


Look down ( thou faithleſs Mother of 
Love) and ſee 


The humble Suppliant of thy MajeStie- - 


Andthonugh I with no golden Shrines 
appear, 

At teaſt T come ſurcharg d with grief. 

with frar. Take 
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Take back theſe flowers, ſearce wak'd 1 


by th! morning Sun, 
This hope cut off, fo foo 45. twas be- 


"Un 5 
Since being. at higheit pitch of bliſs 
attain d, 
1 r fn thy promiſe win ty © Colours 
ſtain d, : ie 
Henceforth. thy barren Favours ib2u 
maiſt bring, 
And them diſtribute to ſome happier 
Springs 


For whilſt they preſs ſo haſtily on me, 
HM falls more. violent than it, .wopld 
be. | 


And if the Crueltie which thou dof 
ſend | 
Have not had power enoneh my lifeto 
end ; 
I is kerous the fright hath given me 
Balm, 
And taught me how to lead a li 4 more 


calm. | Does 
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Does your Worſhip obſerve,faid 


| Campuzano , the Sacrifice which 

this Villain makes to Yes £ Mind 

| here, the Obligation which he pre- 

' ſents her with in this Conjuration. 
The Teniente was amazed, and ha- 
ving but little skill in Conjurations; 
the ſimplicity and ignorance of the 
Licentiate Paſled with him for cur- 
rant ; ſo he read on further. 


An Allegory of the Mad- 
man which Horace paint- 
eth our. 


He, who, by framing in's diitraded 
mind | | 
Pleaſing Idea's , full content could 

finds Y 1s, 
And though's Chymera's did ſucceed 

28 Vain, | ”— 
' Sweet Adulation made all well a- 
gain - 
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Undtrated by light, and brought to 
| 


ay, 
He chides bis Fortune for ber trayfe- 


rous play, 


That from s tt of Glory ſo ſablime, 


Had tempted him to « leſs happy 


Cline, - 


—_ CINTHIA, thy deceitful pert- 
cils by, 


Which "1g ſo eaſe this my miſery 


They lfweetly draw what's cruel;fierce, 


and wild, 


And make that rude, which gentle is | 


and mild. 


Let no falſe Gloſs over my griefs be 
pread. 


But faithfully let ther be coloured ; 


For Painting Seals, when it edvan- | 


tage ſpies, 
Diſgniſe from Truth, only to blind our 
yon”: 


Here 
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Here the {ll intemtionof the Read- 
er was more clouded, 'and he ſaid'; 
For- theſe occaſions it 'ts good to 
have ſtudied Humane Learning 3 


' who would have hit upon it beſt 
| my felf 2 Take notice ( 8ehor Ter. 


ente) of this Conjuration which he 


' makes to the 44007. To the Moor ? 


replyed the Teriente, I'fee no ſuch 

thing 5 neither is there a word here 

whereby it may be conjectured. 
The Word Cynthia,replied Cam- 


puzano, does not your Worſhip 


conſider that it is an Invocation of 
the 41400# or Diarra, whom the Gen- 
tiles adored by the Name of Cyz- 
1hia, for having been born in the 


Mountain Cynthw 2 With this res 
| fpect therefore he invokes her, as 


the ancient Magicians did, that ſhe 
fhould come down to moiſten and 
S1ve virtue tothe Herbs, of which' 
they are to compound 'their Magt- 
cal poiſors. 


Bb 2 The 
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. The Temjente believed him, and1 
maſt tell you, that I am half afraid 
leſt the Reader ſhould alſo believe 
it.; 'But not to ſpeak more of the 
Herbs : 
 Youare to know(friendly Read- 
er) that all Herefies of the world 
have had the ſame beginnings, as 
theſe Madneſles of Camprzano.Here 
you ſee him with a good repurtati- 
on, in Madrid, and fuch a one, that 
depending on it, he ſues for prefer- 
ment 3 but becoming jealous,would 
revenge himſelf; and this Blind- 
neſs makes him believe, that a Copy 
of Love-verſesare Magical Charms: 
Who would think this of a man fo 
practisd in Learning? Did you not 
hear him diſcourſe with the Do@or 
Cenuao,at the viſit of the Machines? 
Did you not juſt now obſerve him 
ſhew his. Schoolſhip with the Terz- 
enxte © | Then what can we thiok 
ſhould be the reafon of this blind- 


nels 
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neſs, but that his jealous paſſion 
carries him on hood-wink'd. 
Diſcretion, Learning,” and Eru- 
dition, 'are with men, like Clothes, 
-handſom drefling, and Gallantry : 
Put mea rich Sate of *Clothes on a 
'Crook back'd man, or on a tall 
Lubber, whoſe Soul forgets it feet, 
| by reaſon of the great diſtance from 
them ;' Jer Mfim walk 1 theſtreet, 
.and it ſhall not ſeem thatihe:goes, 
but that he 1s carried :' Dreſs him 
| up, Without ſparing' Faſhion, Cu- 
| Tlofity' or 'Expence,iand you will 
| {ce how ill he (ets tliemiforth ;and; 
| that as though the Claches ſhould 
| carry himz): oy not he the Clothes, 
he: A diforderly;ndecently, 
fſloventsx>.4nd*clowniſhly:s: diſcre- 
diting/the Nobleneſs,and'Gallantry 
"of the Sitks. with. the baſeneſs and 
-unhandſomnets of the Motion. On 
| thejcontrary, | 
Give-me: in an. ill Equipage, a 
| Bb 3 Youth 
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Youth' all Soul, all Air,:and more 
than Air 5: only with a Baies Sute, 
and that ragged too 3 that he may 
ſet forth his-condition 3. turn him 
' Into the ſtreet, let him diſplay him- 

ſelf, puthisCloak in order, and fo 
[diſpoſe himſelf like' a'Ship under 


Sail, :playing. with tthe Wind, and - 


Fam confident you-will be ſo much 
delighted with him, [that you-;ſhail 
nevermind!be thred-barei Clothes; 
{o are thel Wits of the world. 

: Many met there are, that make 
themſclyes:fmne, that ilearn, that 
any > 115 Sn theit' _ 
out ſuffering! ar hour to idly; 
but hayerfo-little of: ainagd w 
that 8bey:(jl 'and:datken:'all 3; and 
'tis the ſambeſthing, for:Learning tb 
be in them;ras.in.a Book 4// we muſt 
ſearch them, and. turnover. their 
Leaves to pump out anytbing from 
them ; and when it comes, -/pray 
God it be to. be underſtood...) = 
mor © 15 * - There 
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; Thereare others with very little 
' Scholarſhip like -your thred-bare 
Gallants, but ſo ingenious, witty, 
pleaſant, and eloquent , that with 
ſomething which they have learnt 
| ata Play, or heard commended in 
a Diſcourſe, or obſerved in ſome 
{mall Book, they ſet themſelves 
forth, become ſo airy and reſplen- 
dent, that they draw all admirati- 
on after him. 


| Senor Campuzano (to come to 
| ourStory) had a Wit ſo ill-contri- 
| ved, that after he had done, what 
| hecould, to procure the furniſhing 
| himſelf with Gallantry, he was but 
a Pack-horſe loaded with it, not a 
Gallant. 


Of theſe the world is full, and 
ſuch is the Zgrorart Yulgar, that on- 

ly for hearing ſay, They have agreat 
many Books 3 They take a world of 
b 4 pains ; 
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pains; They have their Degrees, and. 
other Titles,” which give no wit, by 
all means they eſteem them for wiſc 
prudent and diſcreet. 


I ſhould have been glad, Sevor 
Licenciado Campuzano, that you 
had not been born inthe. pride of 
Andaluzia; to let you ſee your Er- 
rour, and tell you that thoſe Pa- 
pers which you ſtand poring on 
are not Conjutations, but handſom 
Verſes They would have paſſed 
on further tranſported with their 
Deviliſh ſweetneſs, if at that inſtant 
there had nat come up ſome of the 
Miniſters of Wrath, who had been 
ſearching the Houſe, more to find 
out, if there was any thing for them 
to prey upen, than to make any dit- 
covery of the Accuſation ; Theſe 


brought in a great number of 


Clothes for Devils, Foxes Tails, 
raves Heads, Sculls, and other 
ſuch 


F 
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| ſuch Trumpery, and! pieces of Ma-: 
| chinesz: for totell you plainly, our 
' Doctor: was not a Conjurer.,.. but wy 
man of a pleaſant humor, that wath: 
ingenious Artifice, delighted: tore- 
venge himlelf of the troubleſome- 
nels of Ignorant People. t 


To make ſhort , the third day 
after, like one that had been/under 
water, he appeared: again. at: the 
top, remaining free from. thatac- 
cuſation, by the goad diligence of 
Doz: Felix, his faithful Friend, who 
giving him an embrace, preſented 
him with the welcom tidings :of his 
liberty. He wondred to hear it, 
not that his Innocence did notfe- 
cure him, but becauſe the Negott- 
ation ſeemed very ſhort. 


Don Felix ſatisfied all his doubts, 
not without ſome laughter, relating 
him all the Paſlages of the Procels, 
and 
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and 'particularly the laſt means by 
which he had overcome all ; which 
was,his having alledgedand proved 
againſt. the whole Charge of his 
Accuſation, that he was \N 7G- 
NOARANT, .a FOOL, an 1- 
DE 0OT, and that as ſuch, he had 
ſpent his Life, his Time, and E- 
ſtate in Books, . Pictures, and De- 
vils Cloaths, after a particular and 
pleaſant. humour, ſeparating him- 
felf fromthe common uſe and life 
of man; That this being proved 
by a number of Witneſſes, and the 
Temente ſatisfied, of the Artifice of 
the:Machines, and that how the Pa- 
pers which'he had found in his Ca- 
biret were not Conjurations, nor ' 
Invocations, but Ballads, and S9r- 
zets, and alſo that it was he him- 
ſelf who had written them 3 with 
which his Fooliſhneſs was more 
confirmed, therefore he abſolved 
him from the Accnſation, and con- 
demned 
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| demned: Campuzieno. ina gre97-pe- 
nalty for his Scandal, 

TI durſt-have fivorp, faid the-Do- 
Gor, that ſuch-godd fortune. would 
| befalme by beingar#v9!., :Hethen 
| caſtback/ his £y& on his farepaſt 
life, calling to;'mind. that al] his 
Proſperitics and good Succelleshhad 
come-to. him\hy: his Fol/zes,and 
firmly. reſolved £& commit many, 
thatchemight not- ccaſc being: _ 

With this he ok Vi leayaiof 
his Friends, who had entertained 
him in the Priſon, and with the joy 
of ſeeing himſelf free, he came to 
my Lodi to viſit me, and to en- 
joy his Liberty , He then declared 
to me the Secret, which was the 
occaſion of his Felicities, and the 
purpoſe which he had of being a 
Fool all his life 3 for ſeeing himſelf 
in that ſtraight, he had made a vow 
to Folly, that if he eſcaped that mil- 

fortune, 
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fortune, he would become a Foo!, 
and profeſs to be'fo all the remain- 
der of his Life. - He goes fulfilling 
his Vow, and I follow his ſteps. 

In a'(ſhert time; Friezdly Reader, 
thou ſhalt have the Second Part of 
of his Foeleries, '1f thou wilt. pro- 
 miſe-me not to be tired with them. 
' Take a-good Courage,and hearken 
. tohis Follzes ; for it may be, they 
- have virtue to:make happy him that 
hears them, as well as him that dges 
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